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PartI Text A

College Talk

Key Points

This text was written by a college student who entered a junior college instead of a
normal one because her family could not afford the tuition charged by a normal college.
At first she was frustrated and jealous because she had been working hard in high school
and was afraid that her friends entering normal colleges would make much more rapid
progress than she would. Later, however, she found out that she benefited a lot from the
life experiences she got from the junior college. She became quite confident and started
to understand life better.

Therefore, a college is far more than a place to acquire knowledge. It provides an

environment for a teenager to grow up. Students should be guided to set up their own

attitudes towards their college lives after they learn the text.

Vocabulary
victim n. a person harmed, injured, or killed as a result of a
crime, accident, or other event or action
terribly adv. informal. very, extremely
jealous adj. feeling or showing envy of or resentment at
someone or at their achievements or perceived
advantages |
torture V. inflict severe pain on
blessing n. a beneficial thing for which one is grateful

abode n. formal or poetic | literary. a place of residence: a



Phrases and Expressions

out of nowhere

be blessed with
shrug something off
more often than not

in huge doses

call one’s own

Teaching Notes

Para. 1

house or home; “my humble abode” is used to refer
to one’s home with an ironic or humorous show of

modesty or humility

also from nowhere, appearing or happening suddenly and
unexpectedly

be lucky enough to have

dismiss something as unimportant

usually; more than half of the time

informal. when experienced or engaged in a lot at a time,

derived from “in small doses”

used to describe something that one can genuinely feel

belonging to one

1. It seemed to come on like the flu:

come on—(of a state or condition) start to arrive or happen

e.g. 1 felt a headache coming on.

It seems that the rain is coming on.

It’s coming on to rain.

Other meanings of “come on™:

1) said when encouraging someone to do something or to hurry up or when one

feels that someone is wrong or foolish; e.g. “Come on! You can do it

1%

2) said or shouted to express support, for example for a sports team

2. Lunchtime discussions changed from who's dating whom into who'’s going to what



college and who did or did not get accepted:
date v. informal, chiefly N. Amer. go out with (someone in whom one is
romantically or sexually interested)
n. referring to either a social or romantic appointment or engagement, or a
person with whom one has such an engagement
3. And just like the flu leaves its victims feeling awful and helpless, such was the case for
this new fascinating subject and me: The college talk makes me feel awful and helpless,
just like the flu makes those who catch it feel so.

Para. 2

What does the author mean by “mind terribly”? Is it true that she did not mind?

“Mind terribly” means “mind very much”. In fact, the author minded the result very much

as is manifested in her wishing everyone to stop the college talk.

Para. 3

1. l;?ach time I found out someone else I knew had just been accepted to the college of
their dreams 1 would turn a deeper shade of green: Each time 1 found out that
someone else 1 knew had just been accepted to the college that he/she wished to enter,
[ would become more jealous.

2. What does the word “green” denote here? Look up in a dictionary for more
meanings associated with the color “green”.

Green implies jealousy here. “Turn a deeper shade of green” means “to become more
jealous”. The color green may also denote inexperienced, fresh, naive, gullible, étc.

3. It felt like they were going to jump ahead of me: 1 felt that/It seemed to me that they
were going to develop their abilities much faster (in real colleges), and leave me
behind.

Para. 4

1. I knew about them only because his parents lacked the sensitivity with which he was so



blessed: 1 knew about those envelopes only because his parents were not so
considerate aé he luckily was.

2. You would have had the same response. Watch, you'll get a full scholarship to the
college of your choice in two years and you can laugh at us all for foolishly killing
ourselves to arrive at the same place: You would have received the same letters of
acceptance if your family could afford the tuition. When you finish the two years’ study
at the junior college, you will get a full scholarship to the college that you want to go to,
and you can laugh at us all because we are so foolish as to make great efforts but
‘finally are just at the same college as you.

3. He had a point: What he said seemed to be right.

» point n. a single particular idea, fact, or part of an argument or statement
e.g. off the ~, to the ~, get / have a ~, make one’s ~, see someone’s ~ / see the ~ of
someone or something, come / get to the ~, not the ~, etc.

Para. 5

They spoke of roommates from hell, classes they couldn’t get into, and the ones thev did

being so big they couldn’t even see their professors: They spoke of roommates whom they

did not like, classes that they were not allowed to take, and the classes that they did get

into which were so big that they couldn’t even see their professors.

Para. 6

Needless to say, my tortured thoughts of being left behind while they went out and

gathered life experiences in huge doses changed to thoughts of counting my blessings. 1

was getting a fine serving of life experience: Needless to say, I stopped thinking painfully

that [ would be left behind by my friends who could go to real colleges and gather many
life experiences. I started to think of the benefits that I got from attending a junior college.

1 was getting a lot of life experiences. “A serving of” refers to an amount of food for one

person. Here it is in figurative use.



Para. 7

1. Real life will be filled with moments of friends making more or loved ones being
promoted first: In real life, there will be many such moments as your friends get more
or the ones you love are promoted earlier than you.

2. I have already had a taste of this experience and I passed the test quite nicely.
What do “a taste of this experience” and “the test” refer to respectively?
“A taste of this experience” refers to the experience the author describes in this text,
that is, she could not go to a real college but a junior one while her friends did. “The
test” is the one brought about by this experience as the author was faced with many
challenges as how to treat her family’s decision, and how to lead her life in the junior
college. She “passed the test quite nicely” because she learned a lot from this

experience and was able to deal with such challenges in real life.

PartII TextB

The Great Escape

Key Points

Like Text A, this text is also a story about the growing up of a college student. The
author, a girl who was very interested in literature before entering the college, was
disappointed and got lost when she found out that the university was nothing like she had
imagined. After struggling for a long time to find her identity by trying out various ways
of living at the university, she finally found her place working part-time at a café where
she had the opportunity of fulfilling her literary ambitions. She thought she had

undergone a process of rediscovering herself during her university days.



Vocabulary

cute

witty

sophisticated

fake
insane
awesome
bail
pledge
headlong
bleach
gloomy
confused
casual
chronicle
paranoid
torrid

flirt

conceal

adj.

adj.

adj.

adj.

adjy.

adj.

adv.

adj.

adj.
adj.

adj.

adj.

attractive in a pretty or endearing way

showing or characterized by quick and inventive
verbal humor

(of a person or their thoughts, reactions. and
understanding) aware of and able to interpret
complex issues; subtle

not genuine; (of a person) claiming to be
something that one is not

in a state of mind which prevents normal
perception, behavior, or social interaction;
seriously mentally ill

extremely impressive or daunting

discontinue an activity; quit

commit (a person or organization) by a solemn
promise

(done) with foolish or unthinking speed

cause (a material, such as cloth, paper, or hair) to
become whiter or much lighter by a chemical
process or by exposure to sunlight)

dark or poorly lit, especially so as to appear
depressing or frightening

(of a person) unable to think clearly; bewildered
relaxed and unconcerned

record (a related series of events) in a factual and
detailed way

unreasonably or obsessively -anxious, suspicious
or mistrustful

full of passionate or highly charged emotions
behave as though attracted to or trying to attract
someone but for amusement rather than with
serious intentions

keep (something) secret; prevent from being

known or noticed

6



Phrases and Expressions

- Background Information

1.

goatee
tough
irrelevant

scribble

yearn

catty

tacky
outfit

Be oneself

bide one’s time
stay up
hang out

fit in

rave about
hate someone’s guts
g0 easy on someone

figure something out

n. a small pointed beard like that of a goat

adj. involving considerable difficulty or hardship

adj. not connected with or relevant to something

V. write or draw (something) carelessly or hurriedly

v. have an intense feeling of loss or lack and longing
for something

adj. informal. derog. deliberately hurtful in one’s
remarks

adj. informal. showing poor taste and quality

n. a set of clothes worn together especially for a

particular occasion or purpose

be in one’s normal and individual state of body or mind;
not be influenced by others

wait quietly for a good opportunity to do something

not go to bed

informal. spend time relaxing or enjoying oneself

(of a person) be socially compatible with other members
of a group

informal. speak about with extreme praise or admiration
informal. feel a strong hatred for someone

informal. refrain from being harsh or critical of someone

informal. solve or discover the cause of a problem

T. S. Eliot: Thomas Stearns Eliot was born in Missouri on September 26, 1888. He

lived in St. Louis during the first eighteen years of his life. In 1910, he left the United

States for the Sorbonne in Paris after he earned both undergraduate and master’s

degrees at Harvard University. He returned to Harvard one year later to pursue a

doctorate in philosophy, but returned to Europe and settled in England in 1914. His



poem “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock™” written in 1911 appeared in Poetry in
1915. His first book of poems, Pruﬁ-ock and Other QObservations, was published in
1917, and immediately established him as a leading poet of the avant-garde. The
Waste Land published in 1922 is now considered by many to be the single most
influential poetic work of the twentieth century. His major later poems include Ash
Wednesday (1930) and Four Quartets (1943). As a critic, his books of literary and
social criticism include The Sacred Wood (1920), The Use of Poetry and the Use of
Criticism (1933), After Strange Gods (1934), and Notes Towards the Definition of
Culture (1940). As an important playwright, Eliot’s verse dramas include Murder in
the Cathedral, The Family Reunion, and The Cocktail Party. In 1927, T. S. Eliot
became a British citizen. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1948, and died
in London in 1965.

Colorado: a state in the central US; capital, Denver. Colorado extends from the Great
Plains in the east to the Rocky Mountains in the west. It became the 38th state in [876.
Columbia University: Founded in 1754, Columbia University is the oldest institution
of higher education in the state of New York and the fifth oldest in the United States.
Its first president was Samuel Johnson (1696-1772). Affiliates of the university
include Teachers College and Barnard College. Its library system, among the nation’s
largest, has many important manuscript and rare book collections. The university
enrolls 19 900 students-—26 100 including affiliates.

Ethan Hawke: Hollywood actor. Born on November 6, 1970 in Austin, Texas. His
movie debut came in 1985 in the film Explorers. His other film credits include Dead
Poets Society, Alive, Reality Bites, and Gattaca. In 2000 he starred in a new version
of Hamlet in which he played Hamlet,

Ernest Hemingway: Ernest Miller Hemingway was born on July 21, 1899 in Oak

Park, Illinois. In the nearly sixty-two years of his life that followed he forged a
8



literary reputation unsurpassed in the twentieth century, and created a mythological
hero in himself as a man having four marriages and experiencing two world
wars. From 1925 to 1929 Hemingway produced some of the most important works of
20th century fiction, including the landmark short story collection In Our Time (1925).
In 1926 he came out with his first true novel, The Sun Also Rises, which introduced
the world to the “lost generation”. He followed that book with Men Without Women in
1927; it was another book of stories which collected “The Killers,” and “In Another
Country.” In 1929 he published A4 Furewell to Arms, arguably the finest novel to
emerge from World War L. In four short years he went from being an unknown writer
to being the most important writer of his generation, and perhaps the 20th century. He
began working on For Whom The Bell Tolls in 1939 in Cuba and finished it in July of
1940. The book was a huge success, and was unanimously voted the best novel of the
year by the Pulitzer Prize committee. But it was vetoed for political reason by the
conservative president of Columbia University; no prize was awarded that year. The
book sold over 500 000 copies in just six months, and continues to sell well today. In
September o.f 1952 The Old Man and the Sea appeared in Life magazine, selling over
5 million copies in a flash. Though Hemingway had known great success before, he
never had the privilege of receiving any major literary prizes. The Old Man and the
Sea changed that, winning the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1953, and the Nobel Prize
for Literature in 1954. Besides highlighting Hemingway’s increasing problem with
writing the clear, effective prose which made him famous, his physical deterioration
had become obvious as well during that summer of his 60th year. Pictures show
Hemingway looking like a man closer to cighty than one of sixty. Hemingway spent
the first half of 1961 fighting his depression and paranoia. On the morning of July 2,

1961 Hemingway rose early, as he had his entire adult life, selected a shotgun from a



closet in the basement, went upstairs to a spot near the entrance-way of the house and
shot himself in the head. It was little more than two weeks until his 62nd birthday.

(adapted from the biography of Hemingway, http://www.lostgeneration.com)

Teaching Notes

Para. 1

1. I never felt like I could be myself in high school: 1 never wished that I could do what I
wanted to in high school.
“feel like something/doing something”—have a wish for; want

2. Ithought I had no choice: either I played cute, or bays wouldn 't talk to me: “play” is
a linking verb here, meaning to pretend to be.
“cute”, informal, N Amer. sexually attractive; clever

Para. 3

1. But when Igbt to Columbia, the witty, sophisticated me, instead of bursting free, dove
Jor cover: “dove”, the past of “dive”. “Dove for cover” means that the author did not
let free her real self who loved books and had literary ambitions as she had expected
to before she entered the university, but instead hastened to hide her true self.

2. Everyone in New York seemed either insane or awesomely together:
“together”—adj. informal. self-confident, level-headed, or well organized

3. A girlin my hall raved about the rowing crew, so I declared that I would join:
hall—a hall of residence K% ) ¥4 15 4

Para. 4

1.- There's not a lot you can do with a crew cut, and black clothes get gloomv after six

months straight: “straight” here means without a break; continuously.
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