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PREFACE

This book presents a thoroughly updated view of
the revolution in family law that began in the 1960s.
Many new developments and significant refine-
ments of ongoing trends have asked for inclusion.
Whole new subjects have sprung up that, a short
twenty-five years ago, did not exist in any measur-
able form. Indeed, the very definition and the
boundaries of “family law” have become blurred.
Family law now draws from constitutional law, and
extends into criminal law, conflict of laws, and the
laws of contracts, torts, property, inheritance, even
taxation—to name just a few. Moreover, state law
no longer provides all the answers, because an
important federal presence has made itself felt, leg-
islatively and judicially.

While preserving the completeness of the underly-
ing information, this edition captures and distills
highlights of the exciting new decade that has
passed since the second edition was published in
1986. Care has been taken to be as comprehensive
as is compatible with compactness. Numerous cur-
rent references to instructive decisions supply detail
and provide further references to the reader who
wants to pursue matters in more depth and breadth.
93,496 purchasers of the two previous editions have
demonstrated the need for and value of this
approach.



PREFACE

Law students reviewing course work, lawyers
desiring a summary “update” on movement in their
field of practice, social workers, marriage coun-
selors, mediators and paralegals involved with fami-
ly law will find here a comprehensive guide. In addi-
tion, mental health professionals and sociologists
may want to know more about a subject matter that
furnishes the background for so much of their work.
Any intelligent reader who has found family law a
“closed book” because technical texts are too techni-
cal and popular writings too often too inaccurate,
will find here an understandable and accurate
description of law that not only concerns all of us
individually but that is basic to a fuller understand-
ing of our changing society.

My thanks are due to Mary Palumbo, my student-
assistant, who patiently and expertly helped with
the often less than glamorous tasks of retrieving
library materials, proof-reading and producing
WESTLAW citations from newspaper clippings, as
well as to my secretary, Carrie May, for her always
capable and reliable assistance. Eva, my wife and
the grandmother of the four dedicatees of this vol-
ume, carefully read the galleys and made useful sug-
gestions. Last but certainly not least, I wish to
thank colleagues at other institutions who have read
previous editions of this book and who have provid-
ed helpful comments.

HARRrY D. KRAUSE
Champaign, Illinois

July, 1995
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