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Part One Warming Up

1. Study and Discussion

Useful Words and Expressions

Cultural Background

teens, teenager, childhood,
grow up, bring up, adolescence,
puberty, engaged, fall in love
with, marriage, romantic,
middle-aged, the younger
generation, the generation
gap, at univessity, divorce,
retirement, the best day of
one’s life, one’s lucky break,
turning-point, the lowest
point, elderly people, old
people, make a right/wrong
decision, make a choice, de-
pend on one’s exam results

Everyone has to experience such stages in
his life — the birth, the childhood, the adolescence,
the youth, the middle age and the old. He has
to experience some important changes at dif-
ferent stages of life. In Britain, some parents
often spend much money sending their children
to private schools, so the child has to leave home
during his childhood and has a very strict
upbringing. When one graduates from second-
ary school, he has to make a decision to get a
jobkor go to university. The best day of one’s
life may be finding a good job and having his
own career, and then getting married and hav-
ing a happy family life. And then one may feel
middle age approaching, and then look forward
to retiring.

2. Work in pairs or in groups and discuss the following questions. Then every group chooses
one student to talk about the life in his or her childhood.

* How happy were you in your childhood?

* Do you remember someone who was important to you in your life?
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* Think about an important, exciting, or humorous thing that happened to you in your
childhood.

Example:

I spent my childhood in the country. I loved walking home from school across the fields
and talking about our lessons and classes with my friend, Jordan. Sometimes we walked through
the woods after school and hunted for hares or wild birds. We were so excited when we cap-
tured one. We often went home late in the afternoon, tired but happy ...

Useful Sentences and Expressions

1) I was brought up in the country so it took a long time to get used to living in ...

2) I grew up in the country so when I moved to ... it was quite a shock.

3) I had a very strict upbringing. I had to study for two hours after school and had to be in bed
by 10.

4) I think I had a very happy childhood because my parents allowed me to play and watch TV
after school.

5) My parents made me do my homework before I could watch TV.

6) I wasn’t allowed to watch TV after 9 o’clock.

7) My parents didn’t let me wear rhake-up till I was 18.

8) I couldn’t play together with my childhood friends after school.

Part Two Listening

1. You will hear a speaker talking about his unforgettable experience during his teens.
Listen to the tape carefully and write down the missing information.

1) The speaker wanted t0O ViSit .......coceveeenivrceriininnenennenne, with Steve one summer day.
2) They decided to go there for a shortcut, SO they ........ccccceereerveerverveeenn
3) The creek was about ................... wide, perhaps ......cccc.ceveeenn. deep, they guessed.
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4) His friend Steve qUICKIY ...ccovvvvniiniiiiiieinnniiniiicineninines his boofs and trousers and soon
swam to the other side.

5) Not a good swimmer, the speaker hesitated: “How .......... was the water? Could I ..................
without sinking?

6) Finally the speaker jumped into the Water, ........ccceiiiieiiniiniiiine e
7) The speaker struggled and floundered helplessly in the water because his boots ...................
.................................... and he couldn’t move his legs.

8) His friend Steve quickly understood the situation, he ........cccceevveveneinnenne into the creek and
dragged the speaker out safely on the other side.
devil-may-care, dog-paddle, flail,
Useful Words and Expressions: oreek, cvi-may-care dog-pacdie a
taunt, waterlog, flounder, drag

2. Listen to the tape again and discuss in groups. Then every group selects one student to
retell what the speaker experienced. The following points may help you.

1) the author and his friend, Steve, wanted to visit another friend
2) they came to a creek and Steve swam to the other side

3) not a good swimmer, the author was struggling in the water
4) Steve understood the situation and dragged him out safely

3. You will hear a speaker talking about his specific incidents in the childhood and adoles-
cence that had a significant impact on him. Listen to the tape carefully and choose a, b, c,
d, e or f to fill in the blanks below.

. a businesswoman

. because he performed for guests while he worked as a cook
. ataclub

. his sense of responsibility in whatever he did

. feeding the chickens and cleaning up the stable

o0 a6 o R

he found a job where he washed dishes and cooked, and after 9:00 p.m. he went on stage and
sang until 2:00 in the morning



1) The speaker’s first job his father gave him was .......ccccccoveeeveineneencnncenen.

2) When the speaker Was 22, ........ccovvvrvvineneresnesiensessessssssessessessessesnenes

3) The speaker was once known as a Singing ook .........eceverreveerervesserseseesenee

4) The first person recognized his talents and offered him a big deal was ................
5) The speaker worked .........cccoeereurrnnnnne just before he became a professional singer.
6) What made the speaker proud of himself Was ......cccccoecceererccrnncrcrnnnenrieenns

Part Three Speaking and Discussing

1. Work in groups and talk about the day you’ll never forget so far. Then every group selects
one student to have a two-or-three-minute talk in the front of the class and other

students may ask some questions if they want to know something in detail.

Example:

I’ll never forget the day when I first had presentation in front of the class. I didn’t know
how to pay attention to my stance, and I dared not look at my classmiates. My voice was low and
shaking. Worst of all, I almost forgot everything I had prepared ...

Being offered

I’ll never forget the

The day I decided to change that job in ...

my career was the big turn-

day I entered/éot...

was my lucky
break.

ing-point in my life.

It was the
best day of

I was pleased be-

my life.

I’ ve had some bad times, but the cause I was study-
ing in... I think this

was my ...

lowest point in my life was

probably...
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2. Now use some of the expressions or sentences below and talk about important events in
people’s lives. Then present your work to your group or to the class.

Example:

I think, there are three important events in people’s life. One is that when you leave home
and enter the university. It is hard for you to live independently at the beginning. You have to do
everything by yourself, such as washing and shopping. However, later you would feel you have
grown up. Another, I think, is that when you find a job or change your job. Perhaps, it is a
turning-point in your life. If you enjoy what you have done, you may be happy and satisfied.
And the last, I think, is that when you get married or have a baby ...

Useful Sentences and Expressions Do you have had enough
1) leave school/ home .
of a big city? Why not
2) get engaged/married/divorced move
3) change schools/jobs/one’s career
4) have a baby/children

5) move (house)

6) lose your spouse/parents

3. DISCUSSING AND DEBATING Our lives are filled with places, events and
challenges. We remember certain important places from our childhood and from our cur-
rent lives — perhaps a particular room or outdoor scene. Often when we think of that
place, we not only see it in detail but also smell the smells and hear the sounds associated
with it. And, we also remember some important challenges we have experienced there. So
now discuss and debate the challenges people have to face in their lives.

Positive Arguments Negative Arguments
1) Teenager is an important stage in one’s 1) I think a teenager should play to widen
life because during this period of time a his knowledge. He shouldn’t think of
person can learn a lot and what he does challenge or competition because it does
lays solid foundations for his future. harm to his health.




2) Youth is the period that is full of challenges
and desires, such as how to get a well-paid
and challenging job and how to study or
work with the person he loves.

3) The middle-aged people should have fin-
ished their studies and succeeded in their
careers. They shouldn’t have any challenge
in their work. They should be relaxed and
enjoy their lives. '

2) The young should not be forced to make
a lot of efforts and do some difficult and
new work. They should study, practice and
do something to prepare for their future.

3) In the modern society, the middle-aged people
are filled with challenges. They have to learn
some new knowledge, do the most difficult
work in their companies and also have to sup-
port or take care of their families.

4. GETTING STARTED  Work out an outline of your own opinion about the
positive argument or negative argument you want to talk. Remember your outline should
contain some supporting evidence or examples. Then talk about your opinion in your
groups. If you disagree with your classmates or want to support your own group with
similar opinions, you had better use the expressions in the bubbles.

That’s a good
point.

What I mean is
that ...

Example: (Positive Argument)

I couldn’t agree with

what you said be-

Yes, that’s
true.

No, I don’t
think so.

That’s just
what I know.

I agree with what number 3 states. The middle-aged persons are really faced with many
challenges nowadays. For example, they have to learn to use computers, search for information
from the Internet, otherwise they would be eliminated in the competition. If they are out of jobs,
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how do they support their families, look after their parents and bring up their children? All these
need money, energy and courage. So ...

Example: (Negative Argument)

I disagree with what ... says. It’s true that the middle-aged people have to support their
families because their parents are old and their children are too young, but I still couldn’t agree
with you. The reasons are that most of them might have been successful in their occupations.
They have the ability to take care of their parents and children. If they don’t succeed in their
jobs, they ought to be eliminated by the society. They needn’t learn something new because of
their age and family burden. As for the money, I think the government ought to support them or
help them find work without any skills or only with their hands ...

Part Four Further Development

1. LISTENING COMPREHENSION Inthe Jollowing passage, the speaker

is talking about her Christmas holidays she has spent with her family. Listen to the tape
and choose the best answer to each question from A, B, C, and D.

1) A. They can eat Christmas dinner in the afternoon.
B. They can spend all day preparing the dinner.
C. The family can get together.
D. Everyone of the family can spend all day talking and doing things together.

2) A. The speaker helps her mother cook for the whole family.
B. The speaker enjoys the gifts she received and talks with her siblings.
C. The 'speaker just waits for the dinner.
D. The speaker, together with her brothers and sisters, helps their parents cook.

3) A. Playing and walking outside.
B. Listening and playing the piano in their bedrooms.
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C. Talking, playing CDs and waiting for the dinner in the living room.
D. Watching TV and talking in the living room.

4) A. He makes a speech.
B. He talks about his special sweet potato dish.
C. He says a brief prayer.
D. He thanks every member of the family for coming back.

2. Listen to the tape again and discuss the following questions.
* Can you describe how the speaker and her siblings spend their Christmas Day?
* Do you have the holiday that you enjoy again and again just like the speaker?

* What is the best part of your holiday each time for you? Why?

3.1 magine the life when you get old. Is it the happiest or worst stage in a person’s life?

We won’t be able to study and
work. At least we’ll have some

I’'m going to spend more time

with my grandchildren. peace and quiet.

When I retire, ... When I’'m old
and grey/grayi, ...




