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Passage 1

Allen (not his real name) is driving north out of Virginia in the middle of
the night, with stolen property in the back of his van. But Allen isn’t a criminal
— in fact he normally wéuld never dream of breaking the law.

The “property” he stole is a dog he calls Flash. Allen doesn’t particularly
want Flash — in fact, in a few hours he’ll drop him off at a stranger’s house and
never see him again. “I couldn’t just stand by and do nothing,” he explains.
“The vwner was plainly neglecting ( Z# ) the dog, but the police wouldn’t do
anyth‘ng about it. ”

For over a year, Flash had been tied to a tree in front of someone’s house.
“He was sick and poorly treated,” says Allen. “More than once I saw the own-
er kick him for no reason at all. ” Allen had repeatedly tried to get the owner to
take better care of the animal, or to give it away to someone who would. Final-
ly, he took matters into his own hands — in the dead of night, he took Flash off
his chain and drove away with him.

Within an hour, Flash had a new license tag and was being treated by a
veterinarian ( #4%) who knew better than to ask questions. Pictures of the dog
were put up on animal rescue websites, asking for someone to adopt the dog. A
couple in New York offered to take the dog, and animal lovers in states along
the way agreed to provide transportation.

Nobody can say for sure how many animals like Flash are “rescued” every
year — receiving stolen property is a crime, so rescuers tend to stay in the shad-
ows. But a growing number of empty collars ( #j5jifg ) prove their work as more
and more animals find their way to loving homes.

(337 words)
I. Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper
meaning for each one.
( )1. property (Para.1)
A. things that belong to someone

B. a state of being poor



( )2. tie (Para.3)
A. to attempt to do something
B. to fasten something in a particular place
II. Choose the best answer.
( )3. Allen stole the dog because
A. he wanted to sell it to make some money
B. he loved the dog so much
C. he didn’t like the dog’s owner
D. he wanted to do something to help the dog
( )4. What happened to the dog after it was taken away by Allen?
A. Tt belonged to Allen forever.
B. It belonged to a couple in New York.
C. It belonged to a veterinarian.
D. It was returned to its owner by the police.
(' )5. The text covers the following EXCEPT that
A. more and more animals are taken away from their owners because
they are not treated well
B. there are many families who like to take care of the animals that
used to be poorly treated
C. people like Allen who steal animals are punished by law

D. there are animal rescue websites on the Internet



Passage 2

Track 3 is a program that teaches young people who live with mental or
physical disabilities that they can overcome much and lead active and productive
lives. In learning how to ski, the young people also learn self-confidence and
develop the strength and balance that regular exercise can give.

The program has been operating for eight years and is offered locally at Pine
Ridge Ski Club to nine youngsters, aged 6 to 17 years. There are a total of eight
schools in operation in Ontario.

Each child is put into the caring hands of two remarkable adults who volun-
teer to work with the children every Saturday during the seven-week course.
Several of the instructors have been part of the program every year since its be-
ginning and have watched the young people develop quite remarkably as a result
of their participation.

The parents of the children watch from the lounge as their offspring (7% )
learn to trust their instructors and their own bodies. The weekly gatherings of the
parents have the added benefit of being opportunities for them to chat about is-
sues in common and compare notes about the progress of their young people.
Many of the older kids have been in the program for several years and have grad-
uated to taking the ski lift to the longer, higher slopes.

Track 3 got a big boost (i) from the May Court Club of Barrie, which
donated $ 2,000 toward the purchase of the skidoo that transports the children
up the hill. And Monovan Sports do all the boot fitting and equipment sizing
each year for the students. Of course, the good people of Pine Ridge deserve
special thanks for providing tickets for the instructors and students and a desig-
nated space on the hill for the program.

I’s difficult to know who gets the most out of the Track 3 program: the chil-
dren who undoubtedly benefit hugely, both physically and emotionally; the in-
structors who are rewarded for their amazing efforts with the smiles and accom-
plishments of their students; the parents who can observe first hand their chil-
dren overcoming obstacles. Congratulations to the many dedicated people who
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make Track 3 such an outstanding success.

I.

II.

(367 words)
Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper

meaning for each one.

)1. regular (Para. 1)

A.
B.

doing something with purpose

doing something often

)2. volunteer ( Para.3)

A.
B.

to offer to do something without pay

to say something meaningless

Choose the best answer.

)3. Track 3 is a program

A.
B.
€.
D.

to teach people how to ski
to teach young people how to ski
to teach disabled people how to ski

to teach disabled young people how to ski

)4. How often do the children get together?

A.
C.

For eight years. B. Every seven weeks.

Every week. D. Every month.

)5. All the following helped to make Track 3 successful

A
B
C.
D

the government’s suppurt
the volunteers’ participation
the kind local people

the aid from Monovan Sports

EXCEPT



Passage 3

This is a story of the time when humans first walked the earth. And in
those days they did not wear clothes, for they did not know how to weave cloth.

One day, the god Matai decided to teach the art of weaving to one person.
The god taught a gir! called Hambrumai. And what were the designs the girl
wove? She sat by the riverside and saw the ripples and circles made by water.
She wove the ripple pattern on cloth.

She spent days in the forest looking up at trees and the designs made by
their branches. She saw patches of the sky between branches and wove all those
designs on cloth. She saw nature’s patterns very clearly, be they in trees, wa-
ter, flowers, or leaves. When she wore the cloth she wove, it was as if she was
clothed in nature. She was beautiful. And many young men wanted to marry
her.

One day, Hairum, the Porcupine, came to her cave to steal her cloth. As
he tried to get inside the cave, he pushed a rock. The rock fell by the riverside,
and crushed Hambrumai. It also broke the loom on which she used to weave
cloth.

Parts of the loom fell into the river. They were carried by the water in its
journey from the hills to the plains. Wherever people found a part of the loom,
they learnt to weave. Some people believe that the designs Hambrumai made be-
came butterflies.

To this cay the patterns on butterflies” wings carry the designs the girl
made. And people remember Hambrumai to this day as the girl taught the world
to weave.

(274 words)
I. Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper
meaning for each one.
( )1. weave (Para.1)
A. to make cloth

B. to shake one’s hand



( )2. branch (Para.3)
A. a part of a tree
B. a part of an organization
II. Choose the best answer.
( )3. What did Hambrumai weave on her cloth?
A. What the god showed her.
B. What she found in nature.
C. What she saw in her dream.
D. What the god designed.
( )4. How did other people learn to weave according to the passage?
A. They learned weaving from Hambrumai.
B. They learned weaving because they found part of the loom.
C. They were taught by the god, too.
D. They learned weaving by themselves.
( )5. We would most probably read this passage in a book about
A. business B. food C. butterflies D. culture



Passage 4

Most of us have known this for a while — especially those who have a lik-
ing for this wonderful food. Yet do you really know why chocolate is good for

you? Since it is Easter tomorrow and you will probably eat more chocolate than

you normally do, I thought it would be nice to post something about these de-
lightful treats today.

So, how is chocolate good for health? The most common fact that people
know about is that it contains antioxidants ( #7%4k#]). Of course, antioxidants
keep us healthy by keeping the bad effects of aging away. They also help keep
cancer at bay. Yet there is more to chocolate than antioxidants!

Kathleen Blanchard over Her Active Life shares some other health benefits of
chocolate. For example, eating dark chocolate squares can bring about benefits
with regard to blood pressure ( hypertension) over the long term. More than
this, another study supports the idea that chocolate can actually reduce LDL
cholesterol (fE[##E). This is the type of cholesterol that we do not want!

More than these physical health benefits, I believe in the soothing ( #£&#,
i) power of chocolate. Think about the last time that you felt horrible and
you had a bit of chocolate to help you feel better. Wasn't it wonderful comfort
food?

There is no need to convince myself that chocolate can be good for our
health. The thing is, perhaps we might need to moderate our indulgence. Eve-
rything taken more than needed will end up being bad for us. So tomorrow, try
not to overdo it with Easter chocolate !

(274 words)
I. Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper
meaning for each one.
( )1. Easter (Para.1)
A. a religious festival

B. a direction facing east

( )2. treat (Para. 1)



A.
B.

a special food that tastes good

an event that gives somebody a lot of pleasure

II. Choose the best answer.

(

(

)3. What is the author’s attitude towards chocolate?

A.
B.

C:
D.

He believes that chocolate has no bad effect on our body.

He believes that the more we eat chocolate, the healthier we will
be.

He believes that chocolate has more ill effects on us than benefits.

He believes that we should not eat too much chocolate.

)4. According to the passage, chocolate can bring us all the following ben-
efits EXCEPT that

)S.

A.
B.

=

We

o w >

<

antioxidants in it can help to keep the bad effects of aging away
eating dark chocolate squares can bring about benefits to blood
pressure

chocolate can reduce LDL cholesterol

we have no feeling of being horrible after eating chocolate

can learn from the passage that

people usually eat lots of chocolate because it is a healthy food
different kinds of chocolate have the same effects on our health
chocolate is one of the foods people eat a lot at Easter

people should eat as much chocolate as possible to keep healthy



Passage 5

The kindergarten to Grade 3 at Shanty Bay School recently celebrated the
third annual Storytime Evening, a chance for the children and their parents (or
grandparents) to dress up in their pajamas, curl up together, and read to each
other.

It was also an opportunity for the school to acknowledge and thank the vol-
unteers who have made the literacy program at the school such a wonderful suc-
cess. The first 100 minutes of every school day are devoted to literacy, with vol-
unteers working alongside teaching staff to instill (#%3) a hunger for reading in
each child. The result is that the young pupils at Shanty Bay School consistently
read above board and provincial levels. One third of the school’s budget is de-
voted to literacy.

For the Storytime Evening, some of the youngsters brought favourite books
from home to share with their friends in reading circles. Each reader, no matter
what skill level, was cheered on by friends.

The partnership between the school, the volunteers, and the parents is

what gives Shanty Bay children such a keen interest in the written words, and

the principal, Gail Read, gives much of the credit to Barb Dunlop, the school’s
lead literacy teacher. It is Barb who organized the Storytime Evening and who
arranges the literacy program at Shanty Bay School. Well done, Barb, and all
who have made the program the success it clearly is.
(236 words)
I. Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper
meaning for each one.

( )1. annual (Para.1)

A. a book published once a year

B. happei.ing once a year
( )2. keen (Para.4)

A. very strong

B. very sharp and quick



II. Choose the best answer.

(

(

)3.

When did the first Storytime Evening take place?
A. Two years ago. B. For three years.

C. 100 minutes ago. D. last year.

Y4. The children could do the following at the Storytime Evening EXCEPT

)5

that

A. they brought books to share with their friends

B. they could read books to others

C. they bought the books offered by the school

D. they could wear pajamas while enjoying the stories

What makes the program successful according to the passage?

A. The volunteers” working together with the school staff.

B. The cooperation between the school, the volunteers and the par-
ents.

C. The hard work of Barb Dunlop.

D. All the above.
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Passage 6

Last autumn my parents were studying in Canada, and brought me over
with them. It was soon my birthday. Then came Halloween. Once I asked Mum
why there was Halloween. She told me a lot about ghosts. I cannot remember it
all. I just remember that many children put on interesting clothes on that day.
They went {from door to door and asked for sweets. “Sweets are like good words
for the dead,” Mum told me. “The more the better. They can help the dead go
to a better place. ™

The day before Halloween, Mum bought me witches™ clothes. They were
black, with a hat. Dressed up the next day, at about 6:30 pm, [ went out with
my parents. It was dark. Many children got together around a house. They were
asking for sweets. They were dressed in different clothes. 1 pushed in and
reached out my hand. I got some. “Wow! There’s nothing hard about this,” 1
thought. T was so happy when 1 looked at the colourful sweets. But there were so
few.

Some kids had left the house and started to go to another house to ask for
more sweels. 1 decided 1o go with them. 1 wanted more, oo. The people at
each house were very kind. They gave me lots of sweets. After some time I had
enough. I started to look around to see how Canadians had decorated their hou-

The houses were so different! Some were made very scarv. There were life-
like skeletons on the fences. There were graves in the gardens. Bat-like clothes
flew in the wind.

When I went home that day, I found that my sweets could fill a whole big
box! “The sweets could last through the year!” I thought, and they did.

(312 words)
I. Here are some words from the passage. Choose the proper
meaning for each one.
( )1. dress (Para.2)

A. 1o pul on clothes



