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UNIT 1

UNIT 1

DIALOGUES

Introducing Yourself (1)

DIALOGUE 1

Dianne: Hello, I’ m Dianne Wilson.

Jim: Hi, I’m Jim Davis. How are you?

Dianne: I’m fine, thanks. Do you like the party?

Jim: Yes, everyone is so friendly. Nice to meet you, Dianne.

Dianne: Nice to meet you too, Jim. Have you been here very long?

Jim: Yes, I came early to help Bev and Don. They are friends of mine.

Dianne: Really? I work with Don. He invited me. Could you introduce me to Bev? 1
am dying to meet her.

Jim: Sure. I’d be happy to.

DIALOGUE 2

Dianne: Hello, I’ m Dianne Wilson.

Beverly: Hi, I’m Beverly Davis. How are you?

Dianne: I’m fine, thanks. Do you like the party?

Beverly: 1 should hope so. I’m the hostess.

Dianne: Oh, I’m sorry. Jim asked me to come with him, but didn’t say much about
you. Nice to meet you, Beverly.

Beverly: Oh, that’s all right. Please call me Bev. Nice to meet you, Dianne.



£2A%iE Comprehensive English

Dianne: Jim said that you were giving a house warming party. Do you like your new

place?

Beverly: Yes, it is so much more comfortable than our old place, and the location is
much better too.

Dianne: Oh, would you show me around? I am always looking for new ideas.

Beverly: Sure, just let me make sure the guests are settled, first.
Dianne: Thanks!

DIALOGUE 3

Dianne: Hi, Bev! May I introduce my boy friend Jim Nelson?

Beverly: Sure. Nice to meet you, Jim.

Jim: Nice to meet you too, Bev. How are you?

Bev: I'm fine, thanks, do you like the party?

Jim: Yes. The decorations are very nice. Did you make them?

Bev: No, my friends Anne and Elaine did them.

Dianne: Anne is so artistic. You must meet her, Jim.

Beverly: That’s right. As a matter of fact, she’s here. Would you like to meet her,
Jim?

Jim: Of course. Perhaps she could give me a few pointers. I want to give a party next

month, and need new ideas.

Dianne: Well, let’s go and meet her!

Beverly: Yes, let’s go.

Dianne: Excuse me, are you Anne?

Anne: Yes. Who do I have the pleasure of meeting?

Dianne: I’'m Dianne Wilson, and this is my friend Jim Nelson. Bev said that you did
all the decorations.

Anne: Nice to meet you, Dianne. Well, yes, I and Elaine did. Do you like them?

Dianne: Of course. Jim wants to chat with you about them. He wants a few pointers
for a party next month. -

Jim: Nice to meet you, Anne. How are you?
2
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Anne: I'm fine, thanks.

TEXT A

Who Uses English?

There are two important meanings of the word “English” which we often confuse.
The two meanings in question' can be illustrated by the following statements:

A: He is English.

B: He speaks English.

Now of course we say “If A, then B” and this will not be denied. Indeed, it will
still be true if we replace “English” in A and B by other words that can refer both to
nationality and to language. “If he is French, he speaks French” and we may go on
doing this in turn with “ German”, “Swedish”, “Spanish” and many others. But this
is not always true, and an attempt to continue with the experiment will soon help us to
recognize the identification of nation and language, which causes a good deal of trouble
in the world. One comes up against’ examples like these:

If he is Swiss, he speaks

If he is Belgian, he speaks

So far as English is concerned®, the truth of “If A, then B” simply points out the
fact that in England everybody speaks English. But for English people the truth of “If
A, then B” is unfortunate because they tend to identify the name of the language with
the name of one of the peoples using it* and often to think of English as the private
property of the English. In other words’, there is a danger in switching the argument to
“H B, then A”.

The desire to use language as a sign of national identity (“If B, then A”) is a
very natural one, and as a result language has played a large part in national move-

ments. People have often felt the need to use their own language to show that they are
3
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different from others. This was true when the United States split off from Britain®. At
that time some patriots even suggested that the Americans should adopt Hebrew or
Greek’! In the end, as everyone knows, the two countries adopted the practical solu-
tion of carrying on with the same language they had used before®. For 200 years Britain
and the United States have shown the world that political independence and national i-
dentity can be complete without losing all the mutual advantages of a common language .

In other words, language is not necessarily the private property of those who use
it, just as French is not the private property of French people, nor English of English
people. English is spoken as a first language in the United States, in Australia, in New
Zealand, in most of Canada, in certain nations of Africa, and in other areas of the
world. It is unreasonable to regard any language as the possession of a particular na-
tion, and with no other language is it more unreasonable than with English®. This is not
to say that English is used by a greater number of speakers than any other language, for
it is easily outnumbered in this respect by Chinese. But it is the most international of
languages. A Dane and a Dutch person meeting in Rome will almost automatically find
themselves speaking to each other in English. The pilots of a Russian plane approach-
ing Cairo will use English to ask for landing instructions. Malaysian lecturers use Eng-
lish when addressing their Malaysian students in Kuala Lumpur'®. To people in Africa,
Asia, and South America, English is an important foreign language to master, not
merely because it is the language of Britain or the United States, but because it pro-
vides ready access to world scholarship and world trade. It is understood more widely
than any other language.

It’ s true, then, that a great many people—and a great many peoples—are in-
volved in the use of English. Millions of men and women in four continents have Eng-
lish as their first language, and millions in every part of the world use it as their second
or foreign language. This gives us some idea of the importance of English, and it shows
both the United States and Britain that the language is not the possession of these two
nations alone. It is also the property of the Canadian and the Indian, the Australian
and the Nigerian. It belongs to all those who use it.
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New Words
confuse [ kon fju:z] . to think wrongly that sb. /sth. is sb. /sth. else CHf----- ) B,
bEAC

illustrate ['ilostreit]  v. to make the meaning of sth. clearer by using examples, pictures, etc.
(AxBl, BE%) JiBl, @R

deny [dinai] . to say that sth. is not true IA; BE

identification [ ai dentifi'’keifn]  n. the process of showing, proving or recognizing who or what

sb. /sth. is £5E; A

private [ praivot]  adj. belonging to or for the use of a particular person or group; not for public
use AE M, FAAR; BR®

property ['propati]  n. a thing or things that are owned by sb. ; a possession or possessions i

¥ W WY
switch [switf] . to change or make sth. change from one thing to another (ffi) BZAF, F74F,
R

identity [ ai'dentoti ] n. who or what sb. /sth. is B}; &5; A&

patriot [ peitrist] 7. a person who loves their country and who is ready to defend it against an
enemy & EE

adopt [ o'dopt ] v. to start to use a particular method or to show a particular attitude towards

sb. /sth. KA (FErs:); KRB ESE)
outnumber [ autnambo]  v. to be greater in number than sb. /sth. (FEFE L) K&, b

...... g
approach [oproutf/] . to come near to sb. /sth. in distance or time (ZTEPE B sk mtla B) £
K, #iE

Notes

1. in question: that is being discussed 1€ (BUGL) HHI,

2. One comes up against. . .: One is faced with or opposed by... EX}; #EH------ KR, I
FHARRBEIES

3. So far as English is concerned: BLIE1ET 5 o “so far as” is used to give facts or an opinion
about a particular aspect of sth. so far as = as far as

4. ...to identify the name of the language with the name of one of the peoples using it: ...to con-

sider the name of the language to be the same as the name of one of the peoples using it A J9iF
5
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. in other words: used to introduce an explanation of sth. #/EJiE¥L; HWELRBE; BB Z.

. .. .split off from Britain: ...separated from Britain (i BS 3 E, MEEHWH E; off JRAT
B awayo

. Hebrew or Greek: #{HRIBEH A HEIE -

8. ...carrying on with the same language they had used before: ...continuing to use English.

. ...and with no other language is it more unreasonable than with English: 1A% RAEFE A\ A

HARER G ZT EEY, AR EEER no WNMAEERESAFE, Bl
FABIEERF

10. Kuala Lumpur: HREH (SRELEER).

Comprehension and Discussion

1. What are the two important meanings of the word “English” that are often confused?

2. What nations are named or mentioned in which English is spoken as the first lan-
guage?

3. Why is it unreasonable to regard any language as the possession of a particular na-
tion?

4. People around the world leam English “not merely because it is the language of
Britain or the United States” . What is the more important reason for learmning Eng-
lish, according to the author?

5. According to the author, to whom does English belong?

PHONETICS | (.

EERR

1.

FHIEBFREX
AKHATESRFEEIEEIAFESNBEES . RICAERERENE, 8iH

HEFREAR (BXMERCRAFEE NIRRT SRS, HBEAME) . W%
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