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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare's plays, Shelley's poems,
Mark Twain's novels and Nietzsche's works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people's mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is lliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country's culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People's Publishing House is to be congratulated
for its foresight and courage in making a new series of
world literary classics ( Bedside Classics) available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

[ am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in China. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing "spiritual civilization", it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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STORY OF THE DOOR

M r. Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged
countenance, that was never lighted by a
smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse;
backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, dreary, and
yet somehow lovable. At friendly meetings, and when
the wine was to his taste, something eminently human
beaconed from his eye; something indeed which never
found its way into his talk, but which spoke not only
in these silent symbols of the after-dinner face, but
more often and loudly in the acts of his life. He was
austere with himself; drank gin when he was alone, to
mortify a taste for vintages; and though he enjoyed the
theatre, had not crossed the doors of one for twenty
years. But he had an approved tolerance for others;
sometimes wondering, almost with envy, at the high
pressure of spirits involved in their misdeeds; and in
any extremity inclined to help rather than to reprove.

"I incline to Cain's heresy," he used to say quaintly:
"I let my brother go to the devil in his own way." In
this character, it was frequently his fortune to be the
last reputable acquaintance and the last good influence
in the lives of down-going men. And to such as these,
so long as they came about his chambers, he never
marked a shade of change in his demeanour.

No doubt the feat was easy to Mr. Utterson; for
he was undemonstrative at the best, and even
his friendship seemed to be founded in a similar
catholicity of good-nature. It is the mark of a modest
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man to accept his friendly circle ready-made from
the hands of opportunity; and that was the lawyer's
way. His friends were those of his own blood or those
whom he had known the longest; his affections, like
ivy, were the growth of time, they implied no aptness
in the object. Hence, no doubt, the bond that united
him to Mr. Richard Enfield, his distant kinsman, the
well-known man about town. It was a nut to crack for
many, what these two could see in each other, or what
subject they could find in common. It was reported by
those who encountered them in their Sunday walks,
that they said nothing, looked singularly dull, and
would hail with obvious relief the appearance of a
friend. For all that, the two men put the greatest store
by these excursions, counted them the chief jewel of
each week, and not only set aside occasions of pleasure,
but even resisted the calls of business, that they might
enjoy them uninterrupted.

It chanced on one of these rambles that their way led
them down a by-street in a busy quarter of London.
The street was small and what 1s called quiet, but
it drove a thriving trade on the week-days. The
inhabitants were all doing well, it seemed, and all
emulously hoping to do better still, and laying out
the surplus of their gains in coquetry; so that the shop
fronts stood along that thoroughfare with an air of
invitation, like rows of smiling saleswomen. Even on
Sunday, when it veiled its more florid charms and lay
comparatively empty of passage, the street shone out
in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood, like a fire in
a forest; and with its freshly painted shutters, well-
polished brasses, and general cleanliness and gaiety
of note, instantly caught and pleased the eye of the
passenger.

Two doors from one corner, on the left hand going
east, the line was broken by the entry of a court; and
just at that point, a certain sinister block of building
thrust forward its gable on the street. It was two stories
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high; showed no window, nothing but a door on the
lower story and a blind forehead of discoloured wall
on the upper; and bore in every feature, the marks of
prolonged and sordid negligence. The door, which was
equipped with neither bell nor knocker, was blistered
and distained. Tramps slouched into the recess and
struck matches on the panels; children kept shop upon
the steps; the schoolboy had tried his knife on the
mouldings; and for close on a generation, no one had
appeared to drive away these random visitors or to
repair their ravages.

Mr. Enfield and the lawyer were on the other side of
the by-street; but when they came abreast of the entry,
the former lifted up his cane and pointed.

"Did you ever remark that door?" he asked; and
when his companion had replied in the affirmative, "It
is connected in my mind," added he, "with a very odd
story."

"Indeed?" said Mr. Utterson, with a slight change of
voice, "and what was that?"

"Well, it was this way," returned Mr. Enfield: "I
was coming home from some place at the end of the
world, about three o'clock of a black winter morning,
and my way lay through a part of town where there
was literally nothing to be seen but lamps. Street after
street, and all the folks asleep—street after street, all
lighted up as if for a procession and all as empty as a
church—till at last I got into that state of mind when
a man listens and listens and begins to long for the
sight of a policeman. All at once, I saw two figures:
one a little man who was stumping along eastward
at a good walk, and the other a girl of maybe eight
or ten who was running as hard as she was able
down a cross street. Well, sir, the two ran into one
another naturally enough at the corner; and then came
the horrible part of the thing; for the man trampled
calmly over the child's body and left her screaming
on the ground. It sounds nothing to hear, but it was



