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Radio Program ( | )T

Part | Starters

Task 1. International Organizations g

Directions: Write out the full name of each of the following acronyms according to the

recording.

1. PLO; The Palestine Liberation Organization was formed in 1964 at the first Arab summit
meeting. Yasser Arafat was the Chairman of the PLO from 1968 till 2004.

2. ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations was formed in 1967 by Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand to promote political and economic
cooperation among the member countries. .

3. WHO:. The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations,
formed in 1948, with its headquarters in Geneva.

4. UNESCO: United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization is an agent of

the UN with its headquarters in Paris,

. CIA: The Central Intelligence Agency is an agency of the Executive Office of the Presi-

dent of the United States, created in 1947, and responsible for keeping the government
informed of foreign actions affecting the nation’s interests.

OAU; The Organization of African Unity was formed in 1963 by 30 African countries to
co-ordinate cultural, political, scientific, and economic policies and to end colonialism in

Africa.

. NASA: National Aeronautics and Space Administration, is an agency of the U. 8. govern-

ment, established in 1958, to plan, direct and conduct all U, S. aeronautical and space

activities,
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NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a regional defense alliance, created by
North Atlantic Treaty in 1949, to enhance the stability, well being, and freedom of its

members by means of a system of collective security.

| Directions: Write out the source of each of the following news according to the recording.

® g
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2| 2,
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3.
=
4,
N
5.
6.
7.
8.

China’ s official news agency Xinhua said improved relations depend completely on the
question of Taiwan, -

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said the German Government still supports a complete ban
on medium-range nuclear missiles in Europe.

News reports from Israel and Lebanon indicate the two countries may soon begin direct
talks.

‘European Community officials say Japanese trade with the two nations has increased
almost nine percent in the first five months of the year.

Russian investigators have announced that explosives were found on both planes that
crashed with the loss of 90 lives last week, focusing attention on the roles of two dead
female passengers believed to be of Chechen origin.

Vice-President Dick Cheney will visit China next week at the end of his present visit to
five Asian and Pacific countries, the White House says.

Former US Secretary of State and Nobel Peace Prize winner Hgnry Kissinger has suffered
a heart attack but is doing well, according to hospital officials.

Tehran Radio says at least eleven persons have been killed and many injured in a powerful

explosion in the Iranian capital.

Task 3. WHO & WHAT in the News Lead -

Directions: Write out the subject (WHO or WHAT) of each of the following news leads

according to the recording.

1.

Russia’s space station met its end Friday upon a fiery re-entry into the Earth’s atmos-
phere, scattering tons of metal debris over the Pacific,

Europe’s battered stock markets rebounded on Friday.

3. Officials from 14 nations met Monday in Wellington to open a two-week conference on the

|
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future of Antarctica. . *®
4. The European Commission is planning to approve the merger of America Online and Time g
Warner but block the tie-up between EMI and Time Warner, according to reports.
5. Several hundred Palestinian supporters demonstrated in Damascus Monday at the embas- 'ﬁ
sies of the United States, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. 2
6. The death toll in a California mudslide rises to 10 as rescuers find the bodies of a woman
and three children. |
7. Much of Europe remains grave today by protests over higher fuel prices as Union leaders |
and protesters call on European governments to slash energy taxes. o
8. The Middle East peace process has a new lease on life, at least according to the Israeli
prime minister, | 2
9. Congressional leaders have sharply criticized President Bush’s budget plan. P
4
®Part [ News in Brief . (L

Task 1. Top News of the Hour

Directions: Listen to the following news and fill in the missing words.

(It is 24 hours Universal Time. Here is the News from the Voice of America. |I’m Bill Hanson in

Washington. Now the top news of the hour:)

1. Protests over higher fuel prices paralyze much of western Europe.

2. In central Japan, flooding and landslides kill at least 5 people, and force hundreds of
thousands from their homes.

3. Australian police clash with anti-globalization protesters for a second day outside a
meeting of the World Economic Forum in Melbourne.

4. Memorial services are held in Turkey to remember hundreds of Jewish refugees who were

killed during the 2nd World War when their boat sank in the Black Sea.

Task 2. A Top News

Item ;r

Directions: Listen to the news and choose the best answer to complete each of the following
3

N
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Statements.
(You are listening to the Voice of America.)

EUROPE: Much of Europe remains grave today by protests over higher fuel prices as
Union leaders and protesters call on European governments to slash energy taxes. Truckers,
farmers, taxi drivers and others continue to block roads, refineries and disrupt traffic in
Britain, Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany. British Prime Minister Tony Blair is meet-
ing his cabinet as pressure mounts on the government to invoke emergency powers. He has

expressed sympathy for the protesters but remains firm about the government’s gasoline tax.

Task 3. News Summaries S

L e

Directions: Listen to the news summaries and decide whether each of the following
statements is true or false. Write “T” for true and “F” for false in the blank before each
question number.

1. North Korea said Saturday that it was “quite possible” to settle the international standoff
over its nuclear weapons program if the United States drops its alleged goal of toppling
the communist regime. '

2. Computers are common on college campuses in the US. Students said one school in the
Midwest use their computers anywhere on campus without those nasty wires.

3. Another school year is beginning in the Democratic Republic of Congo too. Their students
are ignoring new fighting in an ongoing war to study at a port in the town of Zango.

4. Guerillas stormed a police station in southern Baghdad and detonated a car bomb outside a

Shiite mosque in attacks that killed at least 25 people, police said.

Part [T News Reports

n’),’,’,’,’))’))’)”,’,,

Subject 1. Politics
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Task 1. Negotiation 8

Directions: Listen to the news items and decide whether each of the following statements is
4

_
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true or false. Write “T” for true and “F” for false in the blank before each question ®

number,
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, accusing the opposition and their supporters of

plotting a coup, on Wednesday called on all political parties to sit down and talk.

¥ 3 @

In an address at the nationwide coordination meeting, Kuchma said the opposition
leader, Viktor Yushchenko, was planning to “resort to force—to stage a state coup” even
before the end of the presidential election.

The illegal swearing-in of Yushchenko as Ukrainian president is part of the coup, said !
Kuchma, who expressed fear of a reoccurrence of “the civil war that happened in last
century. ”

However, Kuchma said, the situation is still totally under control, and Ukraine will not
bow down before any pressure, either from outside or inside, neither will the country allow

the occurrence of violence.

B % N 3

Kuchma urged all sides to “immediately sit down at the negotiating table” and other

nations “to abstain from meddling in Ukrainian affairs. ”

Teok 2. Eoction @)

Directions; Listen to the following news item and fill in the missing words.

Nearly 30 percent of military voters who requested ballots in 2000 didn’t get in time to
vote. Deadlines vary, but most states, including Illinois, require that ballots be received by
Election Day. Other states, including Ohic and Florida, count them for up to 10 or more
days later. The handling of military ballots was a major issue in the ballot recount in Florida
in 2000 that led to Bush’s victory, when election officials rejected hundreds of military
absentee ballots, many because they lacked postmarks or signatures. With mainly more
troops overseas now because of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, military voting could be an

even bigger issue this year.

Task 3. Conflict

Directions: Listen to the news item and choose the best answer to complete each of the follow-
ing statements. i
Israel says a pipe bomb has exploded on a road near an Israeli army checkpoint in the

5
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West Bank, Officials say no one was hurt by today’s blast near, the line dividing Israel and
the Palestinian territory. The explosion near a Palestinian town follows two pipe bomb blasts
late Saturday in Kfar Sava near Tel Aviv that seriously injured a 70-year-old Israeli man, A

little known Islamic militant group calling itself Al-Aqsa Martyrs claimed responsibility, A

‘statement from the group today says its action was in retaliation for Israeli attacks against

Palestinians. The violence was among several incidents in the region Saturday. Lebanese-
based Hezbollah guerrillas fired missiles at an Israeli tank in the disputed Shebaa farms area,
killing one soldier. Israeli warplanes responded with fire. /

In Gaza, Israeli tanks flattened buildings in a refugee camp, sparking an exchange of
gunfire that wounded more than 40 Palestinians. Israel says it was targeting a Palestinian
intelligence post. P

The Palestinian Authority cabinet met late Saturday and issued a statement condemning

Israel’s use of force.

Task 4. Incident

Directions: Listen to the news and discuss the following questions with your classmates,

The United States and China have been holding talks at the State Department in
Washington to resolve the ongoing dispute over the collision of a Chinese fighter jet and
U. S. Naval spy plane forced to land on the Southern Chinese island of Hainan. Both govern-
ments seem to want to settle the matter quickly.

China continues to demand the United States apologize for Sunday’s collision before it is
willing to discuss the rélease of' the 24 Americans who U. S. officials say are being held in
detention. The Bush Administration continues to press for their release and for access to the
Naval reconnaissance plane that was forced to make an emergency landing after the mid-air
incident,

China’s ambassador in Washington went on television stressing that both countries have
an interest in good relations and that the issue should be put to rest right away. Moments
later, Secretary of State Colin Powell came out of the State Department to express regret for
what U, S. officials continue to say was an accident.

“We regret that the Chinese plane did not get down safe and we regret the loss of the life
of that Chinese pilot, but now we need to move on and we need to bring this to a resolution.

We’re exploring avenues by which we can get a dialogue going that can cause both sides to
6 ..

—



Unit 1 Radlo Program(t) — %

present explanations,” he said.

ettt bl 2222480222222 22 2 3

Subject 2. Disasters
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Directions: Listen to the news and decide whether each of the following statements is true or
false. Write “T” for true and “F” for false in the blank before each question number.

Austrian rescue teams on Monday began recovering the remains of at least 160 skiers
who were Kkilled Saturday when their train caught fire in an alpine tunnel about 100
kilometers southwest of Salzburg, while some of the survivors have begun talking about the
ordeal.

Austrian officials say that recovering the bodies of those killed will be difficult. A winch
system has been installed to lift the remains out of the steep mountain tunnel. But the going
was slow and the operation is expected to continue for several more days. Investigators say it
will be some time before they find the cause of what has been called “Austria’s worst post-

war tragedy. ”

Task 2. Vietham Flood
e T T g =

Directions: Listen to the following news and fill in the missing words.

Welcome back! We’ll continue with overseas news. And relief workers in central Viet-
nam are racing against the clock to rush food to areas cut off by floods. Large areas of the
affected region are still covered in water following the country’s worst flood in four decades.
Officials say at least 500 people have been killed and 90 are missing. Economic damage has
been put at 50 million US dollars. Homes and farms have been badl); damaged and rebuilding
work is under way, but officials warned that relief efforts must be stepped up to reach

hundreds of thousands of villages ruined in isolated areas without food.
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Task 3. Plane Crash g

Directions: Listen to the news and complete the following accident report.

A plane has crashed in central Mexico, killing all 18 people on board. The DC9 punched
to the ground, shortly after taking off from Orapane, about 300 kilometers west of the
capital Mexico City. The plane was on its way to the capital when it crashed. The cause of

the accident is still being investigated.

Task 4. Earthquake g

Directions: Listen to the news and complete the following earthquake report.

A powerful earthquake struck North Yemen on Monday, killing and injuring more than
600 people and flattening scores of villages, the official radio said.

The radio quoted a rescue committee as saying 335 people were killed in the capital prov-
ince. Three hundred injured‘ people were admitted to hospital. The quake, a rare occurrence
in mountainous North Yemen, registered between three and four degrees on the Richter

scale.
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Subject 3. Diseases ?
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Task 1. Foot-and—mouth Disease V

Directions: Listen to the news and discuss the following questions with your classmates.

France on Friday extended measures taken to stop foot-and-mouth disease to a nation-
wide scale after a second outbreak of the illness was discovered on a farm just outside the
capital. The new outbreak was found at a cattle and sheep farm, some 50 kilometers east of
Paris, the Agriculture Ministry announced late Friday. )

Local officials said the 100 cattle and 200 sheep on the farm, which was not named,
were to be destroyed as soon as possible, perhaps beginning Friday evening. Authorities
placed the farm and a three-kilometer radius around it under quarantine, and police set up
outposts 10 kilometers away to monitor the movement of livestock in the region.

8

]



