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DEAR FRIENDS!

We all know that our
~ fields and woods are full of
living beings. We can see
with our own eyes animals
that walk about, birds that
cheer us with their merry songs,
insects that live in the air
and on the ground.

Many of them help us in
our everyday work. They are
our friends. Some of them,
however, do us harm. So we
have friends and enemies
. among insects, birds and
other animals.

In this book you will find
some interesting facts about
their life and habits.
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THE LIFE
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THE SPIDER'

\
\/

Do you see the spider in the /—
picture? It has just done its web; /= -}
and there it sits in the middle
- of it.

The spider is a little creature.
Its body is divided in two.? It has
- four pairs of legs and eight little eyes.

The spider loves work. It begins to work as
soon as it begins to live. Every spider is a weaver.
Even the youngest spider knows how to weave
its web just as well as the oldest. .

: The silk of which it makes its web comes from
~its body. It is like hairs.® Many of these hairs

come out at the same time, but then they are all form-
ed into % one rope of silk. It is so thin that a hun-
dred of them together are only as thick as a
human hair.

1 spider ['spaxda] — nayk .

? is divided in two — paspmesneno na nBe yacTH

3 1t is like hairs. — OH nmoxox Ha BoJockn. (Cymectsu-
tesibHOe hair B efl. unclie 3HAYAT «BOJIOCHI», BO MHOXK. YHCIE —
«OTZeNbHble BOJOCKH».)

¢ they are all formed into — Bce oHu cmieraiorcs B
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~ First the spider‘f‘ féstens‘one end of the silk:
~thread to a leaf or to a piece of wood; then it goes
~ and fastens the other end.

L When the spider fastens both en"ds, if cah r_uri ' '
" down the silk and fix some more threads. These

are the cross ropes of the web. Then it weaves =~
other lines round ‘them, and makes about twenty
rings. ‘
All this beautiful silk comes from the spider’s

body. The spider works hard and fast,” and it -
finishes its work in less than an hour. The. web {
is then so strong that the wind cannot blow it
away, and the rain cannot break it. The purpose .7 .
of the spider’s web is to catch insects, which:are -

- its food: D 1;"

Insects cannot walk or fly out of the web, "

because the spider covers it all with a sort of stuff ™
like glue, which sticks to anything that touches
the web ! and holds it fast. - '

Not all the spiders have the same sort of work

to do. :

Some spiders are masons. They build houses  «

the size of 2 a big thimble. They make doors in

them, which they shut after them when they go

in. They can even fasten the .door of the house

from the inside, so- that- no robber can get in.

The garden spider lets its threads float in the **.

air ® till they stick to plants or to the branches

of trees. It then uses these threads as the roads

or bridges to cross from one place to another; -

1 to anything that touches ['tat[1z] the web — ko Bcemy, .
uTO IIpUKacaercad K MNayTHHe

% the size of — pa3amepom c

3 lets its threads float in the air — nyckaer nayTuHKH Je-
.TaTh TO BO3JAYXY '
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Questions:

What does the spider look like? !
What is every spider, when it is born?

How does it weave its web? ’

. How does the spider work? .

Is the web strong?

Why can’t the inmsects walk or fly out of it?
What do the mason spiders build?

. How does the garden spider cross from one place to
ﬂ*another? .

oo_\lm_cnqacogx'w—

- THE SHOW IN THE GARDEN -

One evening about six o’clock the children’s
father came into the house and said, “Well,?2 Jack
and Mary,® do you want to see a wonderful show?”

“A show!” the children cried at once, “Are
we going to town?” ‘

- “No, indeed!* We needn’t g0 to town 3 to see
this show. It has come to us.” The father smiled
as he led the way out of the house ® to a bench
in the garden “Now look and see if you can find
my show,” said their father.

The children looked where he pointed and

there, on the back of the bench, they saw a spi-

1 What does the spider look like? — Kax Buirasantr
nayx?

* well — 30ece: ny

8 Jack wum. [dzek]; Mary wum. ['meari]

4 No, indeed! — 30ecs: CoBcem ger!

5 we needn’t go to town — Hesauem exath B TOpof

8 led the way out of the house — noBes (zereft) n3 aoma




der. She began .to make her'web._ She spun out T

a long line which caught not far away on another
part of the bench.?

Mrs. Spider 2 ran quickly ’across this little .

bridge and fastened it at the other side.

Now she spun other threads and fastened them

all at the centre. They looked like the spokes
of a wheel. ' :

Then she began at the centre and worked round

and round.
At the edge she stopped.
“Has she finished the web?” asked Jack.

=

“Wait and see,” his father answered. “AndA'-"-3

»
.

then you will find that she has not

Soon Mrs. Spider went to work again. She‘ K
started at the outside and went round and round. &

towards the centre. Just as she reached the centre,
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a fly got into the web. At once Mrs. Spider ran L

to the fly and began-to wrap it round and round

with silk. Then she went back to the centre of : .

the web.
“That must be her breakfast,” said Mary.

“] don’t see why the spider doesn’t get stuék_
in her own threads,”® Jack said as he looked at

the beautiful web.

“Come here, and I shall show you,” his father
answered. “Feel this thread that goes round and - -

round.”

1 caught... on another part of the bench — sanennaace...
3a ckameliKy B JIpyroM Mecre

2 Mrs. ['misiz] Spider — wyma. rocnoxa [layyuxa
. (3mech cymecTBHTENbHOMY spider COOTBETCTBYeT MecTOHMeHHe'

she)

3 doesn’t get stuck in her own threads — Be 3anyreiBaerca

B coGCTBEHHOR MayTHHE
10



Mary.1 The thread clung to their fingers.

“Now touch this one,” and he pointed to one
of the threads which ran across the web from the
centre to the outside. The children touched it
and found to their surprise that it was not stlcky
at all.

“You see,” said their father, “Mr's. Spider is
very wise. She uses two kinds of thread in her
web. She makes sticky threads to catch her food,
and cross threads for her to walk on.? They are

- quite dry.”

It was almost dark when the children went
back to. the house. Jack said, “I have seen many
spider-webs but never before have I seen a spider

make it ® and | did not know about the two kinds -

- of thread in web.”

THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

“Will you walk into my parlour?”
Said the Spider to the Fly,
“’Tis % the prettiest little parlour
That ever you did spy.>®

! and so did Mary — u Mspu Toxke (moTporasa)
2 for her to walk on — uTo6bl XOOHTH MO HUM caMoi

3 never before have I seen a spider make it — s nukorma

paHbllle He BHAeN, KaK NAayK IJIETET ee
4 s = it is
® that ever you did SpYy — KOTOPYIO BHl KOraa-iau6Go EH-

nenu (rnaroa did ynorpe6sien 3fiech B yTBepAHUTENLHOM INpei-.

JIOXEHHH /IS YCHJIEHUS ero CMbICJa)

11

Jack touched it with his finiger and so did
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The way into my parlour
Is up a winding stair, -
And I have many interesting things
To show you when you are there!”

“Oh no, no,” said the little Fly,
“To ask me is in vain,!

For who goes up your winding stair
Can never come down again.”

! in vain — wanpacHo

des
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THE LIFE OF A FLY!

What becomes of .the flies in winter?
They do not hide in corners, or sleep all
winter, as some animals do. All, except very
few of them, die when the cold weather
comes, '

Then where do all the flies come from
in summer?

Before the flies die, they lay their
eggs in some out-of-the-way place,” where
they remain during the winter months.
When the warm weather comes, the little
creature gets out of the egg, but it is not
a fly. It is a little white worm — a maggot.
This worm finds much food near, as the

‘mother fly laid the egg in a place where

the little one ® could find food., It begins

! ly [flai] — myxa

? in some out-of-the-way place — B Kaxowm- Hﬂﬁyllb
YKPOMHOM MecTe

8 fittle one = little. worm (MecTOMMEHHE one yacto

cta.urcA, uro0bl He MOBTOPATH paHee yHOMﬂHyTOE\r/
cymecmme.nbnoe) ' ,
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.at once to eat. During the flrst days of - 1ts Ilfe

it eats twice its own weight of food,! and as it
grows its appetlte becomes greater. With such an

appetite it is not strange that the creature grows .
quickly. After a time it stops to eat, and begins ..

to make a liftle case for itself, in which it shuts

itself up for a long sleep. At this stage it does

not see, and it does not move. _
By and by,? however, it wakes up, forces its

- way out of the case ? and comes out a fly with

eyes, feelers, wings and legs just like those of

its mother.* All the butterflies, moths and other - .

insects begin life in the same way. _

Flies have a very good sight. When you look -
at the eye of a fly .through the microscope,
you see a great number of very small windows. -
Each of these little windows is really an eye,
and there are about four thousand of them in
each big eye.

The feet of a fly are no less wonderful than
its eyes. With the help of its feet the fly can climb
up a rough % surface; it can also walk on the ceil-

ing overhead and does not fall. Do you know 7

why? .
The fly has two sharp claws on each foot, which

help it to climb up a rough surface. Besides that,
the fly makes a kind of strong glue or cement"-

1 it eats twice its own weight of food — ona negaeT R

B B2 pasa GoNblle MHIIH, YeM BECHT cama

? by and by — Bckope

3 it ... forces its way out of the case —ona Bbisiesaer (BbiGH-
paercs) M3 0GONOUKH

4 just like those of its mother — TouHO Takue ke, Kak
y ee MmarepH (those samenser nepequcnename Bbillle CYyIIecT-
BHTEJbHEIE)

& rough [raf] — sepoBHmlil, mrepoxoBathbliii

14




sweted e~:sclfes of- Lts feet.
“fly does.flot-fall from the ceiling.
: Somefimes the fly stays tdo, long in one spot,
. and the cement hardens so that"it cannot lift its
foot ‘It must then break off its leg.

Tt even happens sometimes that the fly be-
‘nmes a prisoner in thls way 2 and stays there un-
& gl it dies.

hat’s why 1 the

Questlons ‘

What becomes of the flies in wmter?

'How do all the flies begin their life in summer?

. What comes from the egg of a fly?

What do we call the little white worm?

What does the maggot do when it gets out of the egg?
What do_you know about the sight of a fly?
What'can you say about the eyes of a fly and about
its feet? -

8. Why does it not fall from the ceiling? -

.\!P’.U':"W!\"':—

MISTER FLY _

What a sharp little fellow ? is Mister -Fly,
He goes where he pleases, low or high,
And can walk g\ ust as well with his feet to the sky,
- As I can on the floor;
At the window he comes
With a buzz and a roar,
And over the smooth glass
Can easily pass
Or through the keyhole of the door.

1 that's (that is) why — Bot nouemy
2 in this way ~ Takum ofpa3soMm
8 what a sharp little fellow — uto 3a soBxuit Manuii




- He eats the sugar and goes away,
~Nor ever once asks ! what he must pay;
And sometimes crosses the teapot’s steam, L
And comes and plunges his head jn the cream;_g"' 3
Then on the edge of the-jug he stands, S
And cleans his wings with his feet and hands.. 4
This done,? through the wmdow he hurries away, o
Lo

And gives a buzz, as if to say,?
“At present I haven’t a minute to stay,?
But I'll peep in again in the course .of the day.”
Then again he’ll fly,
Where the sunbeams lie,
~ And neither stop to shake hands®
Nor say good-bye:
Such a- strange little fellow is Mister Fly,
Who goes where he pleases, low or. high, i
And can walk on the ceiling B
Without ever feeling j{;
K

The fear of fallmg down from the sky'“":-'

Memorize the Proverbs:’

1. To weave spider’s webs. — Ilnectn naytumy.
2. A fly*on the wheel. — Myxa Ha Kojece (uesioBex,
CHJIBHO TPEYBeAHYHBAIOIMH CBOE 3HAYeHHe, CBOM 3aClyru).
CpaBHuTe ¢ pycckofi mocsoBuuell: «<Mpl naxam». ’
3. A {ly in the ointment. — Myxa B Ma3Hu.
CpaBHure: «/IoxkKa jertss B Gouke menar.

O o I

! nor.ever once asks — u HH pasy He cnpamnBae'r oo
2 this done — cpenas sTO o

8 gives a buzz, as if to say — XyXXKuT, CJOBHO roBOpS

¢ YThaven't a minute to stay — f He MOr'y 3a4epKHBATLCS

HH Ha MHHYTY :
5 to shake hands — uToGn nosfopoBarbes

¢ without ever feeling the fear of falling down from the

sky — coaepmem{o HE HCHBITHIBAS CTpPaxa ynactk ¢ HeGa

16
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THE GRASSHOPPER?! /
Very often when you walk along |

a path in the meadow or in the garden
you can see a grasshopper who hops
into the air on your approach.? It-is
rather a large greenish insect. There
are long-horned and short-horned 3
grasshoppers.

Short-horned grasshoppers live on
the ground or near it. Long-horned’
grasshoppers live in the leaves of trees.
They eat grass and leaves. A grass-
hopper has six legs. It uses its front
legs to hold the food. Its hind legs
are very long. It rubs them against

! grasshopper ['graz:shops] — Kysuweumk
% on your approach [o'prout|] —
npH BailleM ‘OpHOGIMKERHH
® long-horned — ¢ JTHHHBIMH |
ycukamn, short-horned —
C KOPOTKMMH YCHKaMH
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