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Unit 1

Love and Romance

Have you ever asked yourself what love is? Over the centuries

people have been asking that question. Many people can tell you what
love feels like, but when it comes to describing what it really is, the
words are hard to find. That’s because love is better to be felt than to
be defined. That is the total magic of love. As Plato says “Every man
is a poet when he is in love” , love is the soil of all kinds of romance.
People in love rack their brains in scheming romantic scenes, which
adds much delight to our insipid life. Maybe it explains, to some ex-
tent, why most of us are willing to be enslaved by love and why we are
so fond of talking about it.
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comiersation 1

Hi, Mary, haven’t seen you for a while. How is Paul?

I just went out with him last night.

What you meant is that you are in love?

Yes. To be frank, I really love him to death.

You’re so lucky!

Why do you say that?

Why? Are you kidding me? A guy like him is hard to find. Few
boys are so caring, so patient, and did I mention, he’s a hand-

some guy?

: You really think so?
: Totally! I'm saying it from the bottom of my heart. And it’s obvi-

ous that he’s head over heels in love with you, too.

; I surely hope so.

Conversation 2

: Valentine’s Day is drawing near. What do you plan to give Julie as

a present?

: Oh, is it that time of the month already? I've completely forgotten

about it.

: If you want to keep your wife happy, you should never forget im-

portant days like her birthday, your wedding anniversary, or
Valentine’s Day.
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Unit 1 Love and Romance

: Ilearned that the hard way. Julie never let me forget that I missed

our anniversary last month.

: Little things like that mean a lot to women. At least that’s what my

wife keeps telling me.

: Well, since you have such a good memory, do you have any idea

for a gift?

: My wife always likes a box of chocolates.

: [ don’t know. Julie likes chocolates of course, but she’s trying to

lose some weight. I probably shouldn’t do anything to make it hard

for her.

: How about flowers? That’s something everyone likes.

: Yes, flowers are nice.

Conversation 3

Hello. Welcome to Lily’s Flower Shop. May I help you?

Yes, I’'m looking for some flowers for my girlfriend.

Is it a special occasion?

Not really. I just want to show her how much I love her.

How nice! Maybe a dozen red roses would be fitting then.

Yes, that sounds perfect. Would it be possible for you to throw in
some lilies as well? Those are her favorite flowers.

No problem. We have some fresh ones that arrived just this morn-
ing.

Excellent. I'd like to have those delivered, please.

: Very well. The address, sir?

It’s 75 Baseline Road.

: And what time would you like those delivered, sir?

Could you bring them by at about five o’clock this evening,

please?
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A: Of course, sir. Thank you and have a nice day.
B: You too. f

Expressing hope

I surely hope so.

Let’s hope for his arrival.

Hopefully, we’ll get that.

I do hope for your coming.

We must hope that they will win the game.

As long as I can go back home easily.

Keep your fingers crossed that he’ll be back safe and sound.

It’s my sincere hope that you can come to my party.

I expect that he can bring back the prize.
I trust that she’ll be back soon.

Love is sweet torment.

I can’t live without you. /You take my breath away.

When I met her, it was love at first sight.

I fell my head over heels in love with her the moment I saw her.
Without respect, love cannot go far. '

To marry means to half one’s right and to double one’s duty.

Love is being willing to sacrifice everything for someone, but never

having to.
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8. We attract love by the emotions we display; we retain love by the
emotions we possess.
9. I love you not because of who you are, but because of who I am

when I am with you.

10. To the world you may be one person, but to one person you may

be the world.

1. Individual work

Story-telling: Use your imagination and make up a love story.
Try to make your story coherent and well orgénized. Please begin your
story with “Once upon a time” and end it with “And they live happily

together ever after. ”

2. Pair work
Discussion :

1) What do you think true love is?

2) Do you believe in love at first sight?

3) Do you believe fate plays a hand in finding love?

4) What do you consider to be romantic? Do you think romance is an
important part of a relationship? Why?

5) Do you think that true love can conquer all?

3. Team project
Role-play: You must have read many love stories. Choose one

that attracts you most and play it with your partners.
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1. Valentine's Day

February 14 is Valentine’s Day. It is celebrated as a lovers’ holi-
day today, with the giving of candy, flowers, or other gifts between
couples in love.

There are varying opinions as to the origin of Valentine’s Day.
Some experts state that it originated from St. Valentine, a Roman who
was martyred for refusing to give up Christianity. He died on February
14,269 A. D. , the same day that had been devoted to love lotteries.
Legend also says that St. Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer’s
daughter, who had become his friend, and signed it “From Your Val-
entine” . Other aspects of the story say that Saint Valentine served as a
priest at the temple during the reign of Emperor Claudius. Claudius
then had Valentine jailed for defying him. In 496 A. D. Pope Gelasius
set aside February 14 to honor St. Valentine.

Gradually, February 14 became the date for exchanging love mes-
sages and St. Valentine became the patron saint of lovers. The date
was marked by sending poems and simple gifts such as flowers. There

was often a social gathering or a ball.

2. Spin the bottle

Spin the bottle is a kissing game that has been popular in Ameri-
can culture. In this game a participant must spin an empty bottle and
kiss the person the spun bottle points to. This game is popular espe-
cially among teenagers, because it allows contact with the opposite sex

without having to get really personal.



