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Foreword

This book helps to highlight trends and realities of private higher edu-
cation around the world. We have organized the book into two sections.
The first deals with international trends and issues, while the second—
much longer—section focuses on countries and regions. The majority
of the book’s chapters concentrate on single countries.

All the chapters have been published previously in International
Higher Education (IHE), the quarterly publication of the Center for
International Higher Education (CIHE) at Boston College. Many were
prepared under the auspices of the Program for Research on Private
Higher Education (PROPHE) at the University at Albany, State
University of New York. The primary criterion for inclusion in this
book is a focus on private higher education. We have left aside pieces
that concentrate on the privatization of public institutions. Another cri-
terion concerns quality, but that was already invoked for original selec-
tion in IHE. These are not scholarly research chapters, though several
of the authors have based their entries on their wider research endeav-
ors on private higher education. We have put a premium on broad cov-
erage and readable style.

These chapters have not been revised for publication in this book—
thus in some cases they do not reflect the most recent developments.
This is inevitable in an area like private higher education—the fastest-
growing segment of higher education worldwide—where changes are
taking place so rapidly. But most of the facts and trends are still quite
contemporary, and the issues, perspectives, and concerns reflected in
these chapters remain central to current realities and debates. Within
each region, the sequence of the chapters is arranged first by sub-
region and then, alphabetically by country.

There is no uniformity of perspectives in this book. Authors have
written from their own points of view. Some are critical of private high-
er education development, others express praise, whereas most offer
objective observation and analysis. All are united in the belief that this
phenomenon is a centrally important aspect of higher education—and
one that will continue to expand.




This book is the product of collaboration between the CIHE and
PROPHE. For several years now, IHE has set aside at least one gpecial
column per issue for PROPHE to provide on private higher education.
An earlier collaborative product is the volume by Alma Maldonado,
Yingxia Cao, Philip G. Altbach, Daniel C. Levy, and Hong Zhu, Private
Higher Education: An International Bibliography (CIHE and
PROPHE, 2004), with a commercial edition available from
Information Age Publishers. An earlier CIHE publication concerning
private higher education is by Philip G. Altbach, ed., Private
Prometheus: Private Higher Education and Development in the 21st
Century (CIHE, 1999), with a commercial edition from Greenwood
Publishers. PROPHE’s continuing research program, easily the largest
in the world concerning private higher education, is outlined on its
website—http://www.albany.edu/eaps/ prophe/. The CIHE’s web-
site—http://www.bc.edu/cihe/—features a range of issues relating to
higher education worldwide.

Both CIHE and PROPHE receive generous financial support from
the Ford Foundation, including for these collaborative projects. The
CIHE is also supported by the Lynch School of Education at Boston
College, PROPHE by the Research Foundation of the University at
Albany. We are indebted to Yisa Cao at PROPHE and Laura Rumbley at
CIHE for assisting in the selection and organizational procedures for
the book’s chapters and to Salina Kopellas at CIHE for related publica-
tion work.

Our debt to Jorge Balan, the Ford Foundation's chief higher educa-
tion program officer, is immense. He has been indispensable in provid-
ing support and encouragement and has also been an intellectual force
guiding our work on private higher education and related fields, always
fully respectful of scholars’ autonomy.

Philip G Altbach

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
Daniel C. Levy

Albany, New York
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