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Cover photo

Thirty-eight year old New York Giants quarterback Y. A. Tittle kneels in the Giants
end zone in September 1964 after throwing an interception returned for a touch-
down by the Pittsburgh Steelers. Tittle was ferociously hit as he released the pass
by 270-pound defensive end John Baker and slammed to the ground, suffering a
cracked sternum and a concussion on the play that left him dazed and disoriented.
This iconic photograph is one of the most famous football photographs of all time
because it encapsulates the violence and humanity of the game. It was taken by
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette photographer Morris Berman, and ironically was not published
by the newspaper because it was not an “action” shot. Tittle returned to play the
following weekend, his concussion symptoms not considered of medical importance.
He retired after the season, bringing to a close a 17-year career in professional foot-
ball, much of it spent with the San Francisco 49ers. Traded to the Giants in 1961 he
led the team to three consecutive Eastern division titles and was named the league’s
Most Valuable Player. He was elected to the Professional Football Hall of Fame in
1971 based upon a record-setting career that included 242 touchdown passes and 2427
completions that gained more than 33,000 yards. In 2016, at the age of 89, the former
NEL star resided in the Bay Area suffering from dementia.
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