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Unit Thirty-one

General Knowledge (III)

Part A: Passage

Petroleum
Vocabulary hydrocarbon refinery purify gasoline
kerosene detergent  perfume

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and decide whether the statements you hear are true or false.

LC ) 2.0 ) 3..0) 4. () 5.0

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the missing information.

Petroleum is a very important . 1t is a mixture of . It is an

__ which may be brown, green or black in colour. It gives . It also gives
power for our cars, planes, and ships. It gives us power for . Petroleum
that comes directly from deep in the ground is called . Crude ail is taken to a
. At a refinery the crude oil is into its various parts. From the
refined oil we obtain important products, such as gasoline, , detergents,

, , and perfumes.

Part B: Passage

Clouds
Vocabulary stratus stratocumulus  altostratus  altocumulus
nimbostratus cirrus cirrostratus  cirrocumulus

droplet picnicker




Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the right answer to each question you hear.

1.

A) According to their size.

B) According to their shape.

C) According to their colour.

D) According to their height above sea level.

. A) Less than 6,000 feet above sea level.

B) Less than 1,800 feet above sea level.
C) More than 6,000 feet above sea level.
D) More than 1,800 feet above sea level.

. A) Low.

B) Middle.
C) High.
D) None of the above.

. A) Grey layers.

B) White sheets.
C) Ice crystals.
D) Water droplets.

. A) Clouds never change their shape.

B) Clouds are always changing their shape.
C) Clouds sometimes change their shape.

D) Some clouds change their shape but some don’t.

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the pussage again and supply the missing information.

1.

o

There are two kinds of low clouds. They are and stratocumulus clouds. The

stratus clouds cover the sky like a . They bring

"The stratocumulus clouds cover the sky with

. Middle clouds are grouped into three subclasses. They are grouped into altostratus,

, and nimbostratus. An altostratus cloud forms a

across the sky. Nimbostratus form a across the sky.
. There are three kinds of high clouds. They are , cirrostratus clouds
and cirrocumulus clouds. All high clouds are formed of

The middle and low clouds are mainly




Unit Thirty-two

General Knowledge (1V)

Part A: Passage

How to Avoid Being Drowned?

Vocabulary mammal instinctive eradicate

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the following questions.

1. What is common tragedy everywhere according to the passage?

2. What is a particularly effective solution to the problem?

3. Where are swimming courses arranged for children?

4. What are the three steps in the process of teaching children to swim?

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and decide whether the statements you hear are true or
false?

L. ¢ ) 2.(C ) 3.0 ) 4. () 5. )

Part B: Passage

Tidal Wave

Vocabulary tidal tsunami seaquake seismograph




Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and chouse the best answer to the following questions.

1. What does the Japanesc word “tsunami™ 1nean?
A) Tide.
B) Storm wave.
C) Earthquake.
D) Strong wind.

o

. According 10 the passage what causes tidal waves?
A) Earthquake.
13) Storms.
C) Seaquake.
D) Tides.
3. Which of the four statements is true of tidal wave?
A) It is the regular rise and fall of ocean waters.
B3) It comes at definite times of each day.
C) It comes rushing in suddenly and unexpectedly.
D) Scientists can hold back a tidal wave.
4. What is the use of a seismograph?
A) It is used to record the strength of an earthquake or seaquake.
B) It is used to record the direction of an earthquake or seaquake.
C) Tt is used to record the length of tine of an earthquake or seaquake.

D) It is used to predict when a tidal wave will hit land.

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the pussage aguin aund fill in the missing information.

Part

_and verv _ wall of water that rushes in from

A tidal wave is a very

the _ __toward the . Many scientists call these huge waves A

tidal wave is caused by an _ . Scientists call the underwater carthquake a

. The word “seaquake” is made up of rwo words, the word “sca” which means “o-

cean” and the word “quake”™. “To quake” means to or . . When a
seaquake takes place at ., the ocean _ shakes and trembles, and
sometimes the ocean floor . It is this shifting that produces the tidal wave. The

tidal wave begins to move across the sea

C:

Game

Directions: In this exercise vou will complete a crossword puzzle using words from the passage.
. &

4_._




Some of the words will be written acruss and some of the words will he written
doun. When two words meet or cross euch other, thev will share a common letter.
For example, number 1 across and number 1 down bath begin with the same letter.
Let's do number 1 across together. Number 1 across: It's a word with 11 letters. It
is an instrument that records information about an earthquake. The word is “seis-
mograph”. Write the word “seismograph” beginning in box 1 and continuing ucross
to box 11. “Seismograph” is spelled s-e-i-s-m-o-g-r-a- p-h. Are you read to complete
the puzzle? You will be told how many letters each word has and a definition of the
word. You may not know how to spell each word. Just do vour best. Let’s begin.
1 Down It’s a word with 5 letters. It means a heavy fall of rain or snow with much wind.
2 Down It’s a word with 7 letters. It’s what scientists do when they say a tidal wave will hit
land.
3 Across {t's a 5-letter word that is plural. These result from the motion of ocean water and
are sometimes very large.
4 Across It’s a 10-letter word that begins with the letter “S™. They are prople who collect
and study scientific information.
5 Down It's a 3-letter word. It's a synonym for the word “ocean™.
6 Down It's a 4-letter word. It’s the regular rise and fall of the ocean at different times each
day.
7 Across It's a 4-letter word that begins with the letter “W". It’s what scientists do when

they tell people that they are in danger.
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Unit Thirty-three

Popular Science (1)

Part A: Passage

Exploring the World

Vocabulary blast galaxy Marco Polo Christopher
Columbus  Richard Byrd Mars Venus

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the following questions.
1. How many famous explorers are mentioned in this passage? Who are they?

2. What did Richard Byrd do to become a famous explorer?

3. Who sent unmanned spacecrafts to the moon in the 1950s and 1960s?

4. When did the first manned spacecraft leave earth for the moon?

5. What are the planets man might visit someday?

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and decide whether the statements you hear are true or
false.
o) 2.0 ) 3.0 ) 4. ) 5.0
6. () 7.0 )
Part B: Passage
Rockets
Vocabulary Goddart




Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the right answer to the following questions.
1. Which of the following is true about rockets?
A) Rockets are a modern invention.
B) The Chinese use rockets for fireworks.
C) Rockets make it possible for astronauts to reach the moon.
D) Liquid fuel has long been used as a fuel for rockets.
2. When were rockets first used in war?
A) In 1232.
B) In 1895.
C) In 1919.
D) In 1923.
3. Who discovered liquid fuel as a fuel for rockets?
A) A Chinese scientist
B) A Russian scientist.
C) A Mongolian scientist.
[D) An American scientist.
4. How far did the first liquid-fuelled rocket fly?
A) 184 meters.
B) 148 meters.
C) 184 feet.
D) 148 feet.
5. What is the best alternative title for the passage?
A) The Development of Rockets.
B) Rockets and War.
C) Rockets and Astronauts.
D) Rockets and Entertainment.

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and decide whether the statements you hear are true or
false.

1. () 2. ) 3.0) 4. () 5.0 )
6. ()



Unit Thirty-four

Popular Science (I1)

Part A: Passage

The Accidental Discovery of the Telescope

Vocabulary Lippershey Galileo

Exercise

Directions: Listen to the passage and decide whether the statements you hear are true or false.

1. () 2.( ) 3.( ) 4. () 5.(C )

Part B: Passage

Microscope

Vocabulary mikros skopos lens transparent

magnify  organism  bacteria

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the following questions.

1. What is a microscope?

[\

. Where does the word “microscope” come from? What does it mean?

3. What does a microscope consist of?

4. What are the lenses in the microscope called?

5. What are some of the uses of microscopes mentioned in the passage?

— 8 —_




Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the missing information.

A microscope consists of a series of lenses in a _ ~ tube. A lens is
that makes an object look _or . The lenses in a

microscope make things look larger; so they are called . The lens at
the top of the tubeis called the _ . The lens at the bottom of the tube is called the

To use the microscope, you put the object — or the specimen you want to look at — on

a . Next you place the slide on the stage of the microscope. A mirror the

stage reflects light up through the _ and then up through the to your

Now the specimen appears a lot , and vou can see many of the

you couldn’t see with the

Microscopes are widely used in science, and

Part C: Passage

Coloured Snow

Vocahulary alga algac

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the following questions.

|. What is the passage about?

2. Besides being white, what other colour{s) might snow be?

3. What arc the causes of coloured snow?

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

Snow sometimes appears coloured. One cause for this is very small __ called al-

gae, which have varying colours.

Algre are the __ of all plants. Many of them have neither nor

_..Some of these simple planis live in the _ . When snow falls. algae in the

air may be down with it. The plants are too ___ 1o he seen separatelv. Only

— () o



their is visible. Because of this, it seems that the snow has changed colour.

Another cause of snow that appears coloured is the red dust from . This dust is
sometimes carried hundreds of through the air. High in the air, it with
snow. When the snow falls, there is sometimes red dust mixed in with it to give it
a colour.




