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College Pressures

by William Zinsser

PART 1
L VOCABULARY: GUESSING AND EXPANSION

@New Words Guesswork

Guess the meaning of the boldfaced word in each of the following sentences. In the blank at
the end of each sentence, write some simple words/phrases that may be similar in meaning
to the word in boldface. The first sentence is done for you. When you finish, check the brief
definition of these words and study their synonyms in section B.

1. Mononucleosis is a deadly disease almost incurable. fatal illness, cancer. deadly

disease
. A suppliant is a man who asks humbly for something.

. In a hurry, she scribbles something on her notebook.

. I don’t like the silent and clammy air of the meeting.

. Movie stars are now venerated as national heroes.

. Luckily he was matriculated into this famous university.

SN NV B SNS S

. The rich man spent all his money and died a pauper.




8. Money accrues in bank but runs out in pocket.

9. John vacillated between staying home and going out.

10. He is ordinary, getting mediocre grades in school.

Now check the brief definitions of these words and study their synonyms listed below,
paying close attention to how each word is used in the sentence. When you finish, do the
exercises that follow.

...................................................................................................................................

mononuclcosis /monduinjukli:'susts/ n.  a disease mused by too many mononuclear
leuhoqytes in the blood, so ﬁm aonsidemd tncurable

.....................................................................................................................................................

cancer /'kensa/ Scientists declare that they have find new ways to treat cancer.
AIDS /e1dz/ The full name of AIDS is ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.”
leprosy /'leprasi/ Leprosy is a terrible disease that affects the skin, nerves and bones

and can cause people’s fingers and toes to fall off.

...................................................................................................................................................

suppliant /'SApllent/ n a pmvon who begs for mmtbing bumbly

............................................

L Sessseneaenn R R

entreat /in'tri:t/ It is dangerous! I entreat you to change your mind!
beseech /br'si:tf/ This is his first offense, so I beseech you to have mercy.
implore /im'plo:/ The tearful girl implored her boyfriend not to leave her.
adjure /2'd3u9/ In God’s name, I adjure you to tell me the truth!

............................................................ §888000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000sateesttcttassettnses

scribble /'sknbl/ vt. to wrme bastily and camles:ly

...................................................................................................................................................

scratch /skratf/ Professor Li scratched a few notes at the margin of my paper
and said, “Pass.”
sketch /sketf/ The officer sketched the enemy fortress and ordered that it

should be “blown up” immediately.

detached /d1'tet[t/ He observed the angry protestors with detached amusement.




indifferent /in'difaront/ A neutral mind is always indifferent to the power of fashion or
advertisement.

apathetic /zpa'Oetik/ We don’t care who is going to be the next president; we are
apathetic to politics.

aloof /2'lu:f/ He thinks he is great, always staymg aloof from other students.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

revere /r1'vio/ Confucianism is internationally revered by generations of
scholars.

consecrate /'konsikreit/ The land was consecrated to those who have given their lives to

the country.
hallow /'hzlou/ Here is the battle ground ballowed by the blood of the patriots.
sanctify /'senktifal/ They have seen their love sanctified by the religious ceremony of
marriage.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

register /'red3isto/ Shakespeare’s birth was registered on the local religious
archives in 1564.

enlist /in'list/ All the young men in the village were enlisted in the army
service.

recruit /r1'kru:t/ The university has a plan to recruit more staff later this year.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

tramp /tremp/ After the war, Bob became a tramp, traveling from towns to
towns, begging.

mendicant /'mendikont/ Some religious persons live on begging and they are called
mendicant friar.

vagrant /'veigront/ Homeless and jobless, Tom has become a vagrant, traveling while
begging.

vagabond /'vegabond/ He has been traveling around the country like a vagabond,
looking for job.




accumulate /2'kju:mjulert/ Investigators have now accumulated enough evidence to
prove it otherwise.

aggregate /' zgrigeit/

hoard /ho:d/

.....................................

....................................

waver /'wewa/
oscillate /'psilert/
swing /swip/

falter /'f5:1ta/

......................................

Movie Association needs to aggregate more students
sharing similar interests.

Mr. Brown has left his sons $5,000,000 hoarded during his
50 years of stingy life.

...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

The congressman was accused of wavering in his position against
terrorism.

When confronted to challenge, he always oscillates between fear
and bravery.

As a top leader, you should not make public opinion swing in
your favor.

Tom was too nervous to speak and he couldn’t help faltering
many times in his speech.

.............................................................................................................

mediocre/'mndlouka/ adj. q'modemteorloquamy,oﬁmmyandcomon

--------------------------------------

average /'zvoridz/
banal /ba'na:l/
insipid /in'sip1d/

inane /1'nein/

.
...................................... D LT

Nothing special in this movie. It is a very average play made by an
average director.

Worse! It is a banal tale acted out with banal dialogues and
uninspired music.

Indeed! Our world now is filled with insipid art and dull,
unoriginal language.

Worse still! Such mediocrity is encouraged by an inane
interpretation and criticism!

Exercise 1 _Identifying New Words in the Context

For each of the following sentences, fill in the blanks by selecting one word from the three
options given in the parentbesis.

1. City College has been experiencing an increase in its annual enrolment and this year it
(venerated, scribbled, matriculated) two thousand six hundred

has




