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SECTION |

Talking Face to Face

Invitation Cards and Letters

Invitation cards are often used for inviting people. Now let’s read the following sample
cards and practice two short dialogues.

Mr. and Mrs. Wang
request the pleasure of your company
at a dinner party in celebration of " Sample 1
their daughter's eighteenth birthday
Saturday, the sixth of March
at 8:00pm
74 Salisbury Street, Beeston, Nottingham

Dear Mr. Smith,

You are invited to attend a hike to the
Great Wall on Friday, November 17th. The
coach will leave at 7 o'clock. Your family and
friends are welcome, too.

We would feel honored if you can join us
for the wonderful trip.

*Sample 2.

Peter Chang




M? Invitations

7 TInviting Friends to aParty

Wang:
William:

Wang:

William:
Wang:

William:
Wang:
William:
Wang:
William:
Wang:
William:
Wang:

‘2 Declning an Invitation

Chang:
Smith:
Chang:
Smith:
Chang:
Smith:

Chang:
Smith:

Chang:

Hello, William. What are you doing tomorrow
evening?

Tomorrow evening? Nothing special, I was
thinking of watching TV.

Drag yourself away from television for a
change. I'm having a few friends to have a
dinner party tomorrow to celebrate my
daughter’s birthday. How would you like to join
us?

Great. That would be super. Congratulations!
Thank you. How about eight o’clock? Is that
OK?

Oh yes, fine. Would it be alright if I brought somebody with me?

Yes, of course.

OK. Fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Red wine or white?
Um, white wine, if you feel you must bring something. But it’s not necessary.
I’ll do that. Well, indeed, thank you very much for inviting me.

My pleasure.

I'll be along at eight. Looking forward to it.

Yeah, see you then.

Are you doing anything special on Friday, Mr. Smith?

Yes, Mr. Johnson and I have promised to call on some friends at the embassy.

Oh, what a pity!

What did you have in mind?

We were thinking of asking you and Mr. Johnson to go to the Great Wall.

I’d love to and I’'m sure Mr. Johnson would, too. I wonder if we could make it some other time
if it is convenient?

What about Saturday? But I need to alert you that the coach will leave quite early at 7 o’clock.
I’ll ask Mr. Johnson if he has any plans, but I think it’ll be all right. Suppose I give you aring
this afternoon and let you know.

That would be fine.



!‘W Practical English

Act Qut

Here is a group of short dialogues. Follow the examples to make more conversa-
tions with your partner.

ol
Let’s go swimming today.
Good idea. Where do you want to 407
Oh, I've no idea yet. How about st
A 40ing to the downtown pool? Ohay. BAES RN .
n Task:Suggest going skiing e,
with your friend.
A A 3 . .
2 A: What are you doing on Saturday A: What are you going to do this weekend,
night? Jenny? Got any plans?
A B: I'm not sure. Why? A B: Wan_t to see a movie? "Ghost" is on at the
A: Well, I was thinking of going to a movie Marina. "
with you this weekend. A: Yeah, ;Nhu not? The early show or the late
B: Sounds great. sho'w.
- - B: Let's go to the late show, and we could do
Task:Invite your friend to go to a concert something afterward. Maybe go dancing
g . or hear some music.
on Friday evening.
A A Task:Invite your friend to go to the early

show of the movie “My Fair Lady”.
e T S 1 5 AN e

A "
4 A: Would you like to go roller skating this 5 A: Well thank goodness. It's friday, Jean?
Saturday afternoon? B: Yes. it was along week, Ken.

- B: Saturday afternoon? I'm afraid [ won't - A: Say, | was wondering if you would like to
be able to. ['ve got to help my parents ' go out to dinner tonight. I'd like to take you
clean up the yard. somewhere really special.

A: Maybe some other time then. B: Oh. thanks, but .. maybe some other time.

A B: That would be nice. We should try and A ['ve got so much work to do. I'l be working

do something together soon. at the office late tonight.

m~ Task:Decline your friend’s invitation to
go dancing next Friday afternoon.

™ Task:Decline your friend’s invitation to

go out to dinner.
B e em——————————————————————————————————————

3



Mi Invitations

B Refer to the Data Bank in the Workbook for More Relevant Expressions.

Putin Use

/ Imagine you are inviting your friend Bill to a concert tonight, but he happens to

have to finish a term paper. Complete the following conversation with him by
filling out the blanks.

You:
Bill:
You:
Bill:
You:
Bill:
You:
Bill:
You:

, Bill?

I'm not sure. Why?

Well,(2) if you would like to go to a concert with me?
Tonight? . But | really have to stay in and
That's too bad.

Itis. Going to a concert sounds like a lot more fun than writing a term paper.
Oh, maybe
(6) . Let's talk about it together later.
OK. See you later.

. We should try and do something together soon.

2 Imagine you are a friend of Jennifer’'s. Tomorrow is your birthday. You are invit-
ing her to come to your birthday party. Fill in the blanks according to the Chi-
nese version provided.

You:
Jennifer:
You:
Jennifer:
You:
Jennifer:
You:
Jennifer:

Jennifer, ? (TRA R EFTH A SIEH WD)

No, nothing special.

7 (HARTRE MK L B RSB TRARLKRD? )
Yes, I'd love to.

7 (45-th , TREE-C AP R IFD7?)

Oh, yes, fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Orange juice or lemonade?

| (o SRR — A H AR, B AR AR SO )

Ill do that. Thank you very much for inviting me.

3 Imagine you are a friend of Mary’s. You are asking her to go to a movie. Play

your role according to the clues given in the brackets.

You:
Mary:
You:

Mary:

(J8 33 2% A~ J R 3T B H-4) » Mary? Got any plans?
Nothing special. Why?
Want to see a movie? (2) (4 1545 & i e PR IEZE KR “ T )

Yeah, why not?(3) (w2 & %255 R 3% .)




Practical English

You: Let's go to the early show, and we could do something afterward. @ GRS A R ;uEE,)
Mary: (5) (rmmammm,)

You: (8] (a2t nda Ao A W E o)
Mary: 'l come to your house to pick you up at six o'clock.

You: (7] (mammmismias.) See you then.

SECTION Bt

Listen and Decode

/ Listen to Dialogue 1 and decode the message by finding the correct choices in
the brackets according to what you hear.

Mike and Claire are discussing their plans for (1) (today. tomorrou. the day after tomorro.
Mike suggests going to the (2] (ball room. ball game. ball match). but Claire doesn’t want. Then Mike

invites Claire 1o go (3) (skating. skiing. skidding). Claire loves this idea as she hasn't done it (4] (for
a short time. for a few years. for a long time). But Claire seems to remember that it's supposed to

be (5] (very wei quite cold. very warm) tomorrow. In that case. it wont be a good idea to go

skiing So. they (8] (agree. argue. arrange) to wait and see what the weather will be like tomorrow.

Listen and Respond

-2 Listen to the dialogue again and then answer the following questions orally.

Does Claire have any plans for tomorrow?

What suggestions does Mike make?

How does Claire know it’s supposed to be warm tomorrow?
Does Mike also know about the weather condition tomorrow?
What will Mike do tomorrow morning?

GO =W N =

Listen and Compiete

3 Now listen to Dialogue 2 and then complete the following statements.

1 LinDaisa




LT Invitations

2 Lin Da is discussing with the tourists the plan of ________inthe countryside.
3 Thereis __for the whole group in the farmer’s house.

4 Today is .

5 Chrisisthe __ of the group of tourists.

Listen and Judge

4 Now lJisten to the dialogue again and try to do the multiple choice exercise

below.
1 The farmer’s house where the group of tourists will stay isinthe ~ of Beijing.
a northeast b north
¢ south d southeast
2 They will leave for the countryside on __ .
a Friday afternoon b Friday evening
¢ Saturday morning d Saturday evening
3 Lin Da advises them to bring with them __ .
a warm clothes only b umbrellas
¢ light shoes d raincoats
4 They are probably touring in .
a spring b summer
¢ autumn d winter

Listen and Read

5 Now listen to something more challenging — a passage with some blanks for
you to fill in. The words in the brackets will give you some hints. A glance
beforehand at the word list provided below will be of some help to you.

New Words and Expressions

presence / ‘prezons / n. B, E%
cocktail / kokterl / n & R
privately / 'prasvitlt / ad. BT B
request / ikwest / v S

RSVP (&4 miE) wEx




P ractical Engli_sh

At SRR 4 R S SRR, BT e e

B SOV

How to Make an Invitation

An invitation consists of requesting someone's presence, stating the specific event, and

setting  (what?) . Spoken invitations are ~ (how?) for most occasions,
but for certain special events, such as weddings, anniversaries and baby showers,  (what
kind?) invitations are traditionally sent. They should be answered  (how?)

and returned to the RSVP address.
It is fairly common to send printed "party” invitations for large semi-formal cocktail
parties. They may say “regrets only” and give a telephone number ' (where?)
, which means you call only if you cannot  (do what?)
Invitations are usually made privately,  (how?) . That is, only the
people being invited hear the invitation. People usually do not feel ~ (how?)
inviting you to a party if you are with someone who is not going to be invited.

Listen and Match

6 Listen to the passage again and match the information in Column A with the

choices in Column B.

Column A Column B

requesting someone’s presence.
stating the specific event.
setting the time and place.

all of the above.

1 An invitation consists of

Qo oW

weddings.
anniversaries.
most occasions.
baby showers.

Spoken invitations are acceptable for

2o oW

if you cannot attend, call the host.

if you can attend, call the host.

if you want to change the schedule, call the host.
if you want to know the details, call the host.

3 The words “regrets only” and a telephone
number means ___

a0 oo

publicly.
privately.
secretly.
directly.

4 Invitations are usually made

oo o
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Listen and Conciude

7 Write out the general idea of the passage in one paragraph by answering the
following questions.

1 What does an invitation consist of?

2 Are spoken invitations fine for most occasions?

3 How should formal written invitations be answered?

4 What kind of invitation should be sent for large semi-formal cocktail parties?

How should people make an invitation?

6 How do people usually feel inviting you when you are with someone wha is not going to be invited?

o

Are You Really Being lnvited?

If someone asks if you are free at a certain time and invites you to an event, you are not
required to commit yourself until you know what the invitation is for. For example, if you say that
you’re free and the invitation turns out to be something you'd hate to do (a trip to a local sight
you've seen ten times), then you will be in a position to take back your acceptance or invent an
excuse later. If this happens, tell the person who invites you that you have to check and that you'll
tell him or her later. If an invitation must be refused, most people expect a reason. The following
sequence would be appropriate: apology, reason for refusal, thanks for the invitation.

When someone asks you to his or her home, it is very clear who is the guest and who is the
host, but invitations to restaurants for lunch, dinner, coffee, a drink, etc., sometimes present
problems, and the customs vary in different parts of the United States.

In many instances it is the inviter who pays, as one would expect, but in some instances each
one pays his or her own check: You “go Dutch.” This is often the case with friends in informal
situations, such as “Let’s go and get a beer” or “Want a cup of coffee?” In some parts of the
country, however, some people like to entertain friends by taking them to a restaurant for dinner
instead of having dinner at home. In this case the host expects to pay and the guest may offer to
leave the tip, which may be declined by the host. (If so, just let the matter drop.) If the invitation is
expressed in fairly casual terms, such as “Let's go to (name of a restaurant) for dinner,” it may be
more of a suggestion than an invitation, so you should be prepared to pay your part of the bill.

If you want to invite someone for a meal at a restaurant, be explicit: “I'd like to take you to...”
Americans should be explicit also, but they often assume you know the local customs in the matter.
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A A B ; st

Ask a friend’s advice if you are not sure.

There are also phrases that sound like invitations but in fact are not. People may say things
like: “We’ll have to get together sometime” or “You'll have to come over and visit us sometime.”
You can identify such non-invitations by their generality — there is no specific time mentioned, and
the word “sometime” is often used. They are often ritual expressions of parting. On these occasions
you could respond: “Yes, that would be nice,” or “I'd love to”, or something similar, and then let the
subject drop. If they do not call you, you could always invite them for some occasion.

Read and Think

/ Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1 What should you do if someone only invites you, but doesn’t say what the invitation is for?
2 What is the proper sequence for refusing an invitation?
3 What does “go Dutch” mean?

4 What is the key word in the expressions that sounds like invitations but actually is not?

Read and Complete

.2 Fill in the blanks without referring to the passage.

In many instances it is the inviter who pays, as one would expect, butin some L_)

each one pays his or her own check: You “go Dutch”. This is often the case with fnends in
'2) situations, such as “Let’s go and get a beer” or “Want a cup of coffee?” In some
parts of the United States, however, some people like to 13) ~ friends by taking them to
a restaurant for dinner instead of having dinner at home. In thlS case the (_] , ex-
pects to pay and the guest may offer to leave the tip, which may be declined by the host. (If S0,
just let the matter drop.) If the invitation is expressed in fairly D ~ terms, such as
“Let's go to (name of a restaurant) for dinner,” it may be more of a {_] ~ thanan
invitation, so you should be prepared to pay your part of the bill.

3 Complete each of the following statements according to the passage.

1 If you say that you're free and the invitation turns out to be something you'd hate to do, then you
are in a position to take back your acceptance and .
2 Invitations to restaurants for lunch, dinner, coffee, a drink, etc sometlmes o

with who will pay.




