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PFC Hyman, No. 32703980,
Meets the Chairman

Howard Hyman*

I had just hcard the news. It was casually mentioned by a passerby,
Chairman Mao Tsetung had died. Something inside me. seemed to stop
momentarily, Why? ... [ am an American; born, raised, and living in New
York. Yet Mao Tsetung in a very divect way had aflected my life,

In 1944, during World War I, when Uwas not yet 21, the U.S. gov-
ernment sent me, Plc'. Howard S. Hyman, Serial No. 32703980, to be-
come a.part of HQ?, 14th Air Force, Kunming, China.

Upon arriving in China 1 saw disease, beggars, starvation, people
dressed in rags, prostitution, and death everywhere, Hundreds df emacie
ated young meén® puiled rickshas' and died by the time they reached
their mid-twenties. T vividly remember watching Chiang Kai-shek's troops
swoopdown upon a village, seize all the men in sight, shackle them, beat
them, and then tell them they were “drafted”” into the army,

All this and more were daily occurrences, yet we were forbidden, by
official U.S, government edict, even to discuss the Chinese internal polit-
ical situation among ourselves, As part of my basic army training I had
feen lectured and given pamphlets by my government describing the nature
of our fascist enemy. And here T was, thrust directly into a country, Na.
tlonatist China, which was a completely repressive society and which fitted
all the criteria of the fascist states we were supposed to be fighting,

I remained in China for some 20 months. Gradually, oh so gradually,
I made friends with first one, then two, and then finally a small group of
Chinese students and teachers. They spoke English, and as our friendship
grew and we became more trusting of each other, they began to tell me of
*AEXGER: "EEAZZLOZIANOM-RRERRALER, EEREE .
N8 AAN-BARESEREXTHIRE, —LEARLAREIBEEARZE
BAEHTHE, L. PFC, Pic = Private First Class: (3 )5 % (25 i B M A )~
¥ 2. HQ = headquariers. 3. emaciated young meh: B HinsemHE
A 4, pulled rickshas: 3 A %,

4




their hopes for the future. They made me aware that there was. another
China np in the north. A China that was also fighting the fascists while,
at the same time, maintaining a watchful eye on the Nationalists who wei'e
ever rcady to attack them.
My Chinese friends told me of Yan'an®, the caves, the famous Long
March and, yes, of their great teacher, Mao Tsctung. :
At that time (1944) I wrote a leiter home which said, in part: “There
T was with a few of the ptople that are the future, the New China. All of
them poor and refugees from the Japanese-occupied areas. I didn’t think
o that I would ever find people with such love of ceuntry, such energy and
vitality, and such a desire to work or even die for their country if they can
make it a better place to five in. I'm certain that if the right people in Chin
are given just half a chance, China will be a wonderful country and a wone
derful place o live in.” ;
As V-J day" appreached 1 was transferrved to Chongqing’,the Nation=
alists” wartime capiial, Chongging was the only place in all of Nationalist
Cliina where the Chinese Commiunists were permitted to-have an 6@@5
American and other foreign news correspondents would go there for-ig-
formation, news releases, etc. But no Chinese would dare enter for far
of “disappearing” in the hands of Chiang Kai-shek’s men afterward, ..«
However, I was not Chinese and, after all, the Chinese-Communissi .
were our allies, T had to sce for mysclf and so did two other American Gl'gt
Wwho were friends of mire, Ed Bell and Jack Edelman. For over a year anil -~
& half we had hcard that the China of Yan’an was different. Even the crews
of the American Air Force planes that made their weekly flight to supply
the small American weather siation there said that there was something»‘, :
different and refreshing about “the other China,”™ but they could net
undersiand what it was. VR
My friends and I had (0 sce for ourselves. We started spending a good
part of our time at Chinesc Communist Party headquarters in Chongging.
Those were the days of the famous Chongqing negotiations between Mao g o
and Chiang Kai-shek. They were a last-dlitch attempt to bring about a coalls

—

"5 Yan'an: %, KF8E ¥ Yenan. 6. V-J day: #HESERMB HB—rlE

- FARTHRRAAEAEAGBBRE—ANES LA A BAER S RBES | »
7. Chongqing: &K, JFPk 5% Chungking. 8. GI = government issue, i
AR, KRESHRBRHLD, & Gls & GI's {#f%H %, d
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tion government. They failed.

At the age of 22 it was most exciting for me to be able to see a micro-
cosm of that other “China up in the north” and to be able to meet and talic
with some of its people. ’

The high point came on Septeinber 16, 1945. We knew that Mao was

a heavy smoker. We even heard that he grew his own tobacco in Yan'an,

So we took a few cartons of American cigarettes from our rations and
wrote a short noté voicing our hopes for a prosperous and peaceful future

for. the people of China. We left the note and the cigarettes at the Chinese

Communist Party headquarters.

A few days later we were told that Mao had received our gift and wished
to reciprocate by having us jein him at dinner the following week!

And we did. Three very .young Arerican enlisted men® had dinner
with Chairman Mao Tsetung, Chou En-lai, and a small group of others
who were to become the leaders of the new China. We spent the better part
of an afternoon' and early evening talking of China and its future, and trys
ing, usually unsuccessfully, to fashion answers to the very penetrating ques-
tions about the U.S. that Mao asked us,

Scholars and historians may (e}l you of Mao as a poet, historian, or
revolutionary. My recollection is one of a warm, calm, caring person who
‘had a facility for putting one at ease almost immediately. How he related
‘to his own people is also embedded in my mind. The interaction between
:Mao and the workers, leaders, cooks, and waiters was one of affection and

~warmth. I could not detect even a hint of pompousness, protocol, patroniz-
ing, or any other affectation,

This past July [ had the honor of going back to China with a group of
U.S. World War II veterans and our families. We revisited all of the places
“ where we had been stationed. What we saw was indeed a new China. A
lcountry of well-dressed, clean, healthy, and happy people. Its countrysidé
and cities were not those we knew in 1944 and 1945. Chongging today is
<ot the Chonggqing I knew 31 years ago. I wept upon seeing its clean streets

-aind tremendous housing construction, a city literally lifting itself up by its

own collective strength.

9 enlisted men: (%)t K, 7 10. the better part of an afternoon: XA
-sz'o
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My thoughts have now come full circle. Perhaps I now have some in-
sight as to why something inslde me seemed to stop momentarily when
T heard of Chairman Mao’s death. Mao Tsetung was the guiding force who
taught all of the Chinese people to stand up, collectively and united, for
the first time in recorded history. The small group of Chinese people that
T knew so intimately in 1944 and 1945 were some of his pupils. And they
in turn, plus the new China I recently saw, were my teachers.

(From New China, Spring 1977)
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The Chairman Mao Memorial Hall
BEREAL
Marble blocks embossed with the gold characters
“Chairman Mdo Memorial Hall” in Chairman Hua’s
handwriting
EEFEBERELRLSE NEAELEE
sfatue of Chairman Mao in white marble seated in an
' armchair
NATREHEE R Ak
the crystal coffin
kA
the remains of Chairman Mao
ExElHs
fo lay wreaths (a basket of flowers)
RIEBIGE 2)
1o siand in silent tribute before the statue of Chairman
Mao
BFEEFLBABR
{o pay one’s respects to the remains of Chairman Mao
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four sculpture groups of workers, peasants and soldiers
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Stories About Comrade Yang Kai-hui

1. Going Against the Tide

Comrade Yang Kai-hui was born on November 6, 1901 in Changsha,

Hunan Province. When shie was a girl her father taught at the No. 1 Normal

School of Hunan,’ where Comrade Mao Tsetung was a student. Teacher

and student were intimate and Mao Tsetung often went to the Yang’s home,

There they talked about the revolution and discussed the state of affairg

of the country. Kai-hui was then in her teens and she would often sit and

Yisten to them. She was greatly impressed by the young man and his revolus

tionary ideas.

In 1920, Kai-hui went to the Fuhsiang Girls' School? in Changsha,
It was a missionary school,® where the students had to read the Bible* and
say their prayers. Kai-hui was dead against such things and refused to take
part. She often said: “It’s merely a way of poisoning the minds of us young
people!”

At the time women all had long hair done up into a bun. But Kai-hui
cut her hair to shoulder-length when she entered the school. She was ime~
mediately labelled a “radical” by the school authorities. She was ridiculed
at school and calied an “ugly witch” outside. But she paid no attention and
ut ‘her hair even shorter. Her courage was a challenge to the old way of
~ thinking and also an eye-opener to the students, It was not long before many

other girl students followed her examplé and cut their hair short.

: Feudal traditions had a great influence on people then. Boys and girls
were not allowed to go to the same school. Whesi a man teachier gave classes
1o girls, a screen had to be placed between him and the students. After the
“May 4th Movement” in 1919, Marxist-Leninist ideas became widespread
among the students. The feudal system was challenged by new ideas and
#aew cultural atjitudes. Public opinion began to demand co-education.’

3. No. 1 Normal School of Hunan: #is—¥iE, 2, Fuhsiang Girls’
School: MK, 3. missionary school: #2324, 4, the Bible: «%
8r, 5. coeducation: BARi,
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Yang Kai-hui was among the first to leave the missionary girls’ school and
enter a boys™ school. This was a blow struck against the school authorities
and against the feudal system as a whole.

In 1920, there was a movement organized by Comrade Mao Tsetung
to drive away Chang Ching-yao, a warlord in Hunan at the time. The stu-
dents of the gitls’ school led by Yang Kai-hui went out into the streets to
take part in the demonstration.

2. A Stausch Underground Worker

White tertor reigned everywhere in the country in 1927 when Chiang
Kai-chek and Wang Ching-wei betrayed the revolution and started killing
communists and the revelutionary people. In the countryside around Changs
sha alone, five hundred communists and progressives were killed by the
Kuomintang reactionaries. But Yang Kai-hui was afraid of neither hardship.
nor death. She went underground and continued the struggle. She made
every effort to keep in touch with the Party organization higher up. At the -
same time she worked hard to arouse the masses, and she secretly got in,
touch with other comrades to set up underground Party groups and tb
start peasant movements and women’s movements. Theéy planned to gef:
guns and ammunition from the enemy to launch armed uprisings,

In the years that followed, the peasant movement led by Comrade Yang
Kai-hui surged forward vigorously in the countryside around Changshq',
dealing the enemy one blow after another. The enemy were frightened of
her popularity. Many times they tried to arrest her. But each time they failéd:
because the peasants took very good care of her, even at the risk of their
lives. :

On October 23, 1930, an enemy agent got word that Kai-hui would be,
staying in her home village for the day. It was getting dark when over si:.(tly'b
white bandits secretly surrounded the house. They waited until late and.
then broke into the courtyard. Kai-hui rushed into the backyard and burﬁ\';;
all the secret papers she had. When the enemy arrested her they found notl{-' v

ing but a pile of ashes. With her head held high, she looked at them witg "

contempt and said: “You may take me where you please.” The enemy’
also took away her eldest son, Mao An-ying, and Sister Sun who was looking‘
after the baby. ' o

When the peasants heard of her arrest they were both sad and angry,
They at once organized a squad of fough young men armed with stlcks,i




ﬁic’iﬂdef—m]m and speas. They planned to rescue Yang Kai-hui at a cer-

fi‘iﬁ place on the way‘to Changsha. But when they wot there they found

that the encmy had changed their plans and had taken Yang Kai-hui,her

~ son and Sister Sun to Changsha carlier. : :
i :

« : 3. A Glorious Death : i

‘The encimy were overjoyed to catch Yang Kai-hui, They began: their ;

terrosation at once, . : v
“Wiere is Mao Tsetung?’ one Koumintang officer asked,

4T don't know,” Kai-hui said, -

A" wyourare his wife and you mean (o tell us thai yamdgn’t know whei@

' SWe parted a long time ago.” V-
A #What has Mao Tsctung told you in Histeffer to you 7" £
- %" “Nothing,” ' : L
. " As the cnemy could get nothing out $fher, they-were b‘ot%}ﬂ&
Wortied. They began to use threals, 3 : ES
 “ “Don’t be so stubborn. We'll set yotkfrée if you gelt us whefe M
& Tswng is. If not, well,,.” A ‘
E “Wwell, you can do whatever you like,” Wptﬂously,
" Now the enemy were at the end of their resources, Four men ran up
10 her and struck her to the ground, They tortured her in every way they
Suld think of, Comrade Yang Kai-hui gritted her testh and clenched her
nd did not utter a nwan, S
“Do'you want to talk now?” L
“You can do whatever you like {o me,” Kai-hui said, “Yon can oV
i ‘me. But you cen never force anything ouf of mie!”
_»’ From that day on Yanz Kai-hui was tortured daily. She became very

One day the enemy tried a new tack. They took her to a reception 100
d invited her to sit down. Thea the Koumintang officer in charge said:
" “you can leave here and go free if only you put a statement in 1
papers saying you are leaving Mao Tselung, What do you say to (hat?®

espected Comrade Mao Tsetung, Then she joined the revolution and by
side fought for the liberation of the Chinese people, She had offvred to

Ak ke e



stay in Changsha and work underground to help him in his armed struggle
in the Chingkang Mountains.¢ No, she would ncver leave Mao Tsetung!
She stood up suddenly, looked at the enemy and said scornfully: “I'm afraid
you're dreaming!”

The enemy officer had never expected this. He never thought Yang
Kai-hui would be so rock-firm in her determination. He became furious,
and made one more desperate effort to bring her round.

“You are still young,” the enemy officer started again. “You've got
your mother and three children to think of.”

“My mind was made up long ago. It’s a great honour to give my life
for the revolutionary cause. My only regret is that T will not see our revolus
tion victorious.” ,

The enemy had failed in evetything they tried and the order was ﬁnal!:v
given to execute Comirade Yang Kai-hui,

On the morning of November 24, 1930, Yang Kai-hui left her cell say-
ing to her cellmates: “Be brave and stand firm. Victory will be ours.”

Comrade Yang Kai-hui stood. straight on the mountainside outside
the Liuyang gate of Changsha. Facing the firing squad, she shouted:

“Down with the Koumintang reactionaries!”

“Down with Chiang Kai-shek!"

“Long ljve the Communist Party of China!”

Comrade Yang Kai-hui died a martyr, She was only 29 when she gave
her life for. the revolution. She died a glorious death. She will always live i
the hearts of the Chinese people.

—Based on an article in
Beijing Shaonian, March, 1977
{Translated by Liu Hsing-an)
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; Never too old to learn. {
I Better late than never, i
} There is no royal road to learning. }
Y &
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6. the Chingkang Mountains: %y,
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