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PRACTICAL ENGLISH TEST FOR COLLEGES ( PRETCO)
(Level A)

Part I Listening Comprehension (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Section A

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogs. There are 5 recorded dialogs
in it. Afier each dialog, there is a recorded question. Both the dialogs and questions will be spoken
only once. When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices
marked A) , B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then you should mark the corresponding letter
on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.
Example: You will hear: W: Are you catching the 13:15 flight to New York ?
M: No. I will leave this evening.
Q: What are the two speakers talking about ?
You will read: A) New York City.
B) An evening party.
C) An air trip.
D) The man’s job.
From the dialog we learn that the man is to take a flight to New York. Therefore, C) An
air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C) on the Answer Sheet with a single line

through the center. Now the test will begin.

1. A) Mr. Johnson is expecting the guest.
B) Mr. Bill Jones doesn’t have an appointment with Mr. Johnson.
C) Mr. Johnson cannot spare time to see the guest.
D) Mr. Bill Jones may be very busy this week.
2. A) He is anxious to see Mr. Carter.
B) He has to give up because Mr. Carter is not free.
C) Mr. Carter is expecting him at the meeting room.
D) Mr. Carter refuses to see anyone.
3. A) She is going to take part in some exams.

B) She is going to do some planting in her garden.
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C) She plans to teach English to some immigrants.
D) She plans to teach some children English.
4. A) They are friends. B) They are neighbors.
C) They are colleagues. D) They are strangers.
5. A) The man is going to visit his friend’s house.
B) The man is asking for the direction of a restaurant.
C) The man is walking in a strange block.

D) The woman is looking forward to meeting the man.

Section B

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short conversations. There are 2 recorded
conversations in it. After each conversation, there are some recorded questions. Both the conversations
and questions will be spoken two times. When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct
answer from the 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then you should

mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

Conversation 1
6. A) Two. B) Three. C) Four. D) Six.
7. A) At 3:40 p.m. B) At 3:14 p.m. C) At4:14 p.m. D) At 4:40 p.m.

Conversation 2

8. A) In the early afternoon. B) In the evening.
C) In the morning. D) Every late at night.
9. A) In the café. B) In the lounge.
C) At the non-smoking room. D) Not mentioned.
10. A) Any time he likes. B) Any time tomorrow.
C) Any time after 8:00. D) Any time before 12:00 at noon.
Section C

Directions: This section is to test your ability to comprehend short passages. You will hear a recorded
passage. After that you will hear five questions. Both the passage and the questions will be read two
times. When you hear a question, you should complete the answer to it with a word or a short phrase
(in not more than 3 words). The questions and incomplete answers are printed in your test paper. You

should write your answer on the Answer Sheet correspondingly. Now the passage will begin.

11. What was the opening day of the International Women’s Year mentioned in the passage?
The International Women’s Year began on
12. Where was the meeting held?

The meeting of International Women’s Year was held in

2.
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13. How many days did the meeting last?
The meeting of International Women’s Year lasted days.
14. How many nations took part in the official opening of International Women’s Year?
nations took part in the official opening.

15. What is the theme of most speakers in the meeting?

The theme of most speakers is women,
Part II Structure {15 minutes)
Directions: This part is to test your ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. It consists of 2
sections.
Section A

Directions; In this section, there are 10 incomplete sentences. You are required to complete each one by
deciding on the most appropriate word or words from the 4 choices marked A) , B), C) and D). Then

you should mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

16. To wages and salaries means to increase purchasing power.
A) raise B) rise C) lift D) improve
17. Wisdom is knowing when to your mind and when to mind your speech.
A) read B) go out of C) make up D) lose
18. Life is not merely , but the enjoyment of health.
A) living B) alive C) lively D) live
19. Most of the men working in the factory were farmers ____ .
A) formally B) formerly C) early D) firstly
20. A successful man is with competence and confidence who has the opportunity and
takes it.
A) person B) anyone C) some D) one
21. When Mrs. White goes back to her home after class, she expects Jimmy, her youngest son,
at his desk.
A) to be worked B) working C) being worked D) ‘to'be working
22. Your father must have waited here for an hour, ?
A) didn’t he B) mustn’t he C) hasn’t he D) must he
23. We’'ll have to go without him he comes before our flight departs.
A)if B) providing C) unless D) on condition that
24. Since our stay was too short, we couldn’t visit all the places
A) where we should like to visit B) which we would like to visit them
C) where we would have liked to D) which we would have liked to
25. Mike and Robert waited breathlessly for the announcement, he had won the award.
A) each hoped B) each hoping C) and each hopes D) and each hoping
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Section B

Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the proper form

of the word given in brackets. Write the word or words in the corresponding space on the Answer Sheet.

26. Don't be late, (punctual) is very important for a new employee.

27. If I had previewed my lessons carefully yesterday, I (know) how to answer the
questions now.

28. Our refrigerator is light in weight, portable in size and low in power (consume) .

29. The time limit for the project was determined, only three weeks (allow) for making
the necessary preparations.

30. Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet in the original is beyond our capacity while the
(simple) edition is quite easy.

31. (pass) all the tests, she felt a great weight taken off her mind.

32. Everything (take) into consideration, they ought to have another chance.

33. Before taking off, we were asked to (fast) our safe belt and clear up the board
before us.

34. 1t is the fourth year now since | (start) working as a teacher.

35. ltis (responsible) to allow all such polluting water being discharged from the chemical
plant into the river.

Part III Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Directions; This part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks for you to fulfil. You should
read the reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.

Task 1
Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions or unfinished statements ,
numbered 36 to 40. For each question or statement there are 4 choices marked A) , B), C) and D).

You should make the correct choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single

line through the center.

Until now, computers have been primarily employed in cars to keep the engine running cleanly
and efficiently, and to monitor its performance. Compared with your laptop PC ( F2HL%) , they’re
almost nothing. Why not link your much more powerful portable PC directly to your car?

That’s on the way. The key step is to link your car’s cell phone with the Global Positioning
System, a wireless data modem, and voice-recognition and text-to-speech software, all running
through a laptop. Through voice interaction, engineers hope to avoid distracting the driver from the

primary job of driving.
.4 .
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The basic voice-command systems are already available to adjust the climate control and audio
systems in luxury cars like Jaguar’s S-Type and the Mercedes-Benz S-class. But it won't be long
before your car will take direction, read your e-mails and make reservations for dinner. Happily, the
cost of such technology is going down year by year.

On-board computers will provide important safety and convenience features as well. More than a
dozen cities have already put traffic information on the Internet. On long vacation trips, your kids will
watch on-board DVD movie or play video games using the same computer. Individual monitors built
into the backs of the front seats, and wireless headphones, will allow one child to watch an interesting
movie while the other is playing a game of saving the planet from space invaders. Meanwhile, front-

seat passengers can listen to their favorite CD, receive traffic or weather information, or simply

admire the scenery.

36. What does the author mean by saying “ Compared with your laptop PC, they’re almost nothing. ”
(Lines 2-3, Para.1)?
A) The computer plays a great role in car running.
B) The computer used in cars is not much powerful.
C) The laptop PC is not competent enough.
D) The portable PC is too slow.
37. The word “distract” (Line 3, Para.2) means “ .,
A) confuse B) attract C) disturb D) occupy
38. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
A) Computers were used to keep the engine running cleanly and efficiently.
B) The basic voice-command systems are now used in some cars.
C) To read your e-mails and to make reservations for dinner in your car now become true.
D) On long vacation trips, children can play PC games in their car.
39. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A) On-board computers deliver safety and convenience.
B) How to spend a trip.
C) Entertainments during a trip.

D) On-board computers will make a long trip more convenient.

40. ” would be the best title of the passage.
A) Computer B) The Development of Computer Technology
C) The Development of Car Technology D) Computer Changes Car Driving

Task 2

Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The 5 questions or unfinished statements are numbered 41 to 45.

About 10 men in every hundred suffer from color blindness in some way; women are luckier, for
only about one in two hundred is affected in this manner. There are different forms of color

blindness. A man may not be able to see deep red. He may think that red, orange and yellow are all

. 5.
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shades of green. Sometimes a person cannot tell the difference between blue and green. In rare
cases, an unlucky man may see everything in shade of green—a strange world indeed. In certain
occupations, color blindness can be dangerous and the persons applying for the jobs are tested most
carefully. For example, when fighting at night, soldiers use lights to signal to each other. A green
light may mean “ Advance!” and a red light may mean “Danger! Keep back!” You can see what will
happen if somebody thinks that red is green! Color blindness in human beings is a strange thing to
explain. In a single eye there are millions of very small things called “cones” ([EI#E4Hffd). These
help to see in a bright light and to tell the difference between colors. There are also millions of
“rods” (FFFHHMYL) but these are used for seeing when it is nearly dark. They show us shape but
not color. Wait until it is dark tonight, then go outside. Look around you and try to see what colors
you can recognize.

Birds and animals which hunt at night have eyes which contain few or no cones at all, so they
cannot see colors. As far as we know, bats and adult owls (J#3k/%) cannot see colors but light and
dark shapes. Similarly cats and dogs cannot see colors as well as we can. Insects can see ultraviolet
(%24P£%) rays which are invisible to us, and some of them can even see X-rays. The wings of a
moth may seem gray and dull to us, but to insects they may appear beautiful, showing colors which
we cannot see. Scientists know that there are other colors around us which insects can see but we
cannot see. Some insects have favorite colors. Mosquitoes (#{-F) like blue, but do not like yellow.

A red light will not attract insects but a blue lamp will.

41. Among people who suffer from color blindness,
A) some may see everything in shades of green
B) few can tell the difference between blue and green
C) few may think that red, orange and yellow are all shades of green
D) very few may think that everything in the world is in green

42. When millions of rods in our eyes are at work in darkness we can see

A) colors only B) shapes and colors
C) shapes only D) darkness only

43. According to the passage, bats and adult owls cannot see colors .
A) because they hunt at night B) because they cannot see light
C) because they have no cones or rods D) because they have no cones

44. According to the passage, dogs and cats
A) as well as human beings can not see some colors
B) have fewer cones than human beings
C) have less rods than human beings
D) can see colors as well as human beings
45. Which of the following statements is NOT true about insects?
A) All insects have their favorite colors.
B) Insects can see ultraviolet rays which are invisible to man.
C) The world is more colorful to insects than to human beings.

D) Insects can see more colors than human beings can.

.6 -
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Task 3

Directions : The following is a passage. After reading it, you are required to complete the outline below
it (No.46 to No. 50). You should write your answers briefly (in not more than three words) on the
Answer Sheet correspondingly.

Australia is the world’s smallest continent and largest island, a relative young nation established
in an ancient land. For years this land remained barren and isolated. Its development represents
man’s triumph over remoteness and a harsh landscape.

Australia has a land area of 7,682,300 square kilometers and its coastline is 36,735 kilometers
long. It is the world’s driest inhabited continent. Vast areas are arid or semi-desert, and virtually
uninhabited. There are rain forests and vast plains in the north, snow fields in the south-east, desert
in the center and fertile (JE{K#J) croplands in the east, south and south-west. Much of the country
lies in the tropics.

Australia is one of the most urbanized (¥{Tifk) countries in the world, with about 70 percent
of the population living in the 10 largest cities. Most of the population is in the south-eastern corner
and only 15 percent of Australians live in rural areas.

It is generally accepted that Australia’s original inhabitants, the Aboriginal ( -3 #J) people,
have lived on the continent for 40,000 to 60,000 years. They were also its sole human inhabitants
until two centuries ago. The first European settlement of the continent, by British, began in 1788,
on the site now occupied by Sydney, Australia’s largest city. There were then about 1,500 Europeans
and an estimated 300,000 aboriginal people in Australia. As a result of natural increase and immi-
gration, the population today has reached more than 18 million. Australia is a multicultural society
with about a quarter of the population foreign born.

January 26, the date of the first European settlement of the continent in 1788, is Australia’s
National Day. Australia has no official or traditional national costume. The official language is
English, by usage, not by law. Although Australian English has its own colloquialism ( 0 #&F#)
and slang expressions, it does not differ importantly from other forms of English, except in accent.

Spelling generally follows the British form.

Australia’s coastline : 46
The weather character; 47
Population today; more than 48

The National Day. 49
The official language by usage: 50




