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The book accomplishes a great fact-finding mission describing the consequences of

right-wing populists in government for party competition. It begins the hunt for

theory and finds new puzzles: the effects of radical right-wing government

involvement are more complicated than anticipated. The book is an indispensable
building block for any scholar dealing with this subject.

Herbert Kitschelt, George V. Allen Professor of International Relations,

Duke University, USA

In 2000 Hainsworth et al. noted that the extreme right was moving “from the

margins to the mainstream.” Fifteen years later, in a long-overdue but worthy

‘successor’ to Hainsworth’s seminal volume, Akkerman et al. observe that radical
right-wing populist parties have now solidly moved “into the mainstream”.

Cas Mudde, Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs,

University of Georgia, USA

This book offers an updated and in depth analysis of case studies of right-
wing populism and extremism, alongside the validation of a crucial hypothesis:
have these parties conquered more of the political space of the moderate
mainstream right? Thanks to an empirically grounded comparative survey
examining the phenomenon, the authors demonstrate that, contrary to shared
wisdom, the populist far right is still secure in its extreme position, and remains
quite distant from other mainstream parties all over Europe. Moreover, under-
lining the fact that the gap between extreme and mainstream parties has
only been narrowed where a critique of the European Union is concerned,
the authors offer further hints to the sensitive topic of euro-scepticism.
DPiero Ignazi, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Bologna, Italy



Radical Right-Wing Populist Parties in
Western Europe

Radical right-wing populist parties, such as Geert Wilders’ Party for Freedom,
Marine Le Pen’s National Front or Nigel Farage’s UKIP, are becoming
increasingly influential in Western European democracies. Their electoral sup-
port is growing, their impact on policy-making is substantial, and in recent
years several radical right-wing populist parties have assumed office or supported
minority governments.

Are these developments the cause and/or consequence of the mainstreaming
of radical right-wing populist parties? Have radical right-wing populist parties
expanded their issue profiles, moderated their policy positions, toned down
their anti-establishment rhetoric and shed their extreme right reputations to
attract more voters and/or become coalition partners? This timely book
answers these questions on the basis of both comparative research and a wide
range of case studies, covering Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, the
Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

Analysing the extent to which radical right-wing populist parties have
become part of mainstream politics, as well as the factors and conditions which
facilitate this trend, this book is essential reading for students and scholars
working in European politics, in addition to anyone interested in party politics
and current affairs more generally.

Tjitske Akkerman is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

Sarah L. de Lange is Associate Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

Matthijs Rooduijn is a Post-doctoral Researcher and Lecturer in the

Department of Political Science at the University of Amsterdam, the
Netherlands.



Extremism and Democracy

Series Editors: Roger Eatwell, University of Bath, and Matthew
Goodwin, University of Kent.

Founding Series Editors: Roger Eatwell, University of Bath and
Cas Mudde, University of Antwerp-UFSIA.

This new series encompasses academic studies within the broad fields of
‘extremism’ and ‘democracy’. These topics have traditionally been considered
largely in isolation by academics. A key focus of the series, therefore, is the
(inter-)relation between extremism and democracy. Works will seek to answer
questions such as to what extent ‘extremist’ groups pose a major threat to

democratic parties, or how democracy can respond to extremism without
undermining its own democratic credentials.

The books encompass two strands:

Routledge Studies in Extremism and Democracy includes books with an
introductory and broad focus which are aimed at students and teachers. These
books will be available in hardback and paperback. Titles include:

Understanding Terrorism
in America

From the Klan to al Qaeda
Christopher Hewitt

New British Fascism
Rise of the British National Party
Matthew Goodwin

The End of Terrorism?

Fascism and the Extreme Right Leonard Weinberg

Roger Eatwell
Mapping the Extreme Right in

Racist Extremism in Central and
Eastern Europe
Edited by Cas Mudde

Political Parties and Terrorist
Groups (2nd Edition)

Leonard Weinberg, Ami Pedahzur and
Arie Perliger

The New Extremism in 21st
Century Britain

Edited by Roger Eatwell

and Matthew Goodwin

Contemporary Europe

From local to transnational
Edited by Andrea Mammone,
Emmanuel Godin and Brian Jenkins

Varieties of Right-Wing
Extremism in Europe

Edited by Andrea Mammone,
Emmanuel Godin and Brian Jenkins



Right-Wing Radicalism Today
Perspectives from Europe

and the US

Edited by Sabine von Mering and
Timothy Wyman McCarty

Revolt on the Right
Explaining support for the radical
right in Britain

Robert Ford and Matthew Goodwin

The Politicisation of Migration
Edited by Wouter van der Brug,
Gianni D’ Amato, Joost Berkhout
and Didier Ruedin

Radical Right-Wing Populist
Parties in Western Europe
Into the mainstream?

Edited by Tjitske Akkerman,

Sarah L. de Lange and

Matthijs Rooduijn

Routledge Research in Extremism and Democracy offers a forum for innova-
tive new research intended for a more specialist readership. These books will be

in hardback only. Titles include:

1. Uncivil Society?

Contentious politics in
post-Communist Europe

Edited by Petr Kopecky and Cas Mudde

2. Political Parties and
Terrorist Groups
Leonard Weinberg and Ami Pedahzur

3. Western Democracies and the
New Extreme Right Challenge
Edited by Roger Eatwell and Cas Mudde

4. Confronting Right Wing
Extremism and Terrorism
in the USA

George Michael

5. Anti-Political Establishment
Parties

A comparative analysis
Amir Abedi

6. American Extremism
History, politics and the milita
D. J. Mulloy

7. The Scope of Tolerance
Studies on the Costs of Free
Expression and Freedom of the press
Raphael Cohen-Almagor

8. Extreme Right Activists
in Europe

Through the magnifying glass
Bert Klandermans & Nonna Mayer

9. Ecological Politics and
Democratic Theory
Mathew Humphrey

10. Reinventing the Italian Right
Territorial politics, populism

and ‘post-Fascism’

Carlo Ruzza and Stefano Fella

11. Political Extremes

An investigation into the history of
terms and concepts from antiquity to
the present

Uwe Backes

12. The Populist Radical Right
in Poland

The patriots

Rafal Pankouwski



13. Social and Political Thought
of Julius Evola
Paul Furlong

14. Radical Left Parties in Europe
Luke March

15. Counterterrorism in Turkey
Policy choices and policy eftects
toward the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK)

Mustafa Cosar Unal

16. Class Politics and the
Radical Right
Edited by Jens Rydgren

17. Rethinking the French
New Right

Alternatives to modernity
Tamir Bar-On

18. Ending Terrorism in Italy
Anna Bull and Philip Cooke

19. Politics of Eugenics
Productionism, population, and
national welfare

Alberto Spektorowski and Liza Saban

20. Democratic Extremism in
Theory and Practice

Power to the people

Paul Lucardie

21. Populism in Western Europe
Comparing Belgium, Germany and
the Netherlands

Teun Pauwels

22. Extreme Right Parties
in Scandinavia
Anders Widfeldt

23. Catholicism and Nationalism
Changing nature of party politics
Madalena Meyer Resende

24. Populists in Power
Daniele Albertazzi and
Duncan McDonnell

25. Transforming the
transformation?

The East European radical right in
the political process

Edited by Michael Minkenberg

26. The Populist Radical Right
in Central and Eastern Europe
Ideology, impact and

electoral performance

Andrea L. P. Pirro

27. Radical Right Parties in
Central and Eastern Europe
Mainstream party competition and
electoral fortune

Bartek Pytlas

28. Ideocracies in Comparison
Legitimation — co-optation — repression
Edited by Uwe Backes and Steffen Kailitz

29. The Making of
Anti-Muslim Protest
Grassroots activism in the
English Defence League
Joel Buisher

30. Radical Religion and Violence
Theory and case studies
Jeffrey Kaplan

31. The Politics of Migration
in Italy

Perspectives on local debates and
party competition

Pietro Castelli Gattinara



32. On Extremism and 33. German Perspectives on
Democracy in Europe Right-Wing Extremism
Cas Mudde Challenges for comparative analysis

Johannes Kiess, Oliver Decker and
Elmar Brihler



List of illustrations

Figures

1.1

2.1a
2.1b
2.1c
2.2a
2.2b
2.3

34

3.2

4.1
6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

7.1a

Explanations for mainstreaming

Average position on European integration

Average position on the GALTAN dimension

Average position on immigration and integration issues

Average salience of socioeconomic issues

Average salience of sociocultural issues

Average anti-establishment scores of radical right parties and
centre parties over time

Regression coefficients for different variables explaining vote for
radical right-wing populist (RRP) party (1) or mainstream party
(0) over the years and average scores on these variables per
electoral group

Average EU attitude and political satisfaction per electoral group
per country over the years

Socioeconomic position (left/right); Austrian parties

Electoral support in the parliamentary elections for the Finnish
Rural Party (FRP) and the True Finns (PS) 1966-2015

FRP and PS policy change on the socioeconomic left-right and
liberal-authoritarian dimensions between 1966-2011

FRP and PS manifesto content on four policy categories:
multiculturalism, law and order, traditional morality, and the
EU, 19702011

Saliency for the EU issue in Finland (% of manifesto content)
Saliency for the immigration issue in Finland (% of manifesto
content)

Saliency of economic versus liberal-authoritarian policy, as
percentage of SMP/PS election manifesto content

The Finnish party space (parties sized by vote share in the
2011 elections)

The position of the PVV on socioeconomic issues

21
40
40
41
44
44

46

61

64
80

116

118

118

124

124

132
148



X1V
7.1b
7.2a
7.2b
7.3

7.4
8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

11.1

121

List of illustrations

The position of the PVV on immigration and integration in
election manifestos

Salience of socioeconomic issues in the PVV manifestos
Salience of sociocultural issues in the PVV manifestos

Attention devoted to socioeconomic and sociocultural issues by
PVV in election debates

Attitudes of PVV supporters in 2010

Electoral development of the FrP, national and subnational level
1973-2013 (in per cent)

Disagreement index, parliamentary periods from 1989 to 2015
Number of written questions from members of parliament to the
government 1996-2013

Support for the statement ‘Immigration is a serious threat to our
national culture’ among members of parliament 2005-2012

(in per cent)

Support for the statement ‘In bad tmes, we should first and
foremost provide jobs for Norwegians’ among members of
parliament 2005-2012 (in per cent)

Disapproval of the statement “To curb crime, preventive

work is better than tough sentences’ among congress

delegates 2001-2009 (in per cent)

Salience and degree of extremeness of the FN’s radical

agenda 2002-2012

General election voting intentions, UK, 20032014

A.1 Austria

A.2 Belgium
A.3 France

A.4 Netherlands
A.5 Denmark
A6 UK

A.7 Finland

A.8 Switzerland
A9 Norway
A.10 Italy
Tables

1.1

1.2
1.3
2.1
22
23

2.4

Average percentage of radical right-wing populist parties’ vote
share in national elections in Western Europe

Radical right-wing populist parties in office

Dimensions of mainstreaming

Dimensions of mainstreaming

Measuring radicalness on the basis of the CHES data

Coding scheme

Dictionary (shortened words)

148
149
150

150
160

170
173

175

176

176

178

228
254
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
290
291



3.1
4.1
4.2
4.3

5.1
6.1

7.1
8.1

10.1

11.1
11.2
11.3
12.1

12.2
12.3

List of illustrations

Descriptive statistics

Percentage of votes in national elections

Dimensions of mainstreaming — Austrian Freedom Party
Strategic party behaviour (national level); Austrian Freedom Party
and main parties

Electoral support for the DPP in general elections, 1998-2015
Election results for the True Finns in national, local and EP
elections 1999-2015

Electoral support for the PVV

Issue ownership to immigration, geriatric care and taxation
1997-2013 (in per cent)

Votes and seats of the VB in the Belgian Kamer van
Afgevaardigden (House of Representatives) 1978-2014

FN de-demonisation goals and strategies

Salience of the FN agenda

Public opinion indicators of de-demonisation 1997-2015
UKIP’s performance in European Parliament

elections 19942014

Breakdown of UKIP voter characteristics

UKIP’s performance in general elections 1997-2015

XV

60
74
83

84
95

114
146

183

211
235
240
240

249
255
262



List of contributors

Tjitske Akkerman is Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science,
University of Amsterdam.

Flemming Juul Christiansen is an Associate Professor at Roskilde University.

Kristina Hauser, MA is a doctoral fellow at the University of Salzburg at the
Chair of Austrian Politics in Comparative European Perspective.

Reinhard Heinisch, PhD is Professor of Austrian Politics in Comparative
European Perspective at the University of Salzburg.

Gilles Ivaldi is Researcher in Political Science, CNRS-University of Nice.

Ann-Cathrine Jungar is a Senior Lecturer in political science at the School of
Social Sciences at Sédertérn University, Stockholm.

Anders Ravik Jupskas is currently lecturer at the Department of Political
Science, University of Oslo.

Sarah L. de Lange is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science,
University of Amsterdam.

Paul Lucardie is officially retired but continues to work as a researcher on a
voluntary basis. He has been affiliated to the Documentation Centre on
Dutch Political Parties (DNPP) at the University of Groningen.

Oscar Mazzoleni is Professor at the Institute of Political, Historical and
International Studies, University of Lausanne.

Teun Pauwels is Policy Analyst at the Flemish Ministry of Education and
Training.

Matthijs Rooduijn is Postdoctoral Researcher at the Amsterdam Institute for
Inequality Studies (AMCIS), University of Amsterdam.

Simon Usherwood is Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences
at the University of Surrey.



Acknowledgement

This book started with the conference ‘Into the mainstream? Radical right-wing
populist parties in the new millennium’, University of Amsterdam, 19/20 June
2014. We would like to thank the Amsterdam Institute for Social Science
Research and the Department of Political Science for their joint support. We would
like to thank all the participants/authors and Wouter van der Brug, Matthew
Goodwin, Simon Otjes, and Joost van Spanje for their contributions.



Contents

List of illustrations

xiii
List of contributors I

xvi
Acknowledgement xvii
1 Inclusion and mainstreaming? Radical right-wing populist parties
in the new millennium 1
TJITSKE AKKERMAN, SARAH L. DE LANGE AND MATTHIJS ROODUIN
PART I
Comparative analyses 29
2 Into the mainstream? A comparative analysis of the programmatic
profiles of radical right-wing populist parties in Western Europe
over time 31

TJITSKE AKKERMAN, SARAH L. DE LANGE AND MATTHIJS ROODUIJN

3 Closing the gap? A comparison of voters for radical right-wing
populist parties and mainstream parties over time 53
MATTHIS ROODUIN

PART II
Case studies 71

4 The mainstreaming of the Austrian Freedom Party: the more
things change... 73

REINHARD HEINISCH AND KRISTINA HAUSER

5 The Danish People’s Party: combining cooperation and
radical positions 94
FLEMMING JUUL CHRISTIANSEN



xii

10

11

12

13

Contents

From the mainstream to the margin? The radicalisation of the
True Finns

ANN-CATHRINE JUNGAR

The Party for Freedom: balancing between mission, votes
and office

TJITSKE AKKERMAN

The taming of the shrew: how the Progress Party (almost) became
part of the mainstream

ANDERS RAVIK JUPSKAS

Staying away from the mainstream: the case of the Swiss
People’s Party
OSCAR MAZZOLENI

It is still a long way from Madou Square to Law Street: the
evolution of the Flemish Bloc

PAUL LUCARDIE, TJITSKE AKKERMAN AND TEUN PAUWELS

A new course for the French radical right? The Front National
and ‘de-demonisation’
GILLES [VALDI

The UK Independence Party: the dimensions of mainstreaming
SIMON USHERWOOD

Conclusions
TJITSKE AKKERMAN

Appendix
Index

113

144

169

193

208

268

283
292



1 Inclusion and mainstreaming?

Radical right-wing populist parties in the
new millennium

Tjitske Akkerman, Sarah L. de Lange and
Matthijs Rooduijn

Introduction

The West European radical right-wing populist party family has gone through
various transitions during the past three decades. In the 1990s, the adoption of
anti-immigration and populist master-frames opened up an escape route from
the margins for many radical right-wing populist parties. As a result, they
gained increasing support from voters, with parties like the French National
Front (Front National; FN), the Austrian Freedom Party (Freiheitliche Partei
Osterreichs; FPO), the Norwegian Progress Party (Fremskrittspartiet; FrP), and
the Swiss People’s Party (Schweizerische Volkspartei; SVP) supported by more
than 10 per cent of the electorate (see Table 1.1).

After the turn of the millennium, the upward trend continued for most radical
right-wing populist parties, with the Danish People’s Party (Dansk Folkeparti; DF)
and the Flemish Interest (Vlaams Blok/Belang; VB) also crossing the 10 per cent
mark. Moreover, a number of new, electorally successful radical right-wing populist
parties emerged on the scene, such as the Alliance for the Future of Austria (Blindnis
Zukunft Osterreich; BZO), the Greek Popular Orthodox Rally (Laikés Orthédoxos
Synagermos; LAOS), the Dutch List Pim Fortuyn (Lijst Pim Fortuyn; LPF), the
Dutch Party for Freedom (Partij voor de Vrijheid; PVV), the Swedish Democrats
(Sverigedemokraterna; SD) and the Finns Party (Perussuomalaiset; PS). As Table 1.1
shows, the average radical right-wing populist party vote share in national elections
has increased from 8.0 per cent in the 1990s to 12.5 per cent in recent years (see also
Mudde 2013; Zaslove 2011).

As a consequence of increased support, various radical right-wing populist
parties have entered governments, either as cabinet members or as support parties
of minority governments (Akkerman and De Lange 2012; De Lange 2012a,
2012b). In Austria, Finland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland,
radical right-wing populist parties took up the responsibilities that come with
holding office, while in Denmark and the Netherlands, the DF and the PVV
agreed to support minority governments without formally joining them (see
Table 1.2). Many of these parties participated in multiple coalitions, leading
to the formation of 17 governments including, or being supported by, radical
right-wing populist parties between 1990 and 2015.



