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Part I About us ( About the Library)

Unit 1 Brief Introducﬁon to Libraries

1. The British Library is the national library of the United Kingdom
and one of the world’s greatest libraries.

+ We receive a copy of every publication produced in the UK and
Ireland

. The collection includes 150 million items , in most known langua-
ges

+ 3 million new items are incorporated every year

+ We house manuscripts, maps, newspapers, magazines, prints
and drawings, music scores, and patents

+ The Sound Archive keeps sound recordings from 19th-century
cylinders to the latest CD, DVD and minidisc recordings

- We house 8 million stamps and other philatelic''! items

+ These require over 625 km of shelves, and grow 12 km every year

- If you see 5 items each day, it would take you 80 000 years to
see the whole of the collection.

+ The earliest dated printed book, the Diamond Sutra'?’ | can be
seen in our exhibition galleries alongside many other national treasures

+ We have on-site space for over 1 200 readers

+ Over 16 000 people use the collections each day



» Online catalogues, information and exhibitions can be found on
this website
+ We operate the world’s largest document delivery service provi-

ding millions of items a year to customers all over the world

In depth

Access

+ The British Library serves business and industry, researchers,
academics and students, in the UK and world-wide

- Each year:

* Six million searches are generated by the British Library online
catalogue

* Nearly 400 000 visit our reading rooms

« Over 100 million items have been supplied to readers all over the

world
Collections

+ Treasures include ;

% Magna Carta'*]

* Lindisfame Gospels'*’
# Leonardo da Vinci’s Notebook "]
* The Times first edition from 18 March 1788
* Beatles manuscripts'®’

* The recording of Nelson Mandela’s trial speech

+ Holdings include;

* Material from 300 BC to today’s -newspapers

* 310 000 manuscript volumes, from Jane Austen to James Joyce,
Handel to the Beatles

*49. 5 million patents

* Over 4 million maps



* Over 260 000 journal titles
The building at St Pancras
+ The largest public building constructed in the UK in the 20th

century

+ The basements extend to a depth of 24. 5 metres

+ A total floor area of over 112 000 square metres spread over'’' 14
floors -9 above ground, 5 below

+ 10 million bricks and 180 000 tonnes'® of concrete were needed

to complete the building

The buildings at Boston Spa'®’

+ Originally an ordnance factory!'"’

+ Specifically designed for document delivery service processes

+ Over 100 km of shelving housing a collection devoted to interli-

brary loan

NOTES TO THE WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

[1] philatelic £HEAY

[2] the Diamond Sutra{ £RIZ2)

[3] Magna Carta KEE

(4] Lindisfame Gospels S i EEEH B

[5] Leonardo da Vinci’s Notebook 3EBAFE - & - FHAMEICA

[6] Beatles manuscripts ¥k +HREFER

[7] spread over BFF, )&

(8] tonne ZMi(EH])

(9] Boston Spa i FHRE LI =H Tk, B EERE B H K CEREH S
L, RN BHFERH TRV T FERS AR

[10] ordnance factory £ T

2. Our unique role is to collect and maintain literature and informa-
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tion resources that relate to New Zealand and the Pacific, make this in-
formation readily available and preserve New Zealand’s documentary her-
itage for generations to come. The National Library holds rich and varied
collections of research material and includes the Alexander Turnbull Li-
brary—a storehouse of words, pictures and sounds that tell us ahout the
activities of people in New Zealand and the Pacific. We are governed by
the The National Library of New Zealand ( Te Puna Matauranga o
Aotearoa) Act 2003. You can use our collections onsite and get copies
of most items. You can borrow many of our items through your local li-
brary, but we don’t lend directly to the public. The Library’s head of-
fice, which houses most of our collections, services and facilities, is in
Wellington. We offer services to New Zealand schools from centres

throughout the country.

3. a) UBC Library is the second largest research library in Canada.
In 2004, UBC Library ranked""’ 22nd among members of the Association
of Research Libraries ( ARL)!? the highest rank UBC has achieved.
UBC Library has 22 branches and divisions. In addition to many loca-
tions at the Point Grey campus, there are three branches at teaching hos-
pitals ( Children’s and Women’s Health Centre of BC, St. Paul's Hospi-
tal, and Vancouver Hospital and Health Sciences Centre) , one at UBC’s
Robson Square campus in downtown Vancouver and one at UBC kanagan
campus in Kelowna. )

b) The Library’s collections are large and diverse, attracting re-
searchers from around the world and contributing significantly to establis-
hing UBC as a leading academic institution. Our collection includes 4. 7
million books and journals, 5. 0 million microforms, over 800 000 maps,
videos and other multimedia materials and over 46 700 subscriptions.
UBC Library has the largest biomedical collection in Western Canada and
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the largest collection of Asian language materials in the country. As
well, it is a depository library for publications of the governments of BC,
Canada, Japan and the United Nations.

¢) The Library’s online services and electronic resources comple-
ment the more traditional formats and are growing tremendously. Many
Library services can now be accessed online and thousands of full text e-
journals, e-books, indexes and databases are available.

d) Collections of special and rare materials include the H. Colin
Slim Stravinsky Collection, the largest collection of its kind in Canada;
and the Wallace B. Chung and Madeline H. Chung Collection, contai-
ning more than 25 000 rare and one-of-a-kind items relating to the dis-
covery of BC, the development of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and
Chinese immigration to Canada.

e) The Library’s role is expanding to keep abreast of *! new tech-
nologies, to strengthen the University’s research focus and provide en-
hanced leamming support. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

any questions or comments.

NOTES TO THE WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

[1] rank HE&

[2] Association of Research Libraries ( ARL) WA B BiEh <&, KRHITEH
THIEBE G, 1932 e EE ML

[3] keep abreast of 5----- e, G H#31

4. a) The Nanyang Technological University Library, set up since
August 1981, offers a wide and diverse range of resources to support the
NTU scholarly and research community. It now comprises 5 component
libraries, namely, Lee Wee Nam Library, Library 2, Media Resource
Library, HSS Library and ACRC Library.



Lee Wee Nam Library and Library 2 occupy a total floor area of
8 500 square metres and Media Resource Library 600 square metres.
The 3 libraries house a total collection of about 470 000 volumes ranging
from disciplines such as accounting, business, economics and manage-
ment, to mass communication, science, and engineering

b) NTU community is also endowed with!'! the rich collection of
NIE Library & Information Services Centre ( LIBRIS), with its reloca-
tion to NTU campus in November/December 2000. LIBRIS provides a
strong collection in education, humanities and science.

c¢) To support e-learning amongst NTU community, my NTU portal
which evolved from our small-scale digital library portal GEMS, was
rolled out'?! in full scale in 2001 into a very large-scale university por-
tal. It provides anytime and anywhere access to a whole gamut of online
library resources and services-from digital library, learning, curriculum
management and administration transactions to news feeds, personal

communications, collaboration, counseling and community building,

NOTES TO THE WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

[1] be endowed with FEIA K-+ BB F AR
[2] roll out FrrefmER

5. a) The Chinese Library, located on the 5th and 6th floor of the
Central Library, is a Special Library within the National University of
Singapore Library System. The Library is an amalgamation''! of four Chi-
nese library collections in Singapore, namely the former Ngee Ann Col-
lege Library, the former Nanyang University Library, the former Univer-
sity of Singapore Library and the National University of Singapore Chi-
nese Collection. From lst October 2002, the Japanese Resources De-
partment has merged with'?! Chinese Library to form one department.
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b) The Chinese Library was established in 1953 at the Bukit Timah
campus to provide resource materials in the Chinese language in support
of the Chinese Studies Department set up earlier in the same year.

¢) With financial assistance from Mr Lee Kong Chian and Mr Yeap
Chor Ee, the collection grew rapidly in the first three years. By 1956,
the Library had about 130 000 volumes, which was largely purchased in
Hong Kong and Japan by Mr Ho Kuang Chung, the head of the new Chi-
nese Studies Department. This collection was then the largest collection
of Chinese language materials in Southeast Asia.

d) The Library staff started organising the collection in accordance
with!*! the Harvard-Yenching system. In 1955, with the removal of the
offices on the top floor of the Main Library, space was made for the Chi-
nese Library. The Chinese Library collection was further strengthened in
1964 by a gift of the library of 7 000 volumes owned by late Mr Koh Siow
Nam. ,

e) In April 1981, the Chinese Library moved to the Kent Ridge
campus. It is now located on the 6th Floor of the Central Library Build-
ing. The Library of Congress Classification system was adopted in 1983
replacing the Harvard-Yenching system. In the same year, the Library
computerised the cataloguing process by using MINISIS to input the re-
cords in hanyu pinyin. In June 1993, loan services at the Library were
computerised using the Library Automated Circulation System (LACS).

f) From 1st October 2002, the Japanese Resources Department has
merged with Chinese Library to form one department. This is to stream-
line!* the man-power resources for the Chinese Library and Japanese

Resources Department.

NOTES TO THE WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
(1] amalgamation 43,8 34



[2] merge with .- &, 59—-E
[3] in accordance with 5------—FK, $&8 ,{KiE
[4] streamline {HBIfCLL, (F-SEE{L

6. The Libraries at the University of California, Santa Barbara, con-
sist of the Donald C. Davidson Library and the Arts Library. The UCSB
Libraries have a collection of approximately 2.7 million volumes,
5 000 000 federal, state, and foreign government publications, and over
315 000 audio recordings. The Library subscribes to over 22 000 serials
publications, including over 6 000 electronic journals, and has over 3.7
million microforms, 467 000 maps, and 3.2 million satellite and aerial
images. There are 3.2 miles of manuscripts and archival collections.
Through the Libraries” Website, UCSB users anywhere in the world can
access online catalogs, databases of articles and books, complete elec-
tronic journals, and other scholarly sources. The UCSB Libraries serves
a campus of 19 000 students and 1 000 faculty. The Davidson Library is
named in honor of Donald C. Davidson, University Librarian from 1947
to 1977. His leadership and vision brought the UCSB Libraries into the
world of distinguished research libraries.

7. a) The Forsyth County Public Library is dedicated to providing
free and equal access to expertly chosen resources and reliable informa-
tion and to fostering lifelong learning and the joys of reading. Our serv-
ices are driven by community needs and are provided in a welcoming,
responsive and professional manner. The test of time is perhaps the Histo-
ry’s greatest measurement in determining the value and worth a communi-
ty places on its institutions. In 2006 the Library will mark a milestone,
as we celebrate one hundred years of service to Winston-Salem and For-
syth County.

b) Established in 1906 in part through a grant from Andrew Carne-



gie, a benefactor of libraries in the early 20th century, Library service in
Forsyth County has undergone many changes in the last century to meet
the changing needs of its customers. The Library has underscored its
commitment to the community by providing a variety of services, re-
sources and programming that has helped Forsyth County and its citizens
to grow and prosper over the last one hundred years.

¢) Throughout the year look for announcements of special events
marking our anniversary including the release of a centennial cook-
book!'! and a special year-end gala'?! to be held next December 2. Other
important dates are February 14, 2006 for the opening date anniversary
celebration of our Library and June 17, 2006 for our Library Heritage
Festival.

d) Throughout our first hundred years, and for every anniversary
thereafter, the Forsyth County Public Library will continue to provide the
best service possible to each and every one of our customers. That's our

promise to you and one principle that is as enduring as time itself.

NOTES TO THE WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

[1] cookbook iX B EHEIERM LA
(2] gala WK&

8. The New Mexico State Library, a part of the executive branch of
state government, is a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs
(DCA). The Library has been offering the highest quality service since
1929. The Library assists not only residents and state employees, but al-
so more than 110 public libraries and branches statewide.

Check us out and see what we’re all about. . . there are more than 2
million items in the State Library’s collection!

+ Computers available for Internet research



- Computers available for email and word processing

+ Online public access catalogs computers

+ Microfilm/microfiche readers

+ Magazines Online database (over 2 500 newspapers and maga-
zines with full-text)

- State and Federal documents

-+ 2000 Census Data

» Foundation Center Collection ( information on grants and grant
writings )

» Southwest Collection

* Reference assistance

We are open to the public from 9: 00 a.m. to 5: 00 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Plenty of free parking available.

9.a) We are a state rich in libraries, with 543 public libraries,
more than 80 college and university libraries, about 1 000 school librar-
ies and approximately 70 corporate libraries. Libraries enrich lowa and
support lifelong learning.

b) The State Library of Iowa actively champions libraries. Our two
roles are improving library services in Iowa and delivering specialized in-
formation services to state government and to lowans. Qur mission is to
advocate for Iowa libraries and to promote excellence and innovation in
library services, in order to provide statewide access to information for
all Iowans.

¢) The State Library has supported libraries and learning in Iowa
since 1838. We began as a territorial library and became the State Li-
brary when Iowa was established as a state in 1846. Our original charge
of providing services to state government has grown to include statewide
planning and development of library services for Iowans.

d) The State Library of lowa seeks to sustain a state of learners be-
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