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o : Unit One

#% Unit One 68

Section A :Ineffective Sentence Fragments

Sentences are the basic units of the English language. A sentence is a
complete thought that usually has a subject and a predicate. It is
independent. Phrases, dependent clauses, appositives, infinitives, gerundial or
participial phrases, prepositional phrases,and similar group of words are not
sentences, They are just parts of a sentence, or sentence fragments. In some
cases, sentence fragments are legitimate and acceptable. Thus they can be
written as an independent unit in the paragraph. For example,an imperative
sentence is not a complete sentence, but it is completely acceptable. Some
sentence fragments are written for stylistic purposes, that is, for gaining
emphasis or special effects. They can be written as an independent unit, too.
But sentence fragments that are written out of ignorance or carelessness are
ineffective,and should not be written as a sentence.

Fragment: The reason for Johnson’s disappointment being that his

mother wasn’t there to comfort him.

Revised: The reason for Johnson’s disappointment was that his mother

wasn’t there to comfort him,

An ineffective sentence fragment can be corrected by one of the
following three ways: (1) joining the fragment to another sentence,
(2)supplying a subject and/or a predicate, and (3) rewriting the passage in

which the fragment occurs.
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To write a sentence is easy, but to be able to write a good sentence
needs the efforts of those who wish to become a better writer. For good
sentences are the building blocks of good paragraphs and good essays.

What is a good sentence then? A good sentence has four characteristics:
unity, clarity, coherence and emphasis. Any lack of these qualities might

result in ineffective or unemphatic sentences.

Exercises

1. Discuss the following questions.

(1)What is a sentence?

(2)What are the basic types of sentences?

(3)What are the characteristics of a good sentence?

(4)What is a sentence fragment?

(5)What sentence fragments are legitimate?

(6) What sentence fragments are ineffective?

(7)How can ineffective sentence fragments be revised?

2. Revise the following, removing ineffective sentence fragments,

(1) Tt is hard to travel to work by bus during the rush hour. Because
there is a lot of traffic on the road.

(2) A dense forest humming with sounds of insects and teeming with
animal life.

(3) The next afternoon we came to the waterfall. The most beautiful
sight on our journey.

(4) He talked for fifty minutes without taking his eyes off his notes.
Apparently not noticing that half the class was asleep.

(5)T cite these examples to show you how interesting accounting can
be. And to give you an idea of the kind of problems an accountant
has to solve.

(6) You might think people would resent such a talkative boy, but they
do not. The reason being Steve’s poise and appearance.

(7)1 thought she was dressed for a masquerade (4 3% £ 4 ). But soon

changed my mind.

<4 4



Y Unit One

(8) They tried to console the mother for the tragic death of her son.
Although they soon realized that no words they could utter would
comfort her.

(9If you have to drive on rocks and mud. You need a heavy-duty tire.

(10) After I learned the price of new cars. I decided to keep my old
Lada.

Section B:Integrated Exercises

1. Make sentences,

discourage, from:

round the corner:

be content:.

free from:

come up with:

involve.

in advance:

stretch from;

make sure;

nothing but;

2. Using exact words is important in writing. Read the following sentences
and choose one of the words provided in each bracket to complete the sentence.

(1) There is no (assess, access) to the house from the main
road.

(2) You will see this product (advertised,advertise) wherever
you go.

(3) In Africa, educational costs are very low for those who are

(fortunate, ambitious) enough to get into universities.

(4) The hopes, goals, fears, and desires (move, vary) widely
between men and women,between the rich and the poor.

(5)To our (relieve, relief) , Geoffrey’s illness proved not to

be as serious as we had feared.
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(6) A lot of ants are always invading my kitchen. They are a thorough
(nuisance, nonsense).
(7) A peculiarly pointed chin is his most memorable facial
(appearance,feature).
(8) Niagara Falls is a great tourist (attention, attraction) ,
drawing millions of visitors every year.
(9) If people feel hopeless, they don’t bother to (acquire,
require) the skills they need to succeed.
(10)1 didn’t (hope,mean)to take a taxi,but I had to as I was late,
3. This translation practice is to provide ideas as well as the structure of a
paragraph. The topic sentence is given, Finish the rest of the paragraph,
At Christmas I get many presents, but the present that I especially like
to get is a book.
(DAEH2BBMBRR TR/ FE RELFERBER.
QORARBAATEBEE B RIVEABE D EFHA LB B,
GOEBEBRLARICEF N HFRRIFH.
(ORBXH, BHERRLBEDHBERGILH,
GORIEBEPHAERR L, TURE #bik.

4. Write a composition of about 120 words on the topic: Do “ Lucky
Numbers” Really Bring Good Luck? You should base your composition on the
outline(given in Chinese) below.

MAEANR R LY FLHRITE.

@RI BFMBER X,
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