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he topographical features of the world, its mountains, plains, deserts,
rivers, and the seas, have profoundly affected history. The Himalayas cut
China off from India, preventing potential conquest but also eliminating
lucrative trade prospects. The terrain to the north and west is more open; this
invited commercial connections with the civilizations far to the west, but
made China vulnerable to invasion by the nearby steppe nomads; hence the
need for the Great Wall. :

The history of Europe also provides examples of the effects of
topography. In Greece, for instance, the combination of mountainous terrain
and a long, jagged coastline divided the inhabitants into little isolated
pockets. This made political unity difficult—there were hundreds of city-
states in an area smaller than Michigan—and stimulated Greeks to turn to the
sea for trade and communication. :

Modern technology, however, has diminished or even eliminated the
importance of topographic features. Currently, ballistic missiles have made
mountains and seas largely irrelevant as protective barriers.
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ﬂbout 500 B.C.E. civilizations were scattered across a narrow temperate
band of the Northern Hemisphere. The rest of the world was either
uninhabited or occupied by various Paleolithic or Neolithic peoples.

The early civilizations in the Fertile Crescent and Egypt had now been
absorbed by the expanding Persian Empire, which controlled its many subject
peoples through a centralized bureaucracy and an extensive road network.
The Greeks and Carthaginians were trading throughout the Mediterranean
Sea and colonizing its shores.

China’s first era, that of the Bronze Age Shang and feudal Chou
dynasties, was now in decline; the following period of disorder would bring
forth Confucianism. In India, the Indus Valley culture had long disappeared;
Hinduism was well developed. Buddhism and the first extensive Indian state,
the Mauryan Empire, were on the horizon.

Up the Nile, the African state of Kush, strongly influenced by
Egyptian culture, held sway. In the Western Hemisphere, the Olmec culture
was producing the Mesoamerican calendar, based on sophisticated
astronomical and mathematical knowledge.
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1he Roman Empire and China under Han rule constituted the most
powerful civilizations in 200 C.E.. Rome, now at its height, had carried
civilization into western Europe and, in the eastern Mediterranean region,
had superseded the Hellenistic kingdoms spawned by the conquests of
Alexander the Great. Rome, which possessed its own gift for technological
innovation and efficient administration, had inherited the rich cultural legacy
of Greece. i

The Han Empire matched Rome in technological innovation, military
strength, and bureaucratic efficiency. Although in decline by 200 C.E., the
Han era had witnessed great economic prosperity and cultural splendor. The
Parthians, successors to the Persian Empire, halted Rome’s eastward
expansion. A

In Africa the Kushitic state was now rivalled by Axum, which was
well protected in the Ethiopian highlands. In the Western Hemisphere,
Mesoamerican civilization centered in the Maya city states. The Moche culture
was one of a series of advanced civilizations centered in ancient Peru.
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By 800 the T'ang era in China witnessed the economic and military expan-

sion of a cosmopolitan, religiously pluralistic society. In India, Hindu and
Buddhist culture had thrived under the Guptas and Harsha. The Khmer civiliza-
tion was flourishing and the Japanese culture, heavily derivative of China, had
made its appearance. The Roman Empire had been succeeded by the rival Chris-
tian Carolingian and Byzantine Empires. One of Byzantium’s rivals was the Bul-
garian Empire, but its main enemies were the Muslims, who had swept out of
the Arabian Peninsula in the seventh century. The Islamic world of the rival Ab-
basid and Umayyad caliphates marked a great age of literature and science.

In northeastern Africa, the beleaguered Coptic Christian state of
Axum continued to hold on. In west Africa, Ghana was the first of the
“kingdoms of gold and salt” that controlled a prosperous trade network
across the Sahara to the Mediterranean.

Amerindian cultures continued to evolve. The Mayans focused on an
elaborate system of astronomically appropriate religious sacrifices. The
Peruvian cultural matrix expanded away from the coast and south into the
highlands of the Andes.
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L Europe about 1500, power was shifting to the technologically advanced national
states of the western part of the continent. To the northeast, the Slavic state of Russia
was taking shape.

In the Muslim world, the Mamluks in Egypt and Safavids in Persia revitalized
Arabic and Persian culture. The dynamic Ottoman Empire conquered the remnants of
the Byzantine Empire, and spread into the Balkans. The Ottomans would soon
conquer the Mamluks, most of North Africa, the Fertile Crescent, and part of Arabia.

Shortly after 1500, the Muslim Moghul dynasty would arise in northern India,
bringing about a cultural renaissance. In China, the Ming dynasty brought economic
prosperity and cultural innovation.

In Africa, Christian Ethiopia resisted Muslim pressure. Songhai exploited the
lucrative trade of west Africa. Meanwhile, Benin, Kongo, and Lunda emerged on or
near the Atlantic coast.

The Western Hemisphere was dominated by two rapidly emerging empires.
The Aztecs continued the tradition of Mesoamerican culture, while the Incas in the
Andean highlands created a unique culture that fused centralized authority with an
elaborate state socialism.




WEST ASIA AND

NORTH AFRICA SOUTH AND EAST ASIA EUROPE WESTERN HEMISPHERE
1700 1700 1700  Peter the Great begins 1700
West African kingdoms: westernization of
Oyo, Benin Russia
European nations
East African city-states compete for colonies
Daniel Defoe: Robinson
Dutch settlements in Crusoe Western Hemisphere
South Africa Johann Sebastian Bach linked with global
economy
1725 1725 1725 1725
: Vitus Bering finds
The philosophes straits between Asia
and Western
Hemisphere
Heavy migration into
British North
American colonies
Frederick the Great
1750  Slave trade between 1750  Ts’ao Hsueh-chin: 1750 1750
Africa and Western Dream of the Red Voltaire: Candide
Hemisphere Chamber Benjam@r} Franklin’s
Battle of Plassey isxf:/ee!;:;ﬁ:tions
Effective Moghul rule 8
ends in India J Great Britain destroys
Christian missionaries James Watt’s steam French empire in
end activity in China Clipmne North America; Battle
of Quebec
Great Britain tightens
controls on North
American colonies
ey i Bourbon reforms in
Declining Ottoman Captain James Cook Cél;tlt\:;jl:e oo i Spanish colonies
power
1775  Russian advances 1775 1775 1775  Rebellion in British
around the Black Sea The British colonize Adam Smith: The Wealth North America
Australia of Nations Declaration of
Independence
Destruction of Poland Amerindian revolt in
British embassy to {/(\)/SEPh IT of Austria the Andes; Ttipac
; olfgang Amadeus Amaru
Ching L Mozart U.S. Constitution and
Great Britain conquers The French Bill of Rights
Ceylon from Revolution; Black slave revolt frees
Netherlands Maximilien Haiti
Robespierre The cotton gin
1800 1800 1800 1800
Napoleon Bonaparte Robert Fulton’s:
Fulani revolt across Clermont; first
central and western Great Britain returns streamboat
Sudan East Indies to Ludwig van Thenwas Jetterson
Beethoven
Muhammad Ali in Netherlands Battle of Waterloo Lk :
Egypt Congress of Vienna "’i‘nh(;‘e‘;;:sgﬁ::
King Shaka rules the Givclibarot movements; Bolivar
Zulu kingdom in Great Britain obtains independence and San Martin
Africa Singapore Romantic poetry:
William Wordsworth Hen
, Brazil gains
1825 1825 1825 1825 indepenence




GREAT
BRITAIL

UNITED
STATES

ATLANTIC

PACIFIC
OCEAN

OCEAN

Equator

PACIFIC INDIAN
OCEAN OCEAN
B Imperial Powers [ Possessions of Imperial Powers [] Major Independent States

Before 1500 the states and cultures of the world were separate entities scattered
across the globe; by 1800 Europeans had overrun much of the world and had
confronted indigenous people on five continents.

By 1800 Russia had expanded east across Siberia into Alaska and west into
central Europe. The nations of western Europe had turned the Western
Hemisphere into a vast European colonial holding. The United States and Haiti,
however, had become independent and most of the mainland would soon follow suit.

The British were conquering India and had a foothold in Australia, while
the Dutch were expanding in Indonesia. The traditional powers of Asia were less
formidable. The Ottoman Empire was now in decline. The Moghul Empire was
disintegrating, and Persia and Japan were relatively feeble. Only the Manchu
dynasty in China seemed strong enough to fend off the Europeans.

Africa had largely escaped European takeover, although the Dutch and the
Portuguese had major holdings on the coast. Nonetheless, Africa had suffered
enormously. Millions of black Africans had been shipped to the Western
Hemisphere as slaves.
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By 1914 the world showed the effects of the outburst of imperialism that
began in the 1870s. Europeans had divided up Africa, leaving only Liberia
and Ethiopia independent. Their power continued to grow in Asia,
joined—and challenged—by the United States and Japan. India and
Indonesia had been completely conquered, and imperial powers took over
Burma, Malaya, Ceylon, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Korea, Taiwan, and part
of the Arabian Peninsula. Much of what remained in Asia, including most of
China, had fallen under the indirect control of the imperial powers.
Meanwhile, Russia expanded into central Asia, and Austria-Hungary moved
further into the Balkans.

Most of the former colonies of Europe in the Western Hemisphere
had become independent. Canada was on the road to autonomy, and
European holdings were now reduced to Caribbean islands and a few
mainland enclaves. Imperialism was not dead, however; many of the new
Latin American nations around the Caribbean had fallen under the economic,
military, and political control of the United States, which regarded the area as
its sphere of influence.
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