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Mirador
Housing
In Sanchinarro

PAU de Sanchinarro is currently a large empty plain on the north east edge of Madrid. Surrounded by
highways, the land will soon become a residential suburb with privileged views towards the

Guadarrama Mountains.

To break down the excessive uniformity and claustrophobia of the proposed design that asks for
closed blocks of six storey buildings; this apartment volume was developed as a reference point for
the city extension and region at large. The 22 level building acts as a frame for the distant landscape

and at the same emerges as distinctive within the uniform city of blocks.

The tower opens up public space demanded by the modern city. The large lookout at 40 metres above
the ground provides inhabitants and neighbours with a community garden and a space from where
they can contemplate the skyline. The proposal opens domestic architecture to the new city

environment and to its surrounding territories.

The 16,000m? structure contains a wide variety of compact housing types integrating different social
groups and lifestyles. In contrast to the serial and rationalist repetition of the standard family unit, the
housing units are grouped in small ‘buildings’. These ‘blocks’, stacked and glued together, make up a
new towering ‘superblock’. The circulations in the building are like small vertical streets. Their
transformation along each itinerary agglomerates the compendium of typologies that are structured

like small suburbs.

The exterior void measuring 550m? in area and 15m high on the twelfth floor synthesis the diversity
and provides the building as a whole and the neighbourhood with a sense of identity. The semi-public
sky plaza will be easily accessible with a direct lift connection from the plaza surrounding the building.

It will provide the neighbourhood area with an unusual urban capacity.
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