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PREFACE

This volume, Linguistic Studies of Text and Discourse, focuses on the
application of Systemic Functional Grammar to the analysis of texts,
both highly valued and everyday, both written and spoken. The works
in this volume present a framework for pursuing the practice of
linguistic description and analysis of language in use in context of
situation. Understanding better the grammar at work creating meaning,
we appreciate more the work of the grammarian, whose task it is to
explore for evidence as the basis of a linguistically sophisticated inter-
pretation of the text under investigation.

The first part of this volume provides the foundation for subsequent
chapters dealing with detailed analysis of specific texts, ranging from
the highly valued by such anthors as William Golding, J. B. Priestley,
Alfred Lord Tennyson, and Charles Darwin, to the more everyday
variety, such as a fund-raising letter and part of a doctoral defence. All
are meaningful; each an instance formed from the total network of
meaning potential; each accessible through the categories of the
description of the language as a2 whole. A text achieves reality against
an infinity of shadow texts that might have been; a literary work only
has meaning against the background of the language as a whole.

The last sentence of this volume reads, ‘There can be no semiotic
act that leaves the world exactly as it was before.” Such is the power of
grammar at work. With it we are enabled to create meaning, to change
our lives for better or for worse. The grammarian explores the features
whereby this potential for meaning and impact on our world are
realized and experienced.
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