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PREFACE

Some readers will recognize this book as a successor to Low, Jeffries,
and Bonnie, Criminal Law (Second Edition, 1986). We set out to revise that
volume, but the changes were so radical that we thought it best to proclaim
a fresh beginning. In consequence, this book is styled the first edition of
Bonnie, Coughlin, Jeffries, and Low.

That is not to say that we have completely abandoned the predecessor.
On the contrary, we sought to retain its strengths, both in particular pack-
ages of materials that taught well and in overall analytic sophistication. If
we could claim one virtue for the prior volume, it would be intellectual chal-
lenge. That tradition is continued here in the selection of main cases that
present difficult issues on interesting facts and in the extensive use of notes
that provide background and identify analogous problems.

To that tradition, this volume brings a pervasive updating of materials
and a significantly revised intellectual agenda. Basically, we have tried to
marry analytic sophistication and contemporary debate. We have tried to
combine an intellectually rich presentation of criminal law doctrines and
concepts with increased attention to the political and cultural controversies
that dominate our times. This ambition is most evident in Chapter IV,
which presents contested issues in rape and sexual assault; in Chapter V, on
justification and excuse, which covers the battered woman syndrome and
the prosecution of Bernard Goetz; and in Chapter VI, which explores the
insanity defense. In these and other areas, we have sought to bring contem-
porary controversies into the classroom in ways that enrich instruction.

We have also tried to make this book teachable. Users of the predeces-
sor volume will note the streamlining of Chapters I and II, dealing respec-
tively with the criminal act and the criminal mind. These materials have
been reduced from over 300 pages in the prior casebook to just over 180
pages here. As a result, the essential structure of crime definition can be
covered more economically, and the teacher can move to a selection of inter-
esting problems elsewhere.

We have taught from these materials and found them very much to our
liking, and we hope you agree.
RJB
AMC
JCdjr
PWL

November 1996
Charlottesville, Virginia
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