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Preface
The aim of this dictionary is to provide a modern vocabulary of English for the intermedi-
ate student.

The vocabulary of over 15.000 entries has been selected carefully according to various word
frequency counts and syllabuses for national and international examinations.

Each word or term is clearly defined, and examples of cach word and phrase are given in
simple illustrative contexts (over 28,000 in all) . so as to show how the words can be used in
practice.

Layout of the Dictionary

We have tried to lay the dictionary out as clearly as possible. in order to make it as casy as
possible for the student to use.

Each entry begins with a main word. followed by the pronunciation in international pho-
netic symbols: this is followed by the part of speech. Entries where the same word occurs as
two of more different parts of speech are split by numbers. Within each entry, major
differences of meaning are highlighted by letter divisions.

The meanings of the words are written as simply as possible. using only a small defining vo-
cabulary, supplemented as necessary by other words which appear in the dictionary. All
word have cxamples of usage, and for the commonest words we give very many examples,
all set in contexts which are easy to understand. Common idiomatic cxpressions and collo-
cations are highlighted. cxplained. and examples are given for them also.

Throughout the book, usage notes (beginning with the word NOTE:)give irregular forms,
constructions, words which can be confused. etc. These notes are also used to give infor-
mation about the countries of the world which appear as entries.

Some words have fuller encyclopaedic comments in boxes. and these give more information
than can be given within a simple definition.

Word Frequency Grading

Each entry word is preceded by a number. These refer to the frequency of the main word
according to reliable international word counts. The most common 1,500 words are@, the
next 1,500 words are @, the next 1,500 are @ and the 3,500 remaining words are @.



Phonetics

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main words in the
dictionary.

Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark (). but these are only guides as the stress of
the word may change according to its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants
& back b buck
<R harm d dead
D stop [¢] other
ar  type dz jump
av  how f fare
a0 hire g gold
avo  heur h  head
2 course i yellow
a1 loyalty k cab
3 head 1 leave
co fair m mix
et make n nil
E abroad y bring
as  float p post
3 word r rule
i keep s  save
1 fit {  shop
12 near t take
u: pool tf change
[§ boeok 0  theft
A shut v value
w  work
z  zone
3 measure



Supplement
You say

Numbers

onc. two, three. four

five. six. seven. eight

nine. ten, eleven. twelve
thirtcen, fourteen

fifteen. sixteen

scventeen. eighteen
nineteen. twenty
twenty-one. twenty-two. twenty-three
thirty. thirty-one. thirty-two
forty. fifty. sixty

seventy. eighty. ninety

onc hundred. a hundred and one
two hundred. thrce hundred
four hundred. five hundred
six hundred. seven hundred
eight hundred. nine hundred
one thousand

ten thousand

one million

one billion

one trillion

Decimals
0.5

0.23

2.5

Money
£1

30p
£1.25
£27.36

$1
10¢
25¢
30¢
$1.25

100.101

200.300

400.500

600.700

800.900

1.000

10.000

1.000.000
1,000.000.000
1.000,000.000,000

zero point five
zero point two three
two point five

one pound

thirty pence or thirty pee

one pound twenty-five or one twenty-five
twenty-seven pounds thirty-six (pec)

one dollar

ten cents or a dime

twenty-five cents or a quarter

thirty cents

one dollar twenty-five or one twenty-five

romtinned



Telephone numbers
0171-921 3567

Year
1998
2000
1905

Date
2.1.88 or 2/1/98

oh-one-seven-one. nine-two-one.three-five-six-
seven

nincteen ninety-eight

the year two thousand

nineteen five or nineteen hundred and five or
nineteen oh five

the second of January nineteen ninety eight or
(US)February first nineteen ninety eight

NOTE: American dates are written as: month/day/year
European & British dates as: day/month/year

Weights and Measures — Metric Measures

Length

I millimetre (mm)

1 centimetre (cm) =10 mm

1 metre (m) =100 cm

1 kilometre (km) =1000 m
Weight

1 milligramme (mg)

1 gramme (g) =1000 mg

1 kilogramme (kg) =1000 g

1 tonne (t) =1000 kg
Area

1 cm? =100 mm?

1 m? =10,000 cm?
1 are (a) =100 m?

1 hectare (ha) =100 ares

1 km? =100 hectares
Capacity

1 cm? =0.0610 cu.in
1 dm? =1000 cm?

1 md =1000 dm®

1 litre =1dm?

1 hectolitre =100 litres

.0394 in
.3937 in

. 0936 yds
.6214 mile

O OO

LI [ T I |

=0.0154 grain
=0.0353 oz
=2.2046 1b
=0.9842 ton

0.1550 sq. in.
1.1960 sq. yds
119.60 sq. yds
=2.4711 acres
=0.3861 sq. mile

.0351 cu. ft
.3080 cu. yds
.2200 gallon
. 7497 bushels

oo
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continued. . .



Weights and Measures — Imperial Measures

Length
inch
foot
yard
rod
chain
furlong
mile

Weight

1 ounce

1 pound

1 stone

1 hundredweight
1 ton

A Vo

Area
1 sq.inch
1 sq. foot
1 sq. yard
1 acre
1 sq. mile

Capacity

1 cu.inch

1 cu. foot

1 cu.yard

1 pint

1 quart

1 gallon

1 bushel

1 fluid ounce
1 pint

i

1
3
5

2 inches
feet
.5 yards

= 22 yards

mwnw4an

4
1
1
1
2

37.6 grains
6 ounces

4 pounds
12 pounds
0 cwt

=144 sq.ins
=9 sq. ft
=4840 sq. yds
=640 acres

= 1728 cu.ins

oo oo o

gallons
fl. drachms
0 fl.oz

(IR TR TR
NSO M
o
w
S
=
3
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16.387 cm®
0.0283 m®
0.7646 m®
0.5683 litre
1.1365 litres
4.5461 litres
36.369 litres
28.413 cm®
568.26 cm?

{1 L L 1 | B VI 1



CONTENTS

Preface ---------- -

Layout of the chtlonary R AR

Word Frequency Grad|ng et teeactsesarecec et sarrascsesestesnanotunanes
Phonetlcs eseercresanssrssurs . cae ITECTRTT R TR R
Supplement P L R T L R T SR S
A-Z e et 06 s et ate ess bat et essaeetanate eaaasetee st tea et cesces to et esonn 1 77

[
WN ~~m -

(o]



about

Aa

DA, a

lo] BisFaRE -~Fi
first letter of the alphabet. followed by B; do
you mean ‘dependant’ spelt with an ‘a’ or
with an ‘e’?; from A to Z = completely. all
the way through; the A to Z = street guide
for a town, especially one for London; you
can find our road in the A to Z

@ a, an

[e1 or een] article (HEF#RED (4 B— (D
(@) one: I want a cup of tea; she’s bought a
new car; an enormous hole; we had to wait an
hour for the bus; a useful guidebook

(b) for each or to each; apples cost 50p a ki-
lo; the car was travelling at 50 kilometres an
hour; he earns £ 100 a day (NOTE: an is used
in front of words beginning with a, e, i, 0, u
and with h if the h is not pronounced (an apple;
an hour) ; a is used in front of all other letters
and also in front of u where U is pronounced [ ju:]
(a useful guidebook) )

@ abandon
[;'bxndan] verb (RBHAL . X ST BF: B

(@) to leave; he abandoned his wife and chil-
dren; the crew abandoned the sinking fishing
boat

(b) to give up, to stop doing something; the
company has decided to abandon the project;
we abandoned the idea of setting up a London
office

@ abandoned

[o'baendand ] adjective BimFRYy, WMIEN

no longer used or lived in; two families of ref-
ugees moved into the abandoned house

@ abbreviation

[abrizvi'erfan] noun £E#, HERX

short form of a word; ‘Ltd’ is the abbrevia-
tion for ‘Limited’

® ability

[atbiht1} noun #4&i; %%

(@) having the force to do something: he has
many abilities but singing isn’t one of them
(NOTE: plural in this meaning is abilities)

(b) being clever; he’s a man of great or out-
standing ability; T do it te the best of my abil-
ity = Il do it as well as I can

® abile

['ebl] adjective (RA AW .M HF.
Ik SR BT RSN

to be able to do something = to have the capa-
bility or chance to do something; she wasn’t
able to breathe; will you be able to come to the
meeting?; they weren’t able to find the house
(NOTE: able is only used with to and a verb)

@ aboard

[o'bod] adverb & preposition # # (& €. %)
IS

on a ship or vehicle; the truck ran into a bus
with twenty passengers aboard; the passengers
went aboard the ‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. ;
when the ship docked, customs officers came
aboard to inspect the cargo; all aboard! = eve-
ryone get on, please!

@® abolish

[a'bohif] verb ik BeRs (i B . T8 %)
to get rid of (a law, a right); Parliament vo-
ted to abolish capital punishment

@ abortion

[o'bofan] noun =, WK
ending of a woman’s pregnancy; she did not
want the baby, so asked to have an abortion

@ about

[o'baut]

1 preposition %F; RE: A¥T

(@) referring to; he told me all about his op-

eration; what do you want to speak to the doc-

tor about?; she’s worried about her heart prob-

lems

(b) to be about to do something = to be just

going to do something; we were about to go

home when you arrived

(¢) in the process of doing something; while

you’re about it, can you post this letter?

(d) (informal) how about or what about =

what do you think; we can’t find a new secre-

tary for the club - what about Sarah?; how

about a cup of tea? = would you like a cup of

tea?

2 adverb k% Blkt

(&) approximately; the table is about two me-

tres long; I've been waiting for about four

hours; she’s only about fifteen years old

(b) in various places; there were papers lying

about on the floor; there is a lot of flu about
t



above 2

abuse

during the winter months

@ above
[a'bav]
1 preposition (EBBEHEZF B T: €0
iy B

(@) higher than; the plane was flying above
the clouds; the temperature in the street was
above 30 degrees; at prices above £ 6.00, no-
body will buy it; if you are above 18, you have
to pay the full fare

(b) louder than: I couldn’t hear the telephone
above the noise of the drills

(¢) earlier on (in a book): higher up (on a
page): see the section on computers on page 25
above

2 noun EXBBIMA

the above = people mentioned earlier; all the
above have passed the test

@ abroad
[o'brod] adverb B4, EEE 5
in another country; to another country; he
travels abroad a lot on business; they’ve gone
abroad on holiday; holidays abroad are more
and more popular; she lives abroad and only
comes back to England for her holidays

@® abrupt
[o'brapt] adjective Zemuts (¥ 1k ¥ MRE
(a) sudden; he made an abrupt change of
Plan; the bus made an abrupt turn to the right
(b) not very polite; his reply was abrupt and
to the point

@ absence

['ebsans] noun & Bz

(a) being away from a place; she did not ex-
plain her absence from the meeting; the former
president was sentenced in his absence; in the
absence of = without someone being there; in
the absence of the chairman, his deputy took
the chair; leave of absence == permission to be
away from work; -he asked for leave of absence
to visit his wife in hospital )
(b) lack of something; in the absence of any
map of the town we had to ask our way

absent

['absant) adjective Feeimmy, 5w

not there; the chairman was absent from the
meeting; ten of the staff are absent with flu;
let’s drink a toast to absent friends

® absolute

['xbsalu:t] adjective #xtty, + B8

complete, total; the general assumed absolute

power; he’s an absolute fool - he should have

accepted the offer immediately; absolute major-

ity = majority over all the others; the govern-

ment has an absolute majority of fifteen; abso-~

lute 2ev0 ™= the lowest: possible temperature
*

@ absolutely

['ebssluth] adverb st 4h. #a3ist
completely, totally: I am absolutely sure I left
the keys in my coat pocket

@ absorb

[ob'sab,-'zob] verb Wy : B SWEE

(a) to take in (a liquid, etc.): the liquid
should be absorbed by the paper; salt absorbs
moisture from the air

(b) to reduce a shock; the car’s springs are
supposed to absorb any shock from the road
surface

(c) absorbed in = totally interested in; he
was so absorbed in his newspaper that he didn’t
notice that the toast had burnt

® abstract

[ ‘zbstrakt]

1 adjective gt ; HMR IO

(@) which exists only in the mind; she has
lots of abstract theories about how to reorganize
society

(b) abstract art = art which does not repro-
duce something exactly; an abstract painting
by Picasso

2 noun M| M|RLEAREL WE

(@) something which exists in your mind on-
ly; in the abstract = in a general way

(b) an abstract painting; he started by paint-
ing abstracts and then turned to portraits

(c) short form of a report or document; he
was asked to make an abstract of the report

® absurd

[ob'sad] adjective %y, BEY
silly; it’s absurd to rely on winning the lottery

@ abuse

1 noun

[o'bjus] mm, WY, &

(a) bad use; the minister’s action is an abuse
of power; demonstrators are protesting against
abuses of human rights in various parts of the
world

{b) rude words: the strikers shouted abuse at
the police; a term of abuse = a rude word
(¢) very bad treatment; she suffered Physical
abuse in prison; sexual abuse of children
{NOTE: no plural for meanings (b} and (c))

2 verb

[o'bjuz] s, mes: By

(8) to make the wrong use of ; he abused his
position as finance director; be abused my con-
fidence = he took advantage of my trust in
him

(b) to treat very badly, usually sexually; as
a child, she was abused by her uncle

(C) to say rude things about someone; the
crowd sang songs abusing the president’s wife



academic 3

accommodation

@ academic

[ ixko'demik]

1 adjective #%:89: ¥Rty

(@) referring to study at a university; mem-
bers of the academic staff received a letter from
the principal; academic year = school year or
university year, period which starts in Sep-
tember and finishes in August: the new aca-
demic year starts next week

(b) theoretical: it is only of academic inter-
est

2 noun K ¥¥ UG

a university teacher; she teaches at a universi-
ty and all her friends are academics

@® academy
g'Akmdanu] noun % 1R R LR FR.

(@) college where specialized subjects are
taught; a military academy; an academy of
music

(b) (in Scotland) secondary school which se-
lects students by their exam results; he went to
Stirling Academy

(€) private society for the study of art or sci-
ence; the Russian Academy of Sciences; the
Royal Academy of Arts = private London soci-
ety for teaching art and putting on art exhibi-
tions

@ accelerate

[ok'selorert] verb i, #fhnth

(@) to go faster; he pressed down on the pedal
and the car accelerated; don’t accelerate when
you get to traffic lights

(b) to make something go faster; the drug
accelerates the heart rate

@ accent

['#ksant] noun C#; EHRS: B FEX
(a) particular way of saying words; she has
an Irish accent; he speaks with an American
accent

(b) sign over a printed letter; am acute accent
= sign sloping forwards over a vowel, such as
é; ‘résumé’ has two acute accents

(€) stress in speaking; in the word ‘accele-
rate’ the accent is on the “cel’

(d) general stress; the accent of the govern-
ment’s programme is on youth unemployment

accept

[ok'sept] verb #2: FIM: B@

(a) to take a present; we hape you will accept
this little gift

(b) to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something;
she accepted the offer of a job in Australia; I
invited her to come with us and she accepted
(€) to agree to handle something; warious
European currencies arg. accepted on the ferry;
‘all major credit cards accepted’; do you accept

traveller’s cheques? (NOTE: do not confuse
with except)

@ acceptable

[ak'septabl ] adjective & LIEZ %y

easily accepted; a small gift of flowers would
be very acceptable; the offer is not acceptable to
the people selling the house

@ acceptance

[ok'septans] noun 2. ®iF

(@) taking something which is offered; he
indicated his acceptance of the offer

(b) agreement; we received her letter of ac-
ceptance this morning

® accepted

[ok'septid] adjective 73ikty

which is taken as correct by most people; this
is not an antiseptic in the accepted sense of
the word

@ access

[ 'zkses])

1 noun &if: ¥mM

(a) way of getting to a place; the concert
hall has access for wheelchairs; at present
there is no access to the site

(b) to have (easy) access to = to be able to
get easily: the company has access to substan-
tial funds

2 verb M, F I

to get information from a computer; she tried
to access the address list

@ accident

['eksidont] noun st eim: Wik

() something which happens by chance; he
discovered the missing papers by accident

{(b) unpleasant thing which happens and cau-
ses damage; the accident happened or took
Place at a dangerous corner; she was involved
in a car accident and had to go to hospital;
thirty people were killed in the air accident; he
missed his flight, because his bus had an acci-.
dent on the way to the airport; industrial acci-
dent = accident which takes place at work

@ accidental

[ieksi'dentl] adjective ®shay. MR M
which happens by accident; the police think
his death was not accidental

@ accidentally

[izksi'dentali] adverb &5, MR
by chance; he discovered the missing papers
accidentally

@ accommodation

[aikome'derfan] nowun p15; W

(@) place to live: all the available accommo-
dation in the town has been taken by journa-
lists; visitors have difficulty in finding hotel



accompany

account

accommodation during the summer; they are (7)) account

living in furnished accommodation

(b) compromisc, agreement; he reached an
accommodation with his creditors

(C) accommodation address = address used
for receiving messages but which is not the
real address of a company (NOTE: no plural in
British English but American English uses ac-
commodations in the first meaning)

@ accompany
[a'kamparu] verb Blal: %%
(@) to go with; he accompanied his wife to
the hospital; the pain was accompanied by high
temperature; turkey is served accompanied by
roast potatoes
(b) to play a musical instrument, when some-
one else plays or sings; she sang and was ac-
companied on the piano by her father (NOTE:
accompanied by someone or something)

® accomplish
[a'kamplif, 'kom-] verb st R(E%). LB’
to achieve something successfully; what do
you hope -to plish at the ing?; 1
don’t think he has accomplished very much in
his first year as head of the museum

@ accord
[a'kod]
1 noun pyig: %
(@) agreement; they are still discussing the
terms of the accord but we hope it will be signed
today; with one accord = with the agreement
of everyone
(b) of your own actord = without being or-
dered or forced by anyone; of his own accord
he decided to sell his business and retire to a
Greek island
2 verb (ERI@T: SR
(@) (formal) to give as an honour; he was
aceorded a civic reception -
(b) to accord with = to agree with: his way
of behaving does not accord with his principles

® according to

[o'kodiy tu] adverb #--Frifh: &M

(@) as someone says or writes; the washing
machine was installed according to the
manufacturer’s instructions; according to the
witness, the car was going too fast

(b) in relation to: the teachers have separa-
ted the children into classes according to their
ages

@ accordingly
[o'kodigh] adverb FB#. HiGIH
as a result of something just mentioned; we
have received your letter and have changed your
flight booking accordingly; he’s an experienced
cook and should be paid accordingly

[a'kavnt ]

1 noun W B, M1, ok .%H
(a) bank account = arrangement which you
make with a bank to keep your money safely:
I put all my savings into my bank account;
this type of bank account pays 10% interest;
to open a bank account = to start keeping
money in a bank: to clese a bank account = to
stop keeping money in a bank; current account
or cheque account US checking account = ac-
count which pays little or no interest but from
which the customer can withdraw moncy
when he wants by writing cheques; deposit ac-
count = account which pays interest but on
which notice usually has to be given to with-
draw money; savings acoount = account where
you put money in regularly and which pays in-
terest, often at a higher rate than a dcposit
account

(b) (in a shop) arrangement which a custom-
er has to buy goods and pay for them later;
put it on my account or charge it to my ac-
count; (of a customer) to open an account = to
ask a shop to supply goods which you will pay
for later: (of a shop) to open an account or to
close an account = to start or to stop supplying
a customer on credit; to settle an acoount = to
pay all the money owed on an account

{€) on account = as part of a total bill; to pay
money on account = to pay to settle part of a
bill

(d) on account of = because of, due to; the
trains are late on account of the fog; we don’t
use the car much on account of the price of pet-
rol .

(e) 1 was worried on her account = 1 was
afraid something might happen to her; on no
account = pot under any circumstances

(f) to take something into account or to take ac-
comnt of something = to consider something:
we have to take the weather into account

(@) story; they were amused by his account of
the journey; by all accounts = as everyone
says; by all accounts, she is a very attractive
woman

(h) the accounts of a business or a company’s
accounts = detailed records of a company’s fi-
nancial affairs; to keep the accounts == to write
each sum of money in the account book; profit
and Joss account (P&L acoount) = statement
of company expenditure and income over a
period of time, showing whether the company
has made a profit or loss; accounts department
== department in a company which deals with
money paid, received, borrowed or owed

2 verb kL RE

to account for = to explain; he was asked to
account for all his expenditure



accountancy 5

acquire

@ accountancy
[o'kavntanst] noun &t
study of the work of being an accountant: he
is studying accountancy or he is an account-
ancy student (NOTE: American English uses
accounting in this meaning)

@ accountant
[s'kauntont] noun &t AR, &0
person who deals with accounts; I send all my
tax queries to my accountant; she has an ap-
pointment with her accountant to go over her
tax form

@ accounting
{o'kauntig] noun &3t
work of recording money paid, received, bor-
rowed or owed (NOTE: the word accounting
is used in the USA to mean the subject as a
course of study, where British English uses ac-
countancy)

@ accuracy
['ekjurast] noun BB (HE). HH ()
being correct in every detail; accuracy is very
important when drawing maps; the police doubt
the accuracy of the witness’ statements

@ accurate
['ekjurit] adjective ¥Ewnty, Wy
correct in all details; are the figures accu-
rate?; we asked them to make an accurate copy
of the plan of the house

® accurately
[ 'ekjurith] adverb v, Bt
correctly: the weather forecast accurately pre-
dicted the storm; it is very difficult to repro-
duce the sound of an ol accurately

@ accusation
[ iekju:'zerfan, ekjo- ] noun #. 4%
statement that someone has done wrong; the
secretary made an accusation against her boss;
he denied the accusations which were made
against him

3 accuse
[o'kjuzz] verb .84
to say that someone has done something
wrong; the police accused her of stealing the
money; she was accused of stealing from the
shop where she worked (NOTE: you accuse
someone of a crime or of doing something)

@ accused
[o'kjuzzd] noun w4
the accused = person or people charged with a
crime; all the accused pleaded not guilty; the
police brought the accused into the court
(NOTE: can be singular or plural: the six ac-
cused all appeared in court)

@ ace

[es] noun (e A REE: (MEF
B -EE

(@) playing card with one spot: he played the
ace of spades

(b) someone who is brilliant at doing some-
thing: he’s our ace salesman

(c¢) (in tennis) service which the opposing
player cannot touch: Henman has served four
aces so far

@ achieve
[3'tfiv] verb ik5%. 1%
to succeed in doing something; what do you
hope to achieve by writing to your MP?; the
theatre company has achieved great success in
the USA; he achieved all his objectives

@ achievement
[a'tfivmant] noun ®gk. His%
thing which has been donc successfully;
coming sixth was a great achievement, since he
had never raced before; she is excessively mod-
est about her achievements

@ acid
['esid]
1 noun ®. m%
liquid chemical substance containing hydro-
gen, which burns; the muggers threw acid in
her face
2 adjective s
(@) sour: the acid taste of lemons
(b) acid rain polluted rain which Kkills
trees: acid rain often falls a long distance
away from the source of the pollution

® acknowledge
[ok'nolids] verb Bik (&) &ik
(a) to say that something has been received;
I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter of the 15th; he has still not acknowledged
my letter of the 24th
(b) to admit that something is true; in the
end, they acknowledged defeat or they acknowi-
edged that they were beaten; he acknowledged
that what she said was true

@® acquaintance
[o'kwemntans] noun iR #8iREA
(&) knowing someone; to make the acquaint-
ance of someone = to get to know someone for
the first time: I made her acquaintance when
we were at college together
(b) person you know: she has many ac-
quaintances in the newspaper industry but no
real friends

@ acquire
[o'kwais(r) } verb i . %18
to obtain or to get; she has acquired a large
collection of shoes; acquired taste = something
which you come to like after a time; hot curry
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activity

is something of an acquired taste

® acquisition

[iekwr'zifan] noun B8 K8y

(@) act of acquiring; his acquisition of half
the shares in the company shocked the staff
{b) thing which has been acquired; you sim-
ply must see his latest acquisition - a pink
Rolis Royce!

@ acre

['erka(r) ] noun Hig

measure of land, 4840 square yards or 0.4047
hectares (NOTE: the piural is used with figures,
except before a noun: he has bought a farm
of 250 acres or he has bought a 250-acre
farm)

@ across

[o'krus])

1 preposition %5, #-- 093 E

(a) from one side to the other; he helped the
old lady across the street; don’t run across the
road without looking to see if there are any
cars coming

(b) on the other side; he called to her from
across the street; their house is across the street
from ours = it is just opposite our house

2 adverb \—H1 35—, BB

from one side to the other; the river is only
twenty feet across; the stream is very narrow -
you can easily jump across

o act

[zkt]

1 noun $3%: W %%

(@) thing which is done; he didn’t forget the
many acts of kindness she had shown him over
the years; we caught him in the act = we
caught him as he was doing it

(b) part of a play, of a show: Act II of the
Play takes place in the garden; the circus has
acts with lions and elephants; (informal) to
get your act together == to organize yourself
properly; if they don’t get their act together,
they'll miss the last date for entries to the
competition

(c) law passed by Parliament; an act to ban
the sale of weapons

2 verb 3, W, B9k

(a) to take part in a film. play. etc.; she's
acted on TV many times; he acted the part of
Hamlet in the film

(b) to do something; you will have 10 act
quickly if you want to stop the fire; she acted
in a very responsible way; to act on behaif of =
to represent; the lawyer is acting on behalf of
the old lady’s family; to act as = to do the
work of; the thick curtain acts as a screen to
cut out noise from the street

strangely

@ acting

[ '&ktin]

1 adjective B8

taking thc place of someone who is absent;
Mr Smith is the acting chairman while Sir
James is in hospital

2 noun WA, ¥

profession of an actor: he has decided to make
his career in acting

® action

['ekfan] noun wF#5. #% . M. Fid

(@) doing something: what action are you go-
ing to take to prevent accidents?; out of action
== not working; the car has been out of action
for a week; the goalkeeper broke his leg and
will be out of action for some time; to take in-
dustrial action = to do something (usually to
go on strike) to show that you are not happy
with conditions at work

(b) what happens in a play, film, etc.; the
action of the play takes place in a flat in Lon-
don

(c¢) instruction to start filming; camera,
lights, action!

(d) case in a law court where someone sues
someone else; an action for libel or a libel ac-
tion; to bring an action for damages against
someone; to take legal action against someone =
to sue someone

® active

['=zktuv] adjective EBkty: ZiEshha  RBM,
Fahiy

(@) energetic or positive; my grandmother is
still very active at the age of 88; he didn’t play
an active part in the attack on the police sta-
tion

(b) (volcano) which is erupting: scientists
think the volcano is no longer active

(©) on active service; US on active duty = ser-
ving in the armed services in time of war; he
was killed on active service

(d) form of a verb which shows that the sub-
ject is doing something (NOTE: if you say ‘the
car hit him’ the verb is active, but ‘he was hit
by the car’ is passive)

@ actively

['zktivi] adverb Bl . 31
in an active way; the store is actively recrui-
ting new staff

® activist

['ektivist] noun B4y 7. EEKAF

person who vigorously supports a political par-
ty; the meeting was disrupted by an argument
between the chairman and left-wing activists

(c) to behave; he’s started acting very @ activity
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[zk'tviu] noun #Eah; #HRYERIES

(@) being active; there was a lot of activity on
the stock market

(b) occupation, thing you do to amuse your-
self : children are offered various winter holiday
activities - sailing, skating, skiing, etc.; ac-
tivity holiday = planned holiday where you do
certain things (such as painting, climbing
rocks, etc.) (NOTE: plural in this meaning is
activities)

@ actor or actress
['ekto or 'ekiris] noun ¥
person who acts in the theatre, in films, on
television; a famous TV actor (NOTE: the plu-
ral of actress is actresses)

@ actual
['ektjusl] adjective sfing. Hxhy
real; it looks quite small but the actual height
is 5 metres; her actual words were much ruder
than that; in actual fact = really; in spite of
what the newspapers said, in actual fact he did
sell his shares :

@ actually
['zktjuoli] adverb srru. Hki
really; it looks quite small, but actually it is
over 5 metres high; he told his boss he was ill,
but actually he wanted to go to the football
match

@ acute
[o'kjuit] adjective Btrny, G ey, QM A
TN

(@) serious illness or pain which starts sud-
denly and lasts for a short time; he felt acute
chest pains; the pain was very acute; compare
CHRONIC

(b) acute angle = angle which is less than 90"
(¢) keen; dogs have an acute sense of smell

adapted for the disabled

(b) to change to become more suitable: the
country will have to adapt to the new political
system

@ add

Led] verb jm-—hnsk: % ims Mo

(@) to make a total of numbers; if you add
all these numbers together it should make fifty
(NOTE: add is usually shown by the plus sign
+ : 10 + 4 = 14: say 'ten add four equals
fourteen’)

(b) to join to something else; interest is add-
ed to the account monthly; add two cupfuls of
sugar; put a tea bag into the pot and add boil-
ing water; by building the extension, they have
added thirty rooms to the hotel; this paint is
too thick - add some water to it

(€) to say or to write something more: I
have nothing to add to what I put in my letter;
she added that we still owed her some money
for work she did last month

@® addict

['edikt] noun # g8y A

person who cannot stop doing something, es-
pecially taking drugs; drug addict = person
who takes drugs as a habit; a centre for drug
addicts

@ addicted

[o'diktid] adjective + Tty

(person) who cannot stop doing something;
people addicted to alcohol can be treated at the
centre

® addiction

[o'dikfan] noun %
not being able to stop doing something; he
hopes to cure her drug addiction

(d) acute accent = mark sloping forwards @ addition

over a vowel, indicating a change of sound;
‘café’ has an acute accent on the ‘e’

® ad

[&d) noun (EER)%

(informal) = ADVERTISEMENT; if you want
to sell your car quickly, put an ad in the pa-
per; classified ads = newspaper advertise-
ments which are listed under special headings,
such as ‘jobs wanted’ or ‘household items for
sale’; look in the classified ads if you want a
cheap cooker; small ads = small advertise-
ments for jobs, for things for sale; I was just
looking through the small ads when I saw that
they wanted a gardener

@ adapt
[o'dzept] verb musis Bk, 3SR
(a) to change something so that it fits; ' the
play has been adapted for the cinema; she

[d'difan] noun m: Mimey A9

(a) action of adding figures to make a total;
you don’t need a calculator to do a simple addi-
tion

(b) thing or person added; the latest addi-
tion to the family; he showed us the additions
to his collection of paintings

(€) in addition = also; in addition to = as
well as; there are twelve registered letters to be
sent in addition to this parcel

@ additionat

[o'difsnl] adjective Wimey, ¥Einay
more; additional duty will have to be paid

@ additionally

[o'difsnali] adverb Wimu. Fms
in addition; the price includes the camera, its
case and additionally six free films

adapted the story for TV; the car has been (D address



