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To the Students

there, and welcome to The Way Ahead. This book is for you! It
Hello helps you to study English by wsing English in a number of
interesting and exciting ways, for example, by making a News
Broadcast, Performing a Drama, or by Holding an Election. These are real activities,

which will show you how to use and improve your English skills, and how to plan
your learning.

are the most important person in this book. You are the person who
Ou knows the most about your English level and your learning needs.

Therefore we want to help you look at those needs, and at-how to
satisfy them. We want to help you answer questions such as: “What do I need to
learn?” “What is the best way to learn it?” “What are my weaknesses?” “What are my
strengths?” “How can I improve?”

* book uses a “Project” framework. This means that while you are
IS doing a Project, you have the freedom to decide how to study and

what to study. When you are preparing for a Project, you will find
language problems that you want to solve. (e.g. “My speaking is not clear enough —
people can’t understand me.”) You can then talk to your teacher and to ask for advice.
The book has been designed to help you think about your learning, but the teacher is
also there to guide you, so please ask for help whenever you need it.

will perform a number of Projects during the course of this book. Have
YOu a good time, and take “time out” to think about your learning skills at

the end of each one: “How is it going?” “Am I improving?” “What
help do I need?” You will also make a “Speaking-Journal” of your thoughts and ideas.
Add to this at any time, and play it back to yourself when you are walking to school,
riding on the bus, or just relaxing. You will be surprised how interesting it can be to
hear yourself talking!

F < 11 language-learning should be fun (even if it is hard work!), so I
lna y, hope that you will enjoy this chance to make your own Projects,

and to perform them in front of your classmates.

=  Health and peace to you all! =
'—'ﬂ Andrew Finch M
= Han Tingyi =
!L“ Liu Yun !.m
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What will we do in this book? Why? What do we need? The aim of this book is to help
you develop your Spoken English skills, by making and performing projects. If you speak in
English at every stage, you will be using English in real situations, and best of all, you will be
able to see your improvement, as you make videos and cassette tapes of your efforts.

The SC are the projects that we will study, design and perform:

Project 1: News Project 5: Job Apphcatlons

Project 2: Chat-Shows Project 6: Commercials
Project 3: Presentations Project 7: Meetings
Project 4: Dramas Project 8: Elections

ThlS book is a workbook. You need to take it to every lesson, since you will use it during
the projects: i) brainstorming ideas; ii) making notes; iii) writing about your role in the project;
iv) writing about what you need to do; v) collecting information (interviews, questionnaires);
vi) evaluating the projects; and vii) assessing your progress. It is also a good idea to have a
folder for your project work. In the folder you can carry this book and the many other things
that you will need, such as a pencil, a pen, a ruler, and an eraser. You also need a blank
cassette tape. This is because an extra individual project is to make a Speaking Journal of

your opinions and ideas during the course.

' ¥ F P & \.' s
| — ; ‘

Each Project has two schedules.

The first of these is an Open Project Schedule, which follows a general plan:

Introduction

Preparation (choosing of roles and responsibilities)

Data collection (surveys, interviews, questionnaires, research)
Data arrangement (editing, drafting)

Rehearsal

Performance

O @0 .0 8 id

Assessment

{
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The second schedule is the Alternative Schedule. This helps you get started, if you don’t
know how to make your own project. You can do the Alternative Schedule activities as long
as you like, and perform them at the end of the Unit as a project. When you feel ready to
make your own project, you can use the Open Project Schedule (previous page). You can
start your project work at any time (ask the teacher for help and advice), but remember to
participate fully and speak in English in every part of the project, so that your language
skills can improve.

Warm-up -
The first item in each Alternative Schedule is a Warm-up activity, which ‘sets the scene’.

These activities are usually simple games, which focus on the lesson-content, and are useful
starting points.

Project Activities
These activities appear in the Alternative Schedule for every Unit. They are ‘tasks’ that take

you into the Project itself. If you want to do only these tasks until you feel more confident,
that’s OK.

Brainstorming

Brainstorming is an important part of decision-making. Once you are familiar with this idea,
you should find that it is a useful tool for your project-work.

My Role: Report Sheet

There are worksheets in every Unit. This one helps you to think about your role, the things
that you have to do, and the results you want to achieve.

My notes

This worksheet helps you to make notes on the project, as well as checking your goals and
learning plans. Please use it often!

Feedback Sheets: Self-assessment

“What worked well?” “What didn’t work?” “What would I change if I did this again?”
“What was my learning problem?” “What do I need to improve?” “What do I need to work
on next?” This sheet offers a time for thought at the end of the Project. At this time, you are
invited to think about your English achievements, and to make plans for future study and
development.

How is my Learning? Self-assessment

This sheet appears at the end of the book and allows you to make a chart of your progress
after each project. You can use this chart to talk about your learning with the teacher, when
you meet during the Evaluation Sessions.

How was the Project? Peer-assessment

This sheet also appears at the end of the book and allows you to evaluate the performances
(and improvements) of your group and of the other groups.
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My Project Assessment: Self-Assessment
This sheet also appears at the end of the book and allows you to evaluate your progress. Filling

in YOUR assessment of yourself is a very useful thing to do at the end of each project, because
it helps you to think about your learning and your efforts in and out of class. Be honest and trust
yourself. Talk to the teacher about grades. How do your marks match the teacher’s marks?

Cassette Journal (Speaking Journal)

An oral record of your thoughts and ideas about the course of study and your improvement can
be a very useful learning tool. During this course you will make a cassette tape (or MP3 file) of
your ideas, and you can add extra things whenever you want to.

Homework

Every project has a number of homework assignments in the Alternative Schedule. These are
designed to help you to develop your English language skills through self-study. Some
homework assignments also ask you to fill in questionnaires about learning skills and strategies.
These are very helpful ways of thinking about learning, and your teacher will be happy to talk
to you about them.

Evaluation Sessions

These evaluation sessions, which occur four times, are opportunities for you to talk about your
language skills and study plans. They are learning ‘landmarks’ — helping you to look at your
present learning situation. They also help you to talk to the teacher about your goals and
achievements.

Study Bank

At the end of the book are some study resources to help you:

1. The first part of the Study Bank contains lots of helpful words and phrases.
Some project activities ask you to look at this section.

2. The second part of the Study Bank contains the texts of the class-dictation exercises and
the homework listening exercises.

3. The third part is about evaluation. You can find the self-assessment, peer-assessment and
evaluation sheets here. Please use them at the end of every project!

4. The fourth part is a Dictionary. Most of the words in this book are in the Dictionary.
You can also add any other words you need. This is your resource!

5. The final page is an attendance sheet. Please record your attendance, lateness and
absence, as well as the reason for being late or absent. This will help you think about
your studies and your goals.

Have a good time. Best wishes with your projects!
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O Make notes on this page about the learning strategies in the following Introduction Section.
O These can be about anything.
O This page is to help you organize your learning.
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Part 1
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Learning to speak a foreign language can be difficult, confusing, worrying and frustrating. In this
book we will try to make your language learning as positive and effective as possible by studying
through Projects.

Before we start, we need to think about our levels and our learning needs. This Introductory Unit
helps us to do this. We will examine our present situation, so that we can decide how to improve,
and what to learn. We will also look at how to organize our study time, so that our study can be as
effective as possible.

If we start good habits now, we will have positive results later!

Introduction - Schedule

Warm-up Content : Homework
Lesson 1 Introductions Can Ihave your #? Check the phone #s and email addresses
How to get the of everybody in the class.
most ...? Do the Learning Goals questionnaire.
Lesson 2 Who wants Skills Sheet Make a phone call (in English) to the
to...? Learning Project next person on the phone list.
Lesson 3 Hi! Time Management Weekly Planner
Marriage Contract Semester Planner
Appointments
Lesson 4 (lassroom Call My Bluff Measure of Autonomy
English Learning Contract

Page 1



Learning Goals

Do this activity with a classmate.

Exchange books and ask your partner the questions on this page.

1. What are
my long-
term goals?

2. What are
my short-
term goals?

3. What
language do I
need to reach

these goals?

4. What
are my
problems?

5. How can I
solve these
problems?

Become a teacher

Become rich
Become famous

Have a family

Be punctual

Do research

Get a job

Get good grades

Business-English

Communication
Description
Explanation

Help sick people

Start a business
Study abroad

Get married

Learn computer skills

°

@ Graduate from College
°
®

Finding information

Giving advice

Giving an interview

Giving information

Giving invitations

Giving lectures
Hospital-English

Computer skills
Examinations
Homework
Language level
Money

Stress

Live by myself

International Trade
Interview-English
Introducing people
Listening to lectures
Making a speech
Making a summary
Making notes
Negotiating
News-English
Persuading people

Presentation-English
Asking for help

Late for classes

Making a Study plan

Not enough confidence
Not enough sleep

Not enough study

6. Do I plan my study each day? 7.Dol make a weekly

Yes/No

study plan?
Yes/No

Speak a foreign language ‘ °

“ e Travel abroad
| Work hard
Work abroad
Write a book

Make a study plan
Make lots of friends
Study regularly

Help my parents

Public Speaking
Reporting news stories
Resumé-writing
Talking about myself
Teaching
Telephone-English
Telling stories

Writing about myself

Writing business letters

Writing memos
Writing reports

Not enough time
Organizing study time
Planning assignments
Time to relax
Understanding the teacher
Visiting the teacher

| 8. D(TI maké a
semester study plan?
Yes/No

Page 2




Can | have your humber?

The teacher will give everyone a number.
Ask everyone for his/her name, phone number and email address.
Write the names next to the correct numbers. (Speak in English!)

What’s your name? What’s your phone number? What’s your email address? Where do you live?
How do you spell it? One more time, please What did you say‘7 @ is called “at™. )

01 Name

=
s

04 Name

=
B

07 Name

13 Name

a
B

16 Name

=
i

02 Name

=
s

05 Name

11 Name

=Y
B

14 Name

a
g

17 Name

2
i

12 Name

=
g

15 Name

=2
6

18 Name

2
5o
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“How to get the most out of this book?”

Do this activity with a partner.
Make questions and write the answers in YOUR PARTNER’S BOOK.

“Hi! How do you feel about your speaking skills?” Poar

My speaking skills in English are ...

My listening skills in English are ...

My reading skills in English are ...

My writing skills in English are ...

“I need to think | My communication skills in English are ...

about my level of | My pronunciation skills in English are ...

English now.” | My vocabulary skills in English are ...

My learning skills in English are ...

My attitude in class is ...

My participation in class is ...

My homework is ...

“Hi there! Do you ever ... ?”

| ... come to lessons on time?

talk to the teacher in his/her ofﬁce"

... speak in Chinese in class? - ) - | B i
.. ask for help from the teacher? ‘1‘ | |
| ... ask for help from other studeAntsv'L L J[[,,#_J ; j

- ‘ study English at home" } ‘

" “Ineed to thi ‘r = — —— .
\ b 5 - ... watch TV programs in Enghsh? }] 1 ‘
about WHE —
| watch movies in Enghsh" \ 1
I use S — * = . =
. - ... read magazines in English? \ ‘ i
English.” e - | § ORI W——
... read books in English? ; ] ‘ {
| ... talk to native speakers in Enghsh‘7 | | 3
} talk to friends in English? § ‘ i
= [ . — |
1 =]

i | ... studying your major?

| ... using the computer?

“I need to think i ... travel?

" about my English | 7 - your future job?

needs.” B .. talking to fore1gners‘7 7 7 l 7
; ... studying abroad? \ ‘
... email penpals? | |
- o . e, S S SR =




