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Preface

This monograph is different from the national monographs in the IEL Commercial
and Economic Law. Its scope is narrower, since a lot of rulemaking at EU level often
takes place in the form of directives that have to be implemented in national law. These
rules are discussed in the national monographs of the Member States of the EU.
Accordingly, since there are numerous EU measures in the field of e.g. company law,
securities, insurance law, commercial agency, copyright, trade mark law, designs and
models, and late payments, the present monograph does not deal with ‘commercial
law’ in the strict sense. The relevant rules are discussed in the national monographs
of the Member States in the IEL on Company law, Insurance Law, Intellectual Property
and Commercial and Economic Law. The EU regulations in the field of I.P. rights and
insolvency are also disregarded here since they are basically ancillary to national
provisions in the relevant area.

This monograph includes EU competition law which is part of ‘economic law’
within the meaning of the IEL. It is one of the basic policies of the Union. In contrast,
EU consumer law is not included because it mainly consist of directives that have to
be transposed (and generally were transposed) in national law.

Following the structure of the national monographs, this monograph contains a
general introduction on the EU, its institutions and law making. The present monograph
deals with provisions of the Treaties (the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union), secondary Union law — regulations and
directives — and case law of the European Courts relating to the internal market and
those that govern the action of the Union in certain fields: the so-called common
policies (like competition policy or the common commercial policy with regard to
third countries, the common agricultural policy and the common transport policy),
where the EU has extensive competencies. ‘Other policies’ (like environmental or
consumer policy), where the EU can supplement the actions of the Member States or
give national policies in the relevant field an orientation are disregarded.
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