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Preface

A comparative analysis of European penal corrections is both necessary and
useful. Partial assimilation and the further tendency toward unity in western Eu-
ropean correctional systems underscore this importance. Comparative analysis,
however, helps to fulfill the general need for orientation. This fact apparently
was recognized two hundred years ago, since the tradition of comparative obser-
vation of corrections dates back this far.

Europe certainly does not end at the Baltic Sea, at the Elbe or at the Bavarian
Forest. This truth is banal but still must be kept in mind constantly. One always
is faced with the danger of confining interests to Western Europe and thereby
thinking one has grasped Europe in general. To the extent that information is
available, Eastern Europe also is included in this comparative analysis.

Since, however, neither politics nor research in the field of penal corrections
can be limited to Europe, but rather clearly encompass worldwide dimensions, it
appears sensible to include these perspectives in our study. The correctional sys-
tems in Japan and the United States are appropriate for this purpose. In any Eu-
ropean situation and trend analysis it is necessary to include the theory and prac-
tice of penal corrections in both of these countries, if one is attempting to attain
a representative evaluation of corrections and correctional policy.

The relevant literature published before the end of 1981 has been considered.
Only the French documentation of ‘‘Les systémes pénitentiaires en Europe
occidentale’” by M. Ancel and Ph. Chemithe (Paris 1981), which first appeared
in the middle of January, could not "be evaluated. Although this documentation
is limited to Western Europe, it is similar in organization and emphasis to this
study, and it recognizes particular importance in the goal of penal corrections,
the treatment of prisoners, and the organization of the correctional system.

I would like to thank Messrs. Bernhard Fliimann and Ulf Képcke for their

research surveys and Ms. Jacqueline Kaspar for her production of the manu-
script.
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Ms. Sharon Byrd translated the text into the English language. I would like
to thank her particularly for her excellent work.

Finally, I am gratefully indebted to the Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft,
Darmstadt, for their support and to Transnational Publishers, New York, for
their interest in including an English edition of this book in their program for
American publication.

Freiburg im Breisgau, February 1984 Giinther Kaiser
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PART ONE

Penal Corrections in Europe

Problems, Methods and Development
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I. International Comparative View of Penal Corrections
as a Problem and Necessity

Citations: Howard, J.: The State of the Prisons in England and Wales with Prelim-
inary Observations and an Account of some Foreign Prisons. Washington 1774;
Julius, N.: Vorlesungen iiber die Gefingnis-Kunde oder iiber die Verbesserung der Ge-
fangnisse und sittliche Besserung der Gefangenen, entlassenen Striflinge usw., nebst einer
Einleitung iiber die Zahlen, Arten und Ursachen der Verbrechen in verschiedenen euro-
piischen und amerikanischen Staaten usw. Berlin 1828; Lucas, Ch.: Le systéme péni-
tentiaire en Europe et aux Etats-Unis. Paris 1828; v.Wiirth, J.: Die neuesten
Fortschritte des Gefingniswesens in Frankreich, England, Schottland, Belgien und der
Schweiz. Vienna 1844; v.Holtzendorff, F.: ‘‘Nationale und internationale
Elemente des Gefingnisswesens.”” In: Handbuch des Gefingnisswesens, ed. by
F.v.Holtzendorff et al. Vol. 1. Hamburg 1888, pp.24-28; Hugueney, L., de
Vabres, H., Ancel, M. (Eds.): Les grands systémes pénitentiaires actuels. Paris 1950;
Jescheck, H.-H.: ““Vorwort.”” In: Reform des Strafvollzugsrechts. Rechtsver-
gleichende Arbeiten. Materialien zur Strafrechtsreform. Vol.8. Bonn 1959, pp. If.;
Miiller-Dietz, H.: ‘‘Der deutsche Strafvollzug im westeuropiischen Ver-
gleich.”” In: Grundfragen des strafrechtlichen Sanktionensystems. Heidelberg et al.
1979, pp. 246-266; Wicks, R., Cooper, H.: Internatiohal Corrections. Lexington,
Mass. 1979; Vogler, Th.: ‘‘Bemiihungen um eine éuropiische Strafrechtsverein-
heitlichung.”” In: Strafrechtsreform und Rechtsvergleichung, ed. by H. Liittger.
Berlin, New York 1979, pp. 144-170; Kaiser, G.: Perspektiven vergleichender
Pénologie. MschrKrim 63(1980), pp. 366-378; Blau, G.: ‘‘Einleitende Vor-
bemerkung.”’ In: Die Reform des Strafvollzugs im Lichte internationaler Reform-
tendenzen. Studienberichte Vol.IV. Bochum 1981, pp. 1-6.

1. Initial Methods

Since the beginning of modern imprisonment in the sixteenth century, Euro-
peans generally have been interested in comparing the various types of punish-
ment and their execution within other nations. During the seventeenth century,

1



