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At the Library

5@ Library, a center of knowledge and information, is of great importance to

% most people. It can offer a variety of reading materials, such as newspapers,
journals, textbooks, light books, reference books and so on, which are the
sources of knowledge. By using the library, you can obtain the information
you are interested in.

Pﬂl’l A Dialogues

Dialogue 1

(A—a student, B—a librarian)

A: Excuse me. Is this the
Reference Desk?

B: Yes, what can [ do for you?

A: T’dlike to find some material
on computers.

B: s this for a particular research

project or some general

information?

A:  Well, I just need some general

information now.

B: s there any particular type of
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At the Library

computer you're interested in?

I'm interested in the impact of microprocessors on everyday life.
Certainly. Did you see the “card catalogue” here? All the catalogues
are in alphabetical order by author, title, and subject. Find the particular
item you arc looking for. Take down the call number.

Excuse me. what's the “‘call number”?

That’s the number on the upper left-hand corner of the card.

I see.

The books are shelved by call number. Do you see the shelf directory
on the wall there?

Yes.

Follow those instructions and you should find your books in no time.
How do I check out the books?

Bring the books to the Circulation Desk, and the clerks there will help
you.

Where is the Circulation Desk?

That’s where you just got your library card.

Oh. I see. That’s also called “Loan Desk”, isn’t it?

Yes, you're right.

Thank you so much.

Oh, you're welcome. Bye now.

Bye-bye.

Dialogue 2

(Henry is an overseas student from Britain. He wants to know something
about the library in the university. Li is showing him around the library.)
(H—Henry, L—Li)

When is the library open?

Every day from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. except Saturdays and Sundays.
How many books can I borrow on the library card?

You can borrow up to ten books, each for 3 months. If you don’t return
a book by the date marked, a fine of ten cents per day will be charged.
What abaut Beijing Review? Can I borrow some of them?
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I'm afraid you can’t. You can only read them in the Periodicals Room.
Where is that?

On the fourth floor, next to the Natural Science Stacks.

May I have a look around?

Of course. You can borrow books today. too.

Where are the books on language teaching?

Upstairs, on the second floor, in the Language Teaching Section. Are
you looking for any book in particular?

Yes, I'd like to borrow a book by Jeremy Harmer, but I can’t remember
the exact title.

Let’s look at the catalogue. There is an alphabetical index for authors.
Look under H... Harkey... Harmer, Jeremy.

Let me see. Oh, this is what I'm looking for.

Make a note of the
book number. Now

let’s go upstairs to
the Language
Teaching Section.

Here we are in the
L..T. Section. These

are the books on

language teaching.
They should be
arranged according

to book numbers.

Oh, here it is. I've found it.

Well, hang on to it. Are there any other books you want to borrow?
Let me see. No. only this one. But I want to see the Periodicals Room.
Can I get there from here?

No. We can’t go to the fourth floor from here. Let’s go to the Issue
Desk and check this book out.
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1. Useful Expressions
e Used by librarians -

Do you have a borrower's card?

You can borrow up to ten books, ach for three months.
You should return a book by the date marked.

A fine of ten cents per day will be charged.

You can read the journals in the Periodicals Room.
There is an alphabetical index for authors.

The journals are only to be used for reference.

These cards are arranged alphabetically under both author and title.
Please fill out the call slip first.

I'm sorry, your book can't be located.

You can keep these books for two months.

Your books are two days overdue.

e Used by borrowers -

I just need some general information about the library.
What are the opening 2« closing hours of the library?
Is the library open this af fernoon?

I'd like to apply for a library card.

How many books can I borrow on this card/at a time?
Would you please tell me how to use the card catalogue?
T've got my call slip. What do I do now?

Is this book available?

Have you got the latest issue of Newsweek?

Can you tell me how fo find books in the stacks here?
How long can I keep it?

To be continued, &



Unit One At the Library

This book is due tomorrow. I'll return it to the library.
T want to keep it for another two weeks.

I'd like to renew it for another week.

Can you recommend something interesting to read?

Could you tell me how to find some books on industrial management?

Where are the books on language teaching?

2. General words

journal ik historical story W N,
reference materials | & %% ¥ | pornography oty Lt
periodical i detective story e~ YN
academic journal 2 AMF | thriller G i
professional journal | T #iFl | children’s classic JLE L
best seller by 15 bedtime story TR
hardcover R fairy tale Hih
papercover FakA the Lending Section A5 4k
borrower’s card 815 E the Reference Section 3] 1K
library card ERING the Natural Science Stacks | HAR#BE
call slip ) the Periodicals Room T s
index %5l open stacks T4 15
subject area 2RI | closed stacks PR 15
call number 'y catalogue H %
the class number Fe il bibliographic information PHEE
author’s number g S | due 2
author’s name & 47 | overdue it HA
fine iif to renew Sl

AR
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1. Pair discussion

Suppose you are a librarian. Now you are busy at the Lending Section.
1) Wang Dong doesn’t return the books by the date marked.
2) Li Lei scribbles some pages of a book.

3) Liu Mei wants to borrow some reference books.

2. Complete the following dialogues

Dialogue 1

A: Excuse me, I'd like to find some books on computers. Can you
1) ?
B: Certainly. Did you see the “card catalogue” there? All the catalogues

are arranged 2) . All the information such as

author, title and subject is recorded in them. Find the particular item

you’re looking for. 3)
“The call number”? What do you mean by that?

That’s the number on the upper left-hand corner of the card.
4)
The books are placed on the bookshelves by call number. Do you see
the sign on each shelf with letters and call numbers?

Yes.

Find the letter or letters you arc looking for and then find the call

S g e

® >

number or numbers. 5)
A: Thank you.
B: Not at all.
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Dialogue 2

A: Excuse me, Miss Wang, 1) (FRx JLA =
FiHBEYL G R A5S)?

B: Yes. They are on that shelf over there.

A: Thank you very much. By the way, Miss Wang, I’m very sorry.
2) (T LA TTAGX LR T - A5,
{HBL/E$RAF [). 1think I've lost it.

B: Oh dear! Are you sure you’ve lost it?

A: Yes, I think so. I’ve looked for it almost everywhere. I’ve
looked round the whole school. I’ve looked everywhere at my
home. 3) (FWp L thak A ).

B: What was the name of the book?

Gone with the Wind.

B: What a pity! But I'm afraid that 4) (4n
REBET, sisEiie).

A: Certainly. I’ve prepared for it.

>

B: But it’s better for you to buy the same book for the library.
A: That’s a good idea. Thank you very much.

3. Role-plays

After looking at each situation carefully, discuss it with your partner(s).
You can use the suggested words and expressions if you want to. Then practice.
When you are ready, perform for the class and discuss your performance with

your teacher and classmates.

Role-play 1
Paul (A) wants to borrow a novel from the librarian Linda (B).
A : B

1. wants to borrow a light book asks about the kind

1.
2. chooses a novel 2. inquires the title
3. answers it’s “Pride and Prejudice” 3. inquires the edition of the novel



