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W e dedicate this book
to ocean lovers everywhere...

To our parents who taught us lessons of life among
the beaches,tide pools and rolling waves...

To the scientists who have guided us...

And, finally,to the writers,poets and
artists who remind us that as much
as we know,the sea will always remain,
first and foremost,a place of
infinite beauty and mystery.



Warm Tropical Paradise

Original painting by Wyland ©2003.
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Introduction

All of us,at one time or another,find ourselves drawn to
the sea.For some,it’s a place for reflection or romance.For
others,it’s the thrill of watching surf crash against a sandy
white beach or studying the kaleidoscope of life among a
tropical coral reef.This ability of the ocean to change our
lives,to inspire and fascinate us,is what led us to create
Chicken Soup for the Ocean Lover’s Soul,a collection of
stories from around the world that celebrate the magic of our
ocean planet.

I first embraced the ocean on a family vacation to
Southern California many years ago.l was only fourteen
years old and experiencing the cool waters of the Pacific for
the first time.Amazingly,as | looked out across the endless
expanse,lost in its sheer size,two fifty-foot gray whales broke
the surface and spouted right before my eyes.

After that encounter I dedicated myself to the preserva-
tion of these gentle giants and the oceans they needed for
survival.l truly believe that when you see a whale you
become a better human being.Over the years,] have talked
with many people who have told me of encounters with
marine mammals,and they all have experienced similar trans-
formations.

I had the honor of meeting Mark Victor Hansen at one
of my gallery shows in Kona on the big island of Hawaii.We
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connected immediately as ! felt Mark’s commitment with
Jack Canfield not only to create a fantastic book filled with
wonderful stories of the ocean,but also their commitment to
the conservation of this precious resource.As we continued
to discuss the possibility of creating this unique book,it
became clear to us that the oceans have been the source of
many inspirational stories over the years.

Now,after diving with these two ocean lovers,we are
ready to share these uplifting, engaging and, above all, true
stories from people such as renowned wildlife expert and
television personality Jack Hanna,ocean researcher Dr.Sylvia
Earle,writer Clive Cussler and many others.This beautiful
book and the series of marine life paintings it contains reflect
the rare beauty of the sea for the ocean lover’s soul.

A portion of all proceeds from Chicken Soup for the
Ocean Lover’s Soul will go the Wyland Foundation,which
has partnered with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography
at the University of California,San Diego,to create a free,
nationwide marine life art and science educational program
for every school in the nation.This program is designed to
teach children everywhere about the importance of our
marine resources.Your purchase of this book will help make
this program a great success.

Best fishes and aloha,
Wyland
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- All good things are wild and free.

Henry David Thoréau
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Raising Cecily

U ntil one has loved an animal,a part of one’s

soul remains unawakened.

Anatole France

On a chilly,gray moming in late May,the insistent
ringing of the phone brought me dashing up from the
garden.lt was Bob,my husband,who was working on a
summer cottage near our home on Mount Desert Island,
Maine.

“Nan,get the kids and come over here,” he said.
“There’s something you should see.”

Glad for the excuse to escape the blackflies,] loaded the
kids into the car and drove the short distance to the cottage.

The “something” turned out to be a harbor seal pup—a
forlorn and furry little bundle huddled against a large rock at
the high-tide line.My first instinct was to offer immediate aid
and comfort to the frightened creature,as one would any lost
baby,but I knew better and resisted the urge.

Most seal pups that people find “abandoned” on reefs,
rocks and beaches are not abandoned at all,they are merely
waiting for their mothers to return from fishing.Although it is
unusual for their mothers to leave them on a mainland
beach,it isn’t unheard-of.

Bob and I decided to call the Department of Wildlife to
ask what we should do.The local game warden told us to
wait for a complete tide change—about six hours—to see if
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