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If a man does not keep pace with his
companions, perhaps it is because he
hears a different drummer. Let him step
to the music which he hears, however
IT](‘JSUH‘d or far away.

—— Henry David Thoreau

Making a difference means standing up, standing out, and leading. Every person has their own
identity and beauty. Your life, because of who you are, has meaning. If we were all the same, how
boring this world would be! If there are things you don’t like in the world, why not make your own
life different? When we lose the right to be different, we lose the privilege to be free. So, share our
similarities, celebrate our differences. Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail.

In this unit, we are going to probe into the meaning of being different, and see to what extent it
can change our lives. While some prefer achieving a different result, some may prefer following the
rules. Therefore, To Toe the Line or to Make a Difference becomes the topic of debate in our speaking
section. Finally, in the Skill Focus we will tackle a variety of English idioms and slang, which will help
our listening comprehension.



W ARMING-UP

1. Think about these questions.

1) Do you give a beggar money when you see one in the street?
2) Do you wish to donate money to someone in need when watching a TV ad for charity?
3) Do you think the above actions foolish or helpful?

4) Do you think you can change the world? Why or why not?

2. Listen to a song: Change, by Carrie Underwood. Discuss the following questions with your
partner.

New words

huddle | 'hadl | v. sit, stand, or lie holding arms and legs close to the body, usu. because of being
cold or frightened ( i T2 B 30T ) #5445

scam [ skem |n. an illegal trick, usu. with the purpose of getting money from people or avoiding
paying tax CGEEDLVEIAaERd A HH9H ) Bl

1) What does the singer call on people to do?
2) Does the singer think one can change the world? Do you agree with her?

3) What does the title of the song “Change” mean?




New words

mast [ mast |z a sturdy upright pole
TBERT, Mt

grief [ grif | n. intense sorrow caused by
loss of a loved one &5

restrain [ ris'tremn |y, keep under
control FJil

sober [ 'saubs | a. calm, serious and
thoughtful 7EEEIY, X EREY

tch ovie clip from The Queen and then mark with arrows the sequence of the events given
below following the example
A. The temperature B. The Prime
among people Minister called.
was taken on the
\& streets.
K
C. Newspapers stirred D. Tony Blair’s advice
up the mood. was rejected.
he L
E. The Royal Family F. The Queen regained
returned to popularity.
London.

Background Information
This movie clip is taken from The Queen, a 2006 British historical drama film that depicts

the aftermath of the death of Princess Diana on 31 August 1997. The Royal Family regards
Diana’s death as a private affair and thus not to be treated as an official Royal death. This
is in contrast with the views of Tony Blair, who favours the general public's desire for an
official expression of grief. Matters are further complicated by the media, royal protocol
regarding Diana’s official status, and wider issues about Republicanism.



2. Put the number before each item in the suitable place.

1) to stay with her grandchildren
2) duty first, self second
3) to keep feelings to oneself
4) to fly the flag at half mast above Buckingham Palace
5) to come down to London immediately
6) a public mourning
7) to avoid a fuss
8) restrained grief
9) to wear one’s heart on one’s sleeve
10) glamour and tears
11) to do things quietly, with dignity

12) a private funeral

What the Queen wants:

What the public wants:

3. Wirite down the meaning of these expressions in the clip.

1) Itwould be a mistake to dance to their tune.

4. Waitch the first part of the video again, and then pair up with your partner to act out the
telephone talk.



j| Part B PayltForward

Background Information
Pay /t Forward is a 2000 Hollywood film directed by Mimi
Leder, based on the book written by Catherine Ryan Hyde,

starring Kevin Spacey, Haley Joel Osment, Helen Hunt.
Plot: Young Trevor McKinney, troubled by his mother’s
alcoholism and fears of his abusive but absent father,

is caught up by an intriguing assignment from his new
social studies teacher, Mr. Simonet. The assignment: think
of something to change the world and put it into action.
Trevor conjures the notion of paying a favor not back, but
forward — repaying good deeds not with payback, but
with new good deeds done to three new people. Trevor's
efforts to make good on his idea bring a revolution not
only in the lives of himself, his mother and his physically
and emotionally scarred teacher, but in those of an ever-
widening circle of people completely unknown to him.

New words

screwed [ skrud ] a. defeated by
trickery or deceit %Y

bummer [ 'bamoa | n. an experience
that is irritating or frustrating or
disappointing i, flie]

realm [ relm | n. area %k, Y5

lick [ Iik |v. find the solution to (a
problem or question) ik

dumpster [ 'dampsts | n. a large metal
container for holding rubbish A4
RN

articulation [ autikju'lerfan ] n. the
action of producing a sound or
word clearly, in speech or music i#
BT

suck [ sak ]v. be bad ks

Watch the movie clip and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1) ( ) The teacher agrees that the world expects nothing of the eleven-year-olds.

2) ( ) The teacher tries to convince the children that they should be responsible for the world.

3L ) The assignment will last for a year.

4) ( ) Those who do not finish the assignment will be failed.



5) ( ) The man in the garage was once a tramp.

o) ) Trevor’s mother wants to sell the truck.

7) ( ) Trevor asked his mother for money to give the man.

8) ( ) The man wants to pay back Trevor by fixing the truck.

9) ( ) Even the teacher thinks Trevor’s idea is too ideal to fulfill.

1) ¢ ) Trevor partly achieved his goal when he helped the man up.

2.  Guess the meaning of the words in the box and fill in the blanks to complete the following
sentences.

flunk squeak atrophy Utopian

1) That means that if a handful of deputies quit the election, Mr. Johnson could by

with less than 151 votes.
2) This dream is far beyond the range of possibility.

3) Her arms

the left worse than the right.

4) Butlet’s face it, life is filled with all kinds of tests — some you ace and some you — 50

at some point you have to get used to it.

Cultural Note

The Pay It Forward Movement and Foundation was founded in the USA helping start
a ripple effect of kindness acts around the world. The newly appointed president of the
foundation, Charley Johnson, had an idea for encouraging kindness acts by having a Pay
It Forward Bracelet that could be worn as a reminder. Since then, over a million Pay It
Forward bracelets have been distributed in over 100 countries sparking acts of kindness.
Few bracelets remain with their original recipients, however, as they circulate in the spirit
of the reciprocal or generalized altruism. The Pay It Forward Day is on 24th April every
year.

3. Choose the best answer.
1) The children use the words below to describe the assignment except

A. weird B. crazy C. hard D. possible



When he says “I pass the buck to you”, the teacher means “I give the to you”.

A. money B. work C. credit D. responsibility

The girl says “People blow off the honor system”. Here “blow off” means

A.ignore B. support C. boast about D. destroy

What kind of job has the man got?

A. fixing cars B. odd jobs C. social work D. a cleaning job

Trevor has given the man “a leg up”, which means
A. Trevor has pushed the man B. Trevor has disagreed with the man

C. Trevor has aided the man D. Trevor has saved the man

Small change to make a

big difference
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