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BOOK ONE

[1712 to 1719]

I am commencing an undertaking, hitherto
without precedent, and which will never find an
imitator. I desire to-set before my fellows the
likeness of a man in all the truth of nature, and
that man myself.

Myself alone! I know the feelings of my heart,
and I know men. I am not made like any of those
1 have seen; 1 venture to believe that I am not
made like any of those who are in existence. If 1
am not better, at least I am different. Whether
Nature has acted rightly or wrongly in destroying
the mould in which she cast me, can only be de-
cided after I have been read.

Let the trumpet of the Day of Judgement
Lrumpet |

sound when it will, 1 will present myself before
the Sovereign Judge with this book in my hand. 1
will say boldly. ‘This is what I have done, what
I have thought. what I was, I have told the good
and the bad (with equal frankness) I have neither
omitted anything bad, nor interpolated anything
good. If 1 have occasionally made use of some im-
material embellishments, this has only been in
order to fill a gap caused by lack of memory. 1
may have assumed the truth of that which I knew
might have been true, never of that which I
knew to be false. I have shown myself as I was:
mean and contemptible, good, high-minded and
sublime, according as | was one or the other. 1
have unveiled my inmost self even as Thou hast
seen it, O Eternal Being. Gather round me the
countless host of my fellow-men; let them hear

—_ 1 —
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my confessions, lament for my unworthiness.

" and blush for my imperfections. Then let each of

them in turn reveal, with the same frankness,
the secrets of his heart at the foot of the Throne,
and say, if he dare, I was better than that
manl”’

I was born at Geneva, in the year 1712. and
was the son of Isaac Rousseau and Susanne Ber-
nard, citizens. The distribution of a very moder-
ate inheritance amongst fifteen children had re-
duced my father’s portion almost to nothing; and .
his only means of livelihood was his trade of
watchmaker, in which he was really very clever.
My mother, a daughter of the Protestant minis-
ter Bernard, was better off. She was clever and
beautiful, and my father had found difficulty in
obtaining her hand, Their affection for each oth-
er had commenced almost as soon as they were
born. When only eight years old, they walked
every evening upon the Treille; at ten, they were
inseparable, Sympathy and union of soul
strengthened in them the feeling produced by in- ¢
timacy. Both, naturally full of tender sensibility,
only waited for the moment when they should
find the same disposition in another—or, rather,
this moment waited for them. and each aban-
doned their heart to the first which opened to re-
ceive it. Destiny, which appeared to oppose their
passion, only encouraged it. The young lover,
unable to obtain possession of his mistress. was
consumed by grief. She advised him to travel,
and endeavour to forget her. He travelled, but
without result, and returned more in love than
ever. He found her whom he loved still faithful
and true. After this trial of affection. nothing
was left for them but to love each other all their
lives. This they swore to do, and Heaven bless-
ed their cath.

Gabriel Bernard, my mother's brother, fell in
love with one of my father's sisters, who only
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consented to accept the hand of the brother, on
condition that her own brother married the
sister, lLove arranged everything. and the two
marriages took place on the same day. Thus my
uncle became the husband of my aunt, and their
children were doubly my first cousins. At the
end of a year, a child was born to both, after
which they were again obliged to separate,

My uncle Bernard was af’engineer. He took
service in the Empire and in Hungary, under
Prince Eugéne. He distinguished himself at the
siege and battle of Belgrade, My father, after
the birth of my only brother, set out for Con-
stantinople. whither he was summoned to under-
take the post of ®atchmaker to the Sultan. Dur-
ing his absence. my mother’s beauty, intellect
and talents gained for her the devotion of numer-
ous admirers, M. de la Closure. the French resi-
dent, was one of the most eager to offer his. His
passion must have been great. for thirty years
later, 1 saw him greatly affected when speaking
to me of her. To enable her to resist such ad-
vances, my mother had more than her virtue:
she loved her husband tenderly. She pressed him
to return; he left all. and returned. 1 was the
unhappy fruit of this return. Ten months later 1
was born, a weak and ailing child: 1 cost my
mother her life, and my birth was the first of my
misfortunes,

I have never heard how my father bore this
loss, but T know that he was inconsglable. He -
believed that he saw his wife again in me, with-
out being able to forget that it was T who had
robbed him of her; he never embraced me with-
out my perceiving, by his sighs and the convul-
sive manner in which he clasped me to his

breast, that a bitter regret was mingled with his
e~

caresses. which were on that account only the
more tender. When he said to me, *Jean-Jac-
ques, let us talk of your mother.’ I used to an-

— 3 j——
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swer, ¢ Well, then, my father, we will weep!
’—and this word alone was sufficient to move
him to tears. ‘Ah!’ said he, with a sigh, ‘give
her back to me, congole me for her loss, fill the
vpid which she has left in my soul. Should I love
you as | do, if you were only my son?’ Forty
years after he had lost her, he died in the arms of
a second wife, but the name of the first was on
his lips and her image at the bottom of his heart.

Such were the authors of my existence, Of all
the gifts which Heaven had bestgwed upon
them, a sensitive heart is the only one they be-
queathed to me; it had been the source of their
happiness, but for me it proved the source of all
the misfortunes of my life,

I was brought into the world in an almost dy-
ing condition: little hope was entertained of sav-
ing my life. I carried within me the germs of a

“complaint which the course of time has strength-

ened, and which at times allows me a respite on-
ly to make me suffer more cruelly in another
manner. One of my father's sisters, an amiable
and virtuous young woman, took such carelef me
that she saved my life. At this moment, while [
am writing, she is still alive, at the age of eight-
y. nursing a husband younger than herself, but
exhausted by excessive drinking. Dear aunt, I
forgive you for having preserved my life; and 1
deeply regret that, at the end of your days, I am
unable to repay the tender care which you lav-
ished upon me at the beginning of my own. My
dear old nurse Jacqueline is also still alive,
healthy and robust. The hands which opened my
eyes at my birth will be able to close them for me
at my death,

I felt before 1 thought: this is the common lot
of humanity, I experienced it more than others. I
do not know what I did until T was five or six
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years old. I do not know how I learned to read;1
only remember my earliest reading, and the

.effect it had upon me; from that time I date my

uninterrupted self-consciousness. My mother had
left some romances behind her, which my father
and I began to read after supper. At first it was
only a question of practising me in reading by the
aid of amusing books; but soon the interest be-
came so lively, that we used to read in turns
without stopping, and spent whole nights in this
occupation. We were unable to leave off until the
volume was finished. Sometimes, my father,
hearing the swallows begin to twitter in the early
morning, would say, quite ashamed, ‘Let us go
to bed; T am more of a child than yourself, *

In a short time 1 acquired, by this dangerous
method, not only extreme facility in reading and
understanding what T read, but a knowledge of
the passions that was unique in a child of my
age. I had no idea of things in themselves, al-
though all the feelings of actual life were already
known to me. 1 had conceived nothing, but felt
everything. These confused emotions, which 1
felt one after the other, certainly did not wa
the reasoning powers which I did not as yet pos-
sess; but they shaped them in me of a peculiar
stamp, and gave me odd and romantic notions of
human life, of which experience and reflection
have never been able wholly to cure me.

[1719 to 1723]—The romances came to an
end in the summer of 1719. The following winter
brought us something different. My mother’s li-
brary being exhausted, we had recourse to the
share of her father’s which had fallen to us.
Luckily, there were some good books in it in
fact, it could hardly have been otherwise, for the
library had been collected by a minister, who
was even a learned man according to the fashion
of the day, and was at the same time a man of
taste and intellect. The History of the Empire

— 5 —
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and the Church by Le Sueur; Bossuet’s Treatise
upon Universal History; Plutarch’s lives of Fa-
mous Men; Nani's History of Venice; Ovid's
Metamorphoses; 1.a  Bruyére;  Fontenell's
Worlds; his Dialogues of the Dead; and some
volumes of Moliere—allthese were brought over
into my father’s room, and I read to him out of
them while he worked. I cox&eived a taste for
them that was rare and perhaps unique at my
age. Plutarch, especially, became my favourite
author. The pleasure I took in reading him over
and over again cured me a little of my taste for
romance, and I soon preferred Agesilaus, Brutus
and Aristides to Orondates, Artamenes, and Ju-
ba. This interesting reading, and the conversa-
tions between my father and myself to which it
gave rise, formed in me the free and republican
spirit, the proud and indomitable character una-
ble to endure slavery or #rvitude. which has
tormented me throughout my life in situations
the least fitted to afford it scope. Unceasingly
occupied with thoughts of Rome and Athens,
living as it were amongst their great men, myself
by birth the citizen of a republic and the son of a
father whose patriotism was his strongest pas-
sion, I was fired by his example; 1 believed my-
self a Greek or a Roman; T lost my identity in
that of the individual whose life I was reading;
the recitals of the qualities of endurance and in-
trepidity which arrested my attention made my
eyes glisten and strengthened my voice. One
day, while I was relating the history of Scaevola
at table, those present were alarmed to see me
come forward and hold my hand over a chafing-
dish, to illustrate his action.

I had a brother seven years older than myself,
who was learning my father’s trade. The exces-
sive affection which was lavished upon myself
caused him to be somewhat neglected, which
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treatment I cannot approve of. His education feit
the consequences of this neglect. He took to evil
courses before he was old enough to be a regular
profligate. He was put with another master,
from whom he was continually running away, as
he had done from home. I hardly ever saw him; 1
can scarcely say that I knew him; but 1 never
ceased to love him tenderly, and he loved me as
mfh as a vagabond can love anything. I remem-
ber that, on one occasion. when my father was
chastising him harshly and in anger, I threw my-
self irﬁ‘petuously between them and embraced him
closely. In this manner I covered his body with
mine, and received the blows which were aimed
at him; 1 so obstinately maintained my position
that at last my fﬁ)er was obliged to leave off,
being either disarmed by my cries and teatss—er
afraid of hurting me more than him. At last, my
brother turned out so badly that he ran away and
disappeared altogether. Some time afterwards we
heard that he was in Germany. He never once
wrote to us. From that time nothing more has
been heard of him, and thus I have remained an
only son.

1f this poor boy was carelessly brought up,
this was not the case with his brother; the chil-
dren of kings could not be more carefully looked
after than I was during my early years— wer-
shipped by all around me, and, which is far less
common, treated as a beloved, never as a spoiled
child. Till T left my father’s house, 1 was never
once allowed to run about the streets by myself
with the other children; in my case no one ever
had to satisfy or check any of those fantastic
whims which are attributed to Nature, but are
all in reality the result of education. 1 had the
faults of my age: 1 was a chatterbox, a glutton,
and, sometimes, a liar. I would have stolen
fruits, bonbons, or eatables; but I have never
found pleasure in doing harm or damage, in ac-
cusing others, or in tormgting poor dumb “ani-
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mals. I remember, however, that I once made
water in a saucepan belonging to one of our
neighbours, Madame Clot, while she was at
church. I declare that, even now, the recollec-
tion of this makes me laugh, because Madame
Clot, a good woman in other respects, was the
most confirmed old grumbler I have ever known.
Such ismmtmy of all my childish

offences,

How could I become wicked, when I had
nothing but examples of gentleness before my
eyes, and none around me but the best people in
the world? My father, my aunt, my nurse, my
relations, our friends, our neighbours, all who
surrounded me, did not, it is true, obey me, but
they loved me; and I loved them in return. My
wishes were so little excited and so little op-
posed, that it did not occur to me to have any. |
can swear that, until I served under a master, I
never knew what a fancy was. Except during the
time I spent in reading or writing in my father’s
company, or when my nurse took me for a walk,
I was always with my aunt, sitting or standing
by her side, watching her at her embrgidery or
listening to her singing; and 1 was conéit. Her
cheerfulness, her gentleness and her pleasant
face have stamped so deep and lively an impres-
sion on my mind that I can still see her manner,
look, and attitude; 1 remember her affectionate
language: I could describe what clothes she wore
and how her head was dressed, not forgetting
the two little curls of black hair on her temples,
which she wore in accordance with the fashion of
the time,

I am convinced that it is to her I owe the taste,
or rather passion, for music, which only became
fully developed in me a long time afterwards.
She knew a prodigious number of tunes and
songs which she used to sing in a very thin, gen-
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tle voice, This excellent woman's cheerfulness of
soul banished dreaminess and melancholy from
herself 4fd all around her. The attraction which
her singing possessed for me was so great, that
not only have several of her songs always re-
mained in my memory, but even now. when I
have lost her, and as I grew older. many of
them, totally forgotten since the days of my
childhood, return to my mind with inexgessible
charm. Would anyone believe that 1, an old do-
tard, eaten up by cares and troubles, sometime
find myself weeping like a child, when I mumble
one of those little airs in a voice aiready broken
and trembling? Of€” of them, especially, has
come back to me completely, as far as the tune is
concerned; the second half of the words, howev-
er, has obst‘iﬂately resisted-all my efforts to re-
call it, although T have an indistinct recollection
of the rhymes. Here is the beginning, and all
that T can remember of the rest.

Tircis, je n'ose

Ecouter ton chalumeau

Sous l'ormeau ;

Car on en cause

Déja duns notre hameau.

«eun berger

wes'engagerser

++» sans danger

Et toujours l'épine est sous la rose.

I ask, where is the affecting charm which my
heart finds in this song? It is a whim, which I
am quite unable to understand; but, be that as it
may, it is absolutely impossible for me to sing it
through without being interrupted by my tears. |
have intended, times without number, to write
to Paris to make inquiries concerning the remain-
der of the words, in case anyone should happen
to know them; but I am almost certain that the
pleasure which 1 feel in recalling the air would
partly disappear, if it should be proved that oth-
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ers besides my poor aunt Suson have sung it.

Such were my earliest emotions on my entry
into life; thus began to form or display itself in
me that heart at once so proud and tender, that
character so effeminate but yet indomitable,
which, ever wavering between timidity and cour-
age, weakness and self-control, has throughout
my life made me inconsistent. and has caused ab-
stinence and enjoyment, pleasure and prudence
equally to elude my grasp.

This course of education was interrupted by an
accident, the consequences of which have exer-
cised an influence upon the remainder of my life.
My father had a quarrel with a captain in the
French army, named Gautier, who was connect-
ed with some of the members of the Common
Council. This Gautier. a cowardly and insolent
fellow (whose nose happéned to bleed during the
affray), in order to avenge himself, accused my
father of having drawn his sword within the city
walls. My father, whom they wanted to send to
prison, persisted that. in accordance with the
law, the accuser ought to be imprisoned as well
as himself. Being unable to have his way in this,
he preferred to quit Geneva and expatriate him-
self for the rest of his life, than to give way on a
point in which honour and liberty appeared to
him to be compromised.

I remained under the care of my uncle Ber-
nard, who was at the time employed upon the
fortifications of Geneva. His eldest daughter was
dead, but he had a son of the same age as my-
self. We were sent together to Bossey, to hoard
with the Protestant minister Lambercier, in or-
der to learn, together with Latin, all the sorry
trash which is included under the name of educa-
tion.

Two years spent in the village in some degree
softened my Roman roughness and made me a
child again. At Geneva. where no tasks were im-



BREHEREREST. B
ILERRME—H S8, ME
BRI EHNR. R E R
ANBUMBHTER. SRR
KRN T RAERRE
BEE RHAE., RS H~
AT —FR R TIK E, X Fh
FD W AREINK ., BRI
HWEAP . BYREEARIL
At EE e 2, REX &
sHALERESABEANY
T EBBREXEBEEN
1k, BURAREER —(IR
HEm L Em A B 2
MEALBE  NARTEH
Sk ERT]. RERMER
ARE, BEFEERUESE
SeytE R, RAKREFIIR
T TH. BRI B MR
JLERRLRABR,. RIF]
HEATREEELETRFFEN
KRG M ALZERS. X R LIE
iR % F 8. ’
XRHINEFMRMAT
B—ANMEMZE. FRKETF O
BRARAM. SEM. RAN—
EESEHNRERMER,
[ i — TR EF Ay S b
RS RTNRATER
S, FARMMBEEET
TR R AR A
MR, i — 548
K AT AR /MK T I
R — RS B3 . T B
HAWNEOCRBEPAZ
T AHERFZAME BTN
. RIFIAIHIREE 218
R RAVIRRH BIR : 14
BHE: BB ES ML
HFHER S TGRS

TR, RERFBRLOGN 2R

posed upon me. I loved reading and study,
which were almost my only amusements; at
Bossey, my tasks made me love the games which
formed a break in them. The country was so new
to me, that my enjoyment of it never palied. I
conceived so lively an affection for it, that it has
never since died out. The remembrance of the
happy days I have spent there filled me with re-
gretful longing for its pleasures, at all periods of
my life, until the day which has brought me back
to it. M. Lambercier was a very intelligent per-
son, who, without neglecting our education,
never imposed excessive tasks upon us. The fact
that, in spite of my dislike to restraint, I have
never recalled my hours of study with any feeling
of disgust—and also that, even if I did not learn
much from him, I learnt without difficoulty what
1 did learn and never forgot it—is sufficient proof
that his system of instruction was a good one,

The simplicity of this country life was of ines-
timable value to me. in that it opened my heart
to friendship. Up to that time I had only known
lofty, but imaginary sentiments. The habit of
living peacefully together with my cousin Ber-
nard drew us together in tender bonds of union.
In a short time, my feelings towards him' becithe
more affectionate than those with which I had re-
garded my brother, and they have never been ef-
faced: - He wiis a tall, lanky; weéikly bay; as
gentle in disposition as he was feeble in body.
who never abused the preference which was
shown 1o him in the house as the son of ny
guardian. Qur tasks. our
tastes were the same: we were alone, we were of
the same age. each of us needed a companion:
separation was to us. in a manner. annihilation,
Although-we had few opportunities of proving

our amusements.
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our mutual attachment, it was very great; not
only were we unable to live an instant apart, but
we did not imagine it possible that we could ever
be separated. Being, both of us, ready to yield to
tenderness, and docile, provided compulsion was
not used, we always agreed in everything. If, in
the presence of those who looked after us, he
had some advantage over me in consequence of
the favour with which they regarded him, when
we were alone I had an advantage over him % ’
restored the equilibrium. When we were saying-
our lessons, I prompted him if he hesitated:
when I had finished my exercise; | helped him
with his; and in our amusemerns, my more ac-
tive mind always led the way. In short. our two
characters harmonised so well, and the friend-
ship which united us was so sincere, that, in the
five years and more, during which, whether at
Bossey or Geneva, we were almost inseparable,
although 1 confess that we often fought, it was
never necessary to separate us, none of our quar-
rels ever lasted longer than a quarter of an hour,
and neither of us ever made any accusation a-
gainst the other. These observations are, if you
will, childish, but they furnish an example
which, since the time that there have been chil-
dren, is.perhaps unique.

The life which 1 led at Bossey suited me so
well that, had it enly lasted longer. it would )
have completely decided my character. Tender,
affectionate and gentle feelings formed its foun-
dation. I believe that no individual of our species
was naturally more free from vanity than myself.
I raised myself by fits and starts to lofty flights,
but immediately fell down again into my natural
languor. My liveliest desire was to be loved by
all who came near me. 1 was of a gentle disposi-
tion; my cousin and our guardians were the
same. During two whole years I was neither the
witness nor the victim of any violent feeling.
Everything nourished in my heart those tenden-
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cies which it received from Nature, 1 knew no
higher happiness than to see all the world satis-
fied with me and with everything. 1 shall never
forget how, if 1 happened to hesitate when say-
ing my catechism in church, nothing troubled me
more than to observe signs of restlessness and
dissatisfaction on Mademoiselle Lambercier's
face. That alone troubled me more than the dis-
grace of failing in public, which, nevertheless.
affected me greatly. for, although little suscepti-
ble to praise, I felt shame keenly; and I may say
here that the though of Mademoiselle’s reproa-
ches caused me less uneasiness than the fear of
offending her.

When it was necessary, however, neither she
nor her brother were wanting in severity; but,
since this severity was nearly always just, and
never passionate, it pained me without making
me insubordinate. Failure to please grieved me
more than punishment, and signs of dissatisfac-
tion hurt me more than corporal chastisement. It
is somewhat embarrassing to explain myself
more clearly, but, nevertheless, T must do so.
How differently would one deal with youth, if
one could more clearly see the remote effects of
the usual method of treatment, which is em-
ployed always without discrimination, frequently
without discretion! The important lesson which
may be drawn from an example as common as it
is fatal makes me decide to mention it.

—_—

As Mademoiselle Lambercier had the affection
of a mother for us, she also exercised the author-
ity of one, and sometimes carried it so far as to
inflict upon us the punishment of children when
we had deserved it. For some time she was con-
tent with threats. and this threat of a punish-
ment that was quite new to me appeared very
terrible; but, after it had been carried out, 1
found the reality less terrible than the expecta-
tion; and, what was still more strange, this



