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PREFACE

This book has a new title for the Second Edition, but it continues to have the
same purpose as before, to set out as much of the law relating to personal injury
claims as can conveniently be included in a single volume.

The major change for this edition has been in the treatment of the Civil Pro-
cedure Rules, where a narrative discussion has replaced the reproduction of
a substantial part of the Rules and practice directions dealing with general
matters of civil procedure, since it is thought that practitioners are likely to have
ready access to these materials from other sources, such as online services or
Blackstone’s Civil Practice, to which extensive cross-references have been pro-
vided. The rules relating to specific topics of particular relevance to personal
injury claims have been retained. Other chapters have been updated or rewritten
as the pace of change has demanded.

Again I express my thanks to the writers and colleagues who have, without
knowing it, contributed to this book and to my brother, Dr Richard Barrie,
for his help with the medical information. In particular I am grateful to those
who have used the updating website, and those who have commented on
the book or sent me news of developments in the world of personal injury
claims. The website will now move to a new address within OUP at
www.oup.com/uk/law/practitioner/cws. I can still be contacted with sugges-
tions or brickbats at peter.barrie@guildhallchambers.co.uk.

I have tried to state the law as it stands at 31 July 2004.

Peter Barrie
Guildhall Chambers

Bristol
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