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FOREWORD

The regular Swansea autumn colloquium on shipping and commercial law has
become a firm fixture in the commercial law calendar. Held every year at Swansea
University under the auspices of the Institute of International Shipping and Trade
Law, it represents an opportunity for academics and practitioners to exchange ideas
on contemporary topics in international trade law and even for the occasional
commercial judge to obtain some advance notice of the likely issues with which
they will soon have to grapple. The summer of 2015 saw the eleventh such event.
It proved to be an international colloquium in the true sense — international in
perspective, with contributions from distinguished scholars from a range of juris-
dictions and backgrounds, covering such diverse topics as paperless trade, the
Rotterdam Rules, Islamic letters of credit and consignees’ rights under a variety
of European legal systems; and a forum for questions and discussions in which
the ideas presented could be tested and refined. This book is the fruit of those
discussions. For those who were unable to experience themselves the late summer
sunshine of Swansea Bay and the warm welcome of the Institute, and even for
those who were fortunate enough to do so, it provides a rich source of learning
and experience covering the whole range of international trade law — sale of goods,
carriage, banking and insurance, the interlocking contracts which are in play when
business people need to trade cargoes across the oceans of the world. It will be a
valuable resource. I commend it to the reader.

The Hon Mr Justice Males

Presiding Judge of the North Eastern Circuit
London, February 2016
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PREFACE

Rather like the background to an Ealing Studios movie, a curious air of England
in the 1950s still hangs like a London fog over much writing on the law of car-
riage and international sales. Swansea University’s Institute of International Ship-
ping and Trade Law makes no bones of its aim to break this mould. From its
beginnings in 2000 it has made a special point of presenting commercial law in
all its disorderly contemporaneity. The present volume, product of the School’s
eleventh annual commercial law colloquium held in September 2015, is no
exception. Its theme could not be simpler: the law affecting carriage and sales
of goods sold in international trade. The first part deals with the sometimes
uneasy relations between these two. It covers such matters as what kind of
contract a seller has to conclude if they agree to arrange delivery (Ruth Hosking),
to the clash between environmentalism and impatience implicit in demands for
slow steaming (Theodora Nikaki) and the often incongruous spatchcocking of
demurrage stipulations into sales agreements (Simon Baughen). The second
section continues the theme with chapters on consignees’ rights in civil-law
Europe and under the Rotterdam proposals (Frank Stevens and Michael F.
Sturley), the ever-changing problems associated with letters of indemnity
(Richard Williams), paperless trade (M. A. Goldby) and the perennial difficulties
of less-than-frank ‘said to contain’ clauses (Olivier Cachard). There follows some
serious stuff on letters of credit in connection with sanctions (Damian Honey
and Michael Buffham), the demands of Islamic propriety (Jason Chuah) and
rejection of goods (Stuart Shepherd), and also on lending against non-title
documents (Andrew Tettenborn). Rounding off the work is a section on some
insurance bugbears: open covers (Peter MacDonald Eggers QC), transit clauses
(Sarah Cockerill QC) and the much-awaited Insurance Act 2015 on cargo insur-
ance (Barig Soyer).

We are, as ever, enormously grateful to Informa Law (from Routledge) for
their continuing generous support for the Institute of International Shipping
and Trade Law, and more generally for commercial law at Swansea. Not only
have they made our job as editors as painless as any such task can ever be:
more to the point, neither this book nor the colloquium underlying it would
have happened without them. We are also grateful to our colleagues at the
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PREFACE

Institute and those who attended last year’s colloquium either as speakers,
chairpersons or delegates. They have all in their own way contributed to the
success of this book.

Barig Soyer
Andrew Tettenborn
February 2016
Swansea, Wales
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