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Ters #-7 (Reading Time 4 1/2 minutes)

Education and Good Books

The world is indeed flooded with reading materials of every description. Most of the material is
meant for imparting information, a lot is for entertainment and some few for enjoyment. In my
opinion, books which I read for enjoyment alone are worth reading.

Though on the scale of “worth”, I would not put it on the top, I realise that information gather-
ing is important. The daily newspapers are essential reading to get a brief idea of what is going on in
the world and which of these I need to know. Usually, I skim through it to get a brief idea of the type
of news I am concerned about. I may want to know about the political and economic situation in the
world, but I really don’t need to know all the details. Hence, I will slow down and read in whole only
that which concerns me. In all, I usually spend fifteen minutes reading the newspapers. If an inter-
esting article or editorial deserves my attention, I may spend half an hour with the newspapers.

For additional information, I subscribe to The Economist. 1 believe that of all the periodicals,
this is the one which gives serious views of the world. It gives much more information than the
newspapers and its viewpoint is usually reasonable and often non-aligned. I usually finish reading an
issue of The Economist in a day.

For entertainment, there are thousands of titles available. Most of them are fiction and paper-
back. They are written with one aim: To sell and get rich by. They have attractive covers and many
are rehashed repeatedly from other success formulae, and almost all are calculated to rouse the
senses and give cheap thrills. When stripped bare of all the sensational parts, the reader is often left
with two covers. Except for a few like Frederick Forsythe and J.R.R. Tolkien, I will not touch any
of them. Reading them is an absolute waste of time. For entertainment, I prefer to read books of non-
fiction. These include biographies, history and psychology.

For my enjoyment alone, I will read the books that I consider are worth reading. These will be
the classic books of all time. I do not have to spend a single cent to indulge in these. Weekly trips to
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the excellent public libraries will give me all the books I want to read. I will put aside the best reading
hours — mostly late into the night — for this great pleasure. For non-fiction I will read books on
philosophy and for fiction, the great classics of Dickens, Scott, Jane Austen, Ernest Hemingway and
the works by the recent Booker Prize winners and Nobel Prize winners.

The joy of the challenge of reading precise language I will get from philosophy and the realistic
characterisations of the classic writers will thrill me. Reading a good book is not like reading trash to
arouse your senses. Reading a good book takes you on a journey. I share in the intimate thoughts of
the writer who expresses what he wants to; and not what his readers want him to express. He writes
literature. He reaches the end of language and breaks through obstacles of expression. He is a pio-
neer, not a thrill arouser.

In my opinion, the books that I read for enjoyment and knowledge are the ones most worth
reading.

- 559 words.
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Education and Good Books

Comprehension €xercise

Put a T in the blank if the statement is true and an F if it is false.

1.

According to the author’s scale of worth, reading for enjoyment is on the top of his
list.

The author usually uses about half an hour to skim through the daily papers.
The viewpoint of The Economist is usually reasonable and impartial.

. The contents of books written for entertainment can provide formulae for future

success in life.

. The author of the passage will put aside his best reading hours to read paperback

fiction with attractive covers.

. For the author, books on philosophy are as interesting as fiction written by Dickens,

Scott and Hemingway.
The realistic descriptions of characters by classic writers thrilled the author.

. The great classics were written to rouse the senses of their readers.
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Tetr #-&  (Reading Time 6 1/2 minutes)

Why Read?

To say that one reads for information or for knowledge is minimising the importance of reading
to an absurd extent. There are numerous other ways of learning facts. Men did live and learn long
before reading and learning formed a part of their life. Primitive and tribal societies in many parts of
the world still learn without any formal education. In the developed countries, television and films
have edged out the habit of reading and have replaced it to a very large extent as the media of
spreading knowledge. Yet the world of reading must be having something else to offer that a large
number of people still prefer to read — something that the more modern techniques of spreading
information do not have.

It is difficult to stay away from Bacon while talking of reading. Reading, he wrote, makes a full
man; it helps him to converse better and to argue better; he is never at a loss when wanting to make
a point or support an issue. Bacon, as way back as the sixteenth century, was able'to discriminate
between various kinds of reading — reading to be done for pleasure,‘ reading to be glanced through
and reading which is to lead to a slow assimilation of facts.

It is not possible to respond fully to a film being screened or a scene on the television. Though
the reactions are quick, they are also short-lived. One does not have time to reflect because there is
something else which follows it immediately. Visual media have a very big advantage in that they call
into play a sensual response. However the disadvantage is also a big one — the quick response which
is demanded by them leaves no scope for reflection, for understanding or for questioning. These
audio-visual media do not aid the cultivation of gentler and more permanent qualities. Reading, on the
other hand, is not subject to any of these limitations. A man who has cultivated the habit of reading
is a man who will hever feel bored. He has long ceased to live merely on the surface. He has learnt to
occupy himself; he has added another dimension to his character, for reading develops the brain and
not the senses alone. Reading makes it possible to think, to reflect, to probe, to understand, to differ



