TVATHAN

1itnIMAS HOBBES

Kon cxt polastus SuperifTorrmm quas,

EDITED BY
RICHARD E. FLATHMAN AND DAVID JOHNSTON

A NORTON CRITICAL EDITION



LLEVIATHAN

This Norton Critical Edition of arguably the greatest work of political the
ory written in the English language contains the bulk of Hobbes's treatise,
including all chapters except those which are of interest primarily to profes-
sional historical scholars. To make Hobbes's sometimes archaic prose more
accessible to students, the editors have included explanatory annotations
throughout.

“Backgrounds” includes writings on Hobbes's life as well as selections
from his responses to criticism of the book. Also included is a selection of
those criticisms and other reactions to the work by Sir Robert Filmer,
James Harrington, Bishop Bramhall, Edward Hyde (the earl of Clarendon),
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Montesquieu, and Henry Sidgwick.

“Interpretations” collects eight of the most important assessments of
Hobbes and Leviathan written in the last forty years, including writings by
Leo Strauss, Michael Oakeshott, Johann P. Sommerville, Richard Tuck,
Jean Hampton, David Johnston, George Kateb, and Richard E. Flathman.

This text of Leviathan is based on the 1909 Oxford University Press edi-
tion, which in turn was based on one of the most fully corrected copies of
the text that was widely available to readers in the seventeenth century.
The editors have also noted variations between this text and other authori-
tative editions.

A Selected Bibliography, Selected Glossary of terms uscd frcqucntl\ in

Leviathan, and Index of Aut* e '

ABOUT THE SERIES: Each N text,
contextual and source material tem-
porary perspectives to the mo 1iphy

and, in many cases, a chronoloy

COVER ILLUSTRATION: FrontiSp.ccc v v svos canoun praneea vy oandfew
Crooke, London.

ISBN 978-0-393-96798~2

90000

W.W.NORTON ‘E ‘I ||
NEW YORK LONDON

7803937967982




HOBBES

NVHLVIATT

CRITICAL
EDITIONS




A NORTON CRITICAL EDITION

leomas Hobbes

LEVIATHAN
N

AUTHORITATIVE TEXT
BACKGROUNDS
INTERPRETATIONS

Edited by
RICHARD E. DAVID
FLATHMAN JOHNSTON
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

T

W e W « NORTON & COMPANY ¢ New York * London




Copyright © 1997 by W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America.
First Edition.

The text of this book is composed in Electra
with the display set in Bernhard Modern.
Composition by PennSet, Inc.
Manufacturing by Courier.
Book design by Antonina Krass.
Cover illustration: Frontispiece to the 1651 edition of Leviathan.

The illustrations on p. 3 and p. 49 are from the 1651 edition of Leviathan in the
Seligman collection of the Rare Books Library at Columbia University.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Hobbes, Thomas, 1588-1679.

Leviathan : an authoritative text : backgrounds interpretations /
Thomas Hobbes ; edited by Richard E. Flathman, David Johnston.
p-  com. — (A Norton critical edition)

Includes bibliographical references.

1. Political science — Early works to 1800. 2. State, The.

[. Flathman, Richard E. IL. Johnston, David, 1951- . 1IL Title.
IV. Series.

JCI53.H65 1996b
320.1 —dc20 9542021

Rev.
ISBN 0-393-96798-0 (pbk.)

W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10110
W. W. Norton & Company Ltd., Castle House, 75/76 Wells Street,
London WIT 30T

0



The Editors

RicHARD E. FLATHMAN is George Armstrong Kelly Me-
morial Professor of Political Science at Johns Hopkins
University, where he has taught since 1976. His many
books include Thomas Hobbes: Skepticism, Individuality
and Chastened Politics; Willful Liberalism: Individuality
and Voluntarism in Liberal Theory and Practice; Toward
a Liberalism; The Philosophy and Politics of Freedom;
and The Practice of Political Authority.

DAVID JOHNSTON is Professor of Political Science and
formerly Singer Professor of Contemporary Civilization
at Columbia University, where he has taught since 1986.
He is the author of The Idea of a Liberal Theory: A
Critique and Reconstruction and The Rhetoric of Levia-
than: Thomas Hobbes and the Politics of Cultural Trans-
formation as well as the editor of an anthology of
readings entitled Equality.






LEVIATHAN

AUTHORITATIVE TEXT
BACKGROUNDS
INTERPRETATIONS



W. W. NORTON & COMPANY, INC.
Also Publishes

ENncGLISH RENAISSANCE DRAMA: A NORTON ANTHOLOGY
edited by David Bevington et al.

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE
edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Nellie Y. McKay et al.

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE
edited by Nina Baym et al.

Tue NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
edited by Jack Zipes et al.

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE
edited by M. H. Abrams and Stephen Greenblatt et al.

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF LITERATURE BY WOMEN
edited by Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY POETRY
edited by Jahan Ramazani, Richard Ellmann, and Robert O'Clair

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF POETRY
edited by Margaret Ferguson, Mary Jo Salter, and Jon Stallworthy

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF SHORT FicTiON
edited by R. V. Cassill and Richard Bausch

THE NORTON ANTH()[.()(;Y OF THEORY AND CRITICISM
edited by Vincent B. Leitch et al.

THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF WORLD LITERATURE
edited by Sarah Lawall et al.

THE NORTON FACSIMILE OF THE FIRST FOLIO OF SHAKESPEARE
prepared by Charlton Hinman

THE NORTON INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE
edited by Alison Booth, J. Paul Hunter, and Kelly ]. Mays

THE NORTON INTRODUCTION TO THE SHORT NOVEL
edited b) Jerome Beaty

The NORTON READER
edited by Linda H. Peterson and John C. Brereton

THE NORTON SAMPLER
edited by Thomas Cooley

THE NORTON SHAKESPEARE, BASED ON THE OXFORD EDITION
edited by Stephen Greenblatt et al.

For a complete list of Norton Critical Editions, visit
wwnorton.com/college/English/nce_home.htm



Preface

Hobbes wrote the bulk of Leviathan during the closing phase of a civil
war and completed the work soon after the war had come to a decisive
end. In many respects the book bears the marks of its origins in the
particular circumstances of that war and the long string of events that
preceded it. But Leviathan is also, and was intended to be, a book for
the ages. It deals with themes and topics that have been with us since
the beginning of recorded history and are likely to remain significant
for as long a time as we can foresee. Moreover, few thinkers in the
history of political thought have been Hobbes’s equal as a shrewd ob-
server of political events, and none has ever exceeded him in boldness
of argument. For these reasons Leviathan is widely regarded as the
greatest work of political theory ever composed in the English language
and one of the greatest in any language.

Leviathan is not, however, an easy book to read, both because
Hobbes’s arguments are challenging and because his language is some-
times archaic and unfamiliar. The task of grasping Hobbes’s argument
is one that the reader must accomplish on his or her own, but this
edition will ease the burden imposed by Hobbes'’s seventeenth-century
prose by explaining the meanings of words that are unusual or archaic
and by identifying references that are likely to be unfamiliar to modern
readers. For the most part, these explanations appear in footnotes and
only at the first occurrence of an unfamiliar term, but we have also
provided a brief glossary that includes terms Hobbes uses repeatedly.

Alarge part of the text of Leviathan consists of arguments from Scrip-
ture addressed to a seventeenth-century audience that considered the
Bible to be the written Word of God and, hence, to be at least as
authoritative as any argument based on reason. These arguments were
crucial to the aims that led Hobbes to write and publish Leviathan, but
they are far less accessible to modern readers than they were to Hobbes's
contemporaries. In any case, it is not necessary to read through the
whole of Hobbes’s Scriptural exegesis to understand the central points
he was making. Accordingly, we have deleted from this edition several
chapters that are most likely to seem esoteric to modern readers, mainly
from Part Three. At the same time, we have retained the chapters from
Part Three that are essential to an understanding of Hobbes's argument,
particularly chapters thirty-two, thirty-three, thirty-seven, and forty-three.

Our edition is based on the version published by Oxford University
Press in 1909, a version in turn based on a “standard paper” copy of
the genuine first edition of Leviathan, known among scholars as the
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“Head” edition (because of the ornament that appears near the bottom
of the title page). Various copies of this first edition are not identical,
because some incorporated more of Hobbes’s corrections than others,
but the 1909 edition was made up from one of the most fully corrected
copies and, for this reason, is superior to most modern editions, in-
cluding the edition edited by C. B. Macpherson and published in 1968
by Penguin Books. We have also compared the text on which our
edition is based with a “large paper” copy of the genuine first edition
—from which both Richard Tuck’s 1991 edition (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press) and Edwin Curley’s 1994 edition (Hackett Press) are
derived —as well as with the manuscript copy of Leviathan in the Brit-
ish Museum (cataloged as British Library MS Egerton 1910). Tuck is
undoubtedly right to assert that the large paper edition is even more
fully corrected than the standard paper copy upon which our edition
is ultimately based. But large paper copies were available to very few
readers in the seventeenth century; the standard paper version, in one
edition or another, is the one to which most readers have, until very
recently, had access. For these reasons we have chosen the standard
paper version as the basis for our edition. In any case, few of the vari-
ations among these versions are significant. Where potentially signifi-
cant variations occur, however, we have included them in our text.
Additions to the standard paper copy are enclosed in brackets, with their
source (either the large paper edition or the manuscript version) indi-
cated in a footnote. Where alternative passages occur, we have enclosed
the relevant passage in brackets, and the alternative passage is given in
a footnote, together with its source. The numbers enclosed in brackets
in the margins of the text give the page numbers of the Head edition
of 1651.
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