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Preface
Xu Shanyan

Upon setting one’s eyes on See China — Leading Lights of our Times, one is bound to

be mesmerized by its eloquent language and vibrant pictures.

In See China — Leading Lights of our Times, each report is a moving story, each
picture a beautiful reflection of China’s growth, each paragraph a true portrayal of ourdaily

life and each topic an exciting historical movement.

The Chinese havé an old saying: “Mirrors made of bronze can help one tidy one’s hat
and clothes”. It is only by checking yourself in relation to others that you will be able to

measure the extent of your success or failure.

After more than twenty years of reform and liberalization, China’s immense success in
her modernization efforts has captured the world’s attention. As a result, her standing on the
world stage has grown by leaps and bounds. This is evident in China’s ascension to the World
Trade Organization and her successful bid to host the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. These
achievements epitomize the scale of change that China has been undergoing and the beginning
of a brand new historical era. As a symbol of China’s development since 1979, See China —
Leading Lights of our Times brings together some of China’s outstanding individuals and
prominent establishments from various fields and industries. A showcase of China’s achieve-
ments in their respective disciplines, they devote their talent, intelligence, wisdom and courage
relentlessly. Their resilience forms the backbone of our society and provides a sense of hope

to the nation.

Above all, these individuals and establishments are symbols of the success of China’s
reform and liberalization efforts, blending into the current wave of China’s socialist economic
trend. They are historical witnesses of an increasingly strong and prosperous nation. In the
midst of these changes, it is my hope that these individuals and establishments will not only
continue to uphold the great Deng Xiaoping Theory, but accomplish a full-fledged implemen-

tation of the Three Represents as well.

May you be enlightened and encouraged by the stories in See China — Leading Lights
of our Times. We hope that through them, you will be filled with wisdom, courage and

resilience, which will help to make your dreams come true.
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