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PREFACE

This book investigates representations of the emblematic first
woman by examining one of the earliest and most influential
accounts of Adam and Eve subsequent to the Hebrew Bible, namely
the apocryphal Greek Life of Adam and Eve (GLAE) from antiquity. It
further considers the cultural and ideological significance of these
representations.

Treating the figure of Eve as a culturally constructed representa-
tion of woman, this book employs observations from contemporary
sociological perspectives, traditional biblical scholarship, studies of
the Books of Adam and Eve, as well as critical feminist theory to
demonstrate that the GLAE is not a single-voiced source represent-
ing one authoritative/dominant tradition. Rather, it incorporates
a range of conventional, authorized traditions as well as unofficial
countertraditions about the archetypal first woman, paradoxically
associating her with notions that are considered to be both loathed
and laudable in theological and social circles. Further, the book
shows that these representations of Eve betray not only overlapping
literary traditions; rather, they are closely linked to larger voices,
concepts, and values of the broader hybrid Greco-Roman cultural
world in which they emerged, both corresponding and responding
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to contemporaneous exegetical views as well as cultural norms of
the time.

The last few decades of scholarship have yielded exciting, sig-
nificant studies on gender, women, and the biblical figure of Eve, as
well as on the complex literary, theological, and cultural features of
the GLAE. However, comparatively little attention has been devoted
to the salient and diverse representations of Eve in the GLAE and
their cultural and ideological implications. Similarly, comparatively
little attention has been paid by feminist critics to the representa-
tion of femininity in the GLAE, even though the work seems to be
a major turning point in the ongoing discourse on Eve and women
in antiquity. This book aims to advance these relatively unexplored
areas and thus to contribute to the ongoing study of the GLAE, its
representations of Eve/femininity, and the ideological, rhetorical,
and cultural significance of these representations.

The book offers a nuanced examination of the GLAE’s multifac-
eted and at times contradictory depictions of Eve and femininity. It
further situates these literary depictions within the hybrid Greco-
Roman cultural world in which they emerged and looks at the extent
to which they both reflect and construct contemporaneous concepts
in regard to Eve’s and women’s standing, role, authority, and realms
of experiences. Finally, the book considers how the GLAE narrative
endows the biblical story of Eve with new details and meanings that
resonate with both contemporaneous and later traditions. Aiming
to introduce a dynamic study of the GLAE’s Eve, each chapter inves-
tigates a distinct representation of the first woman, revealing a
web of traditions and voices—be they official, dogmatic, popular,
or subversive—that converge in a multivocal dialogue on Eve and
femininity in the cultural landscape of antiquity.
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Introduction

Traditions of Eve in Antiquity:
The Greek Life of Adam and Eve

Sir Thomas Brock, Eve (1899).
Reproduced by kind permission of the Tate Gallery, London. © Tate, London 2009.

*And when he [Satan/the Serpent] had received the oath from me
[Eve], he came and entered and placed upoh the fruit the poison of
his wickedness—which is (the sense of) desire, for it is the begin-
ning of every sin—and he bent the branch on the earth and I took
of the fruit and I ate.

(GLAE19.3)



