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ADDRESS AT GETTYSBURG

Abraham Lincoln

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation
conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal'. Now we are
engaged 1n a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and dedicated,
can long endure.

We are met on a great battlefield of that war; we have come to dedicate a portion of that field
as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live’. It 1s
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, 1n a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled
here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract.

The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here. It is fo1 us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work, which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.

It 1s rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth’.

[INSTRUCTIVE READING )

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) is universally regarded as one of the greatest men ever to
occupy the presidency. Entrusted with guiding the nation through a civil war brought on by his own
election to the White House on the antislavery Republican ticket, he was beset from the start with
criticism from all sides. On the one hand, there were those who accused him of moral cowardice
when he initially insisted that the purpose of engaging in a war with the South was to preserve the
Union and not to eliminate slavery. On the other hand, his wartime suspension of basic civil rights
gave rise to charges of despotism, and when the conflict went badly for the North, the blame
inevitably fell on him. But as Union forces advanced toward victory in the field, Lincoln’s eloquent
articulation of the nation’s ideals and ultimate call for an end to slavery gradually invested him with
a santly grandeur. Following his assassination 1n 1865, that grandeur became virtually unassailable

As President, he built the Republican Party into a strong national organization. Further, he
rallied most of the northern Democrats to the Union cause. On January 1, 1863, he 1ssued the



Emancipation Proclamation that declared forever free those slaves within the Confederacy.

Lincoln won re-election in 1864, as Union military triumphs heralded an end to the war. In his
planning for peace, the President was flexible and generous, encouraging Southerners to lay down
their arms and join speedily in reunion.

On Good Friday, April 14, 1865, Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s Theatre in Washington by
John Wilkes Booth.

[LANGUAGE POINTS]

1. conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal: §5E3A(]
MWARED, FHT “—OANERTE XEEMNSAEL. “—UANERFE B
HREEE (MYEE) PETHES.

2. who here gave therr lives that that nation might live: &EBRMALNT, 1EEBEBNE, F—
A that %, 515 BARE, B A that 2, B nation.

3. that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to...shall not perish from the earth:
P4 that 5| HMA]R: the great task I FILITEIEFIGEH .

[LITERARY APPRECIATION]

WAHPLE « RE(1809—1865) X EHRMREF NBUHAFK, RES 16 R, K
ETFHEEE, ABFHAR, RIDCREE, SHEETEMNKERRHFI KRS 14
FFBRERIITR T BT GRE, SR T A8, BRTER. B THERE. B
. FPLE, RSN RN, SETELW GRHETS) (Emancipation Proclamation),
BRT 4 EERLSSHBRESPHAENTIEFE, NWEEAERN “HBXEBBRE".

P&ET 1865 4 4 A 15 BIBRIHT. BTHEEEREN L LFRNELIER, AR
fb Rk “FRHREREEE R,

1863 4E, XA EREMBEREETE/MA, BFILXUT#AT T BRI — IR, b7k
M, WARRARMER S HTLSNEBRNE, ERRAERYTERAAE. AEHE
AAEBITRIA IR, MTX—RELKEH.

BRASEHREEE T, AR —RBRRXAORMEHZE. KEFRENBHGE
& “all men are created equal”, “that government of the people, by the people, for the people”,
HEABIAEAF AR, BHAESRESIA. “BE”, BHFEREH . XE. RE%.
W E = R E B #FH“we cannot”, IXFA)E EH (anaphora)BFEEE, HATE UMK, +F
REBFUER: BREEMHH “ha" WG, FESHEF S, RORETHREGEIREE, B
XA “BRAE. RiE. RENBOTKIEKE” WEEER, SEkEGREE, BARE.
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

John E. Kennedy

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom—symbolizing an end as
well as a beginning—signifying renewal as well as change'. For I have sworn before you and
Almighty God the same solemn oath? our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three-quarters
ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all
forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for
which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man
come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God’.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation
of Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud
of our ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights
to which this nation has always been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and
around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or 1ll, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success
of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of
faithful friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided there
is little we can do—for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder”.

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one
form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron
tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope to
find them strongly supporting their own freedom—and to remember that, in the past, those who
foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass
misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is required—
not because the communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but because it is right.
If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich’.

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge—to convert our good
words into good deeds—in a new alliance for progress—to assist free men and free governments 1n
casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of
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hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression or
subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this Hemisphere intends
to remain the master of its own house®.

To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in an age
where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of
support—to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective—to strengthen its shield of the
new and the weak—and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run.

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary’, we offer not a pledge but
a request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction
unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond doubt
can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present
course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alarmed by the
steady spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays
the hand of mankind’s final war.

So let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and .
sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to
negotiate.

Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which
divide us. )

Let both sides, for the first time, formulate sertous and precise proposals for the inspection and
control of arms—and bring the absolute power to destroy other nations under the absolute control of
all nations. |

Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us
explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths. and encourage the arts
and commerce.

Let both sides unite to heed in all corers of the earth the command of Isaiah®—to “undo the
heavy burdens . . . (and) let the oppressed go free.”

And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides join in
creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law, where the strong are
just and the weak secure and the peace preserved. :

All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the first one
thousand days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet.
But let us begin.

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our
course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to give
testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to service
surround the globe.

Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need—not as



a call to battle, though embattled we are—but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle,
year in and year out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation”—a struggle against the common
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East and
West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of
defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility——l
welcome it. 1 do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any
other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can
do for your country. ‘

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we
can do for the freedom of man. .

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same
high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure
reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His
blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be our own.

[INSTRUCTIVE READING )

The legend of John F. Kennedy the martyred president, the glittering leader cut down in his
prime, has obscured the reality of his time in office. Although he served in the office for less than
three years, the legacy engraved on the American memory is far out of proportion to his actual
political achievements. “John F. Kennedy was more important dead than alive,” notes historian
Michael Kazin. “Of no other president in the twentieth century could that blunt judgment be made.”
Even though Kennedy barely won the 1960 election, defeating Vice President Richard Nixon by a
tiny margin, in a poll taken after his assassination a large majority of voters claimed they had voted
for him, Beyond the president himself are the many members of the Kennedy dynasty—his brothers,
wife, and son—their glamour, wealth and beauty shadowed by doom. It has become a truism that
the Kennedys are the US national equivalent of royalty or the princely families of Greek drama.

Kennedy’s election to the presidency in 1960 at the age of 43 is a watershed in American
politics. He was the first Catholic to serve in the office, the first president born in the 20th century,
the youngest at the time of his election, and the first fully to master the medium of television, both
during the campaign and after. The first year of his administration was plagued by setbacks in
foreign relations—the disastrous Bay of Pigs attack on Cuba by anti-Castro forces and an
unsuccessful meeting with Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. But the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, -
where the United States faced down the Soviet Union and forced it to withdraw nuclear weapons
from Cuba, marked a denouement in the Cold War. July of 1963 saw the signing of the Nuclear Test
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Ban Treaty, an agreement to end testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. While American
involvement in Vietnam grew during the Kennedy administration, no combat forces were
committed, and the debate about whether the president would have withdrawn from the conflict that
escalated after his death, may never be fully resolved.

Kennedy’s Inaugural Address sums up, in words that still resonate in American memory, the
ideals and vitality of the young president whose promise was left tragically unfulfilled.

“Let the word go forth from this time and place’, to fi‘iehd ani foe alike, that the torch has been
passed to a new generation of Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a
hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage. '

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe in order to assure the survival and
success of liberty.

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can
do for your country.”

[LANGUAGE POINTS])

1. We observe today ... as well as change: & Bl FE A/, R HEAEHCREEZERLENE
KEX: EMUENREREREMTIEMNRERIMR (victory of party), T HERE B IR
(celebration of freedom); fKIFRIRRIMEFE T — B B ACERZEH /RIS R (an end), %
HEEF — REERAFFE5(a beginning); AL, HGEEALE T AT (renewal), & B #
(change) ¥ R FEHR . '

2. solemn oath: XER[/AMPBGIHERKEEERF, FHARTE: “BRETEE: RER
SEHBITRERZMIRE, REBERKHZIREY . #P0EH R4 xERE.”

3. the belief that the rights of man ... hand of God: 3|8 (MIEE)Y (Declaration of
Independence), B “BATAAXLHBEATEHH: ANEMFE, HHRRTFT—HR
AT RF IR, @E%ﬁﬂiﬁ\ B HANE K AR KPR 7. -

4. To those old allies ... split asunder: HBEEHEFPIARMER, mBHIR. Fisr
HE. AAgkER. RRERNESNERDBHELREHHE. old allies I ALFE R #H
BeE, HHAEBLSXERXRMATGEER, mEE. X, AT EHELS, .
HIEESRA AT FIRFE R SCIIE, S HEE. PO REEHES%, B
Hnag X E K R .

5. To those new states ... who are rich: /Bl &I LEFMIIMER, R B, HE
EMPGMETIARERAI ™ LEE.

6. To our sister republics ... of its own house: /Bl [1 3 [ LARF IR L [H K AE 1 38, F017)
FEX” FH—#. EELSENMNAREERNES, RLERPE, SREDH sister —
W, BERRFERE, XHEBREMT2ERER.

7. to those nations who would make themselves our adversary: HAbHE L FFEE A B L E X
HX. FREEARNPINFERSTHEEXER, HZHh “—OoEMRIETHE

En



K7, .

8. the command of Isaiah: LAFET B ATCHT 8 L LIBFIMHE K. (F&£ - 1BL) B (LIFE
WY W=, wifeEadaEa+/\E: “@RTENHAHE-EFHEEER
Y=
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Yysy o FEHARE « 5 RIM(1917—1963) BEEE 35 8%, ETEHEEEM. SURYH
k. SREESHMET, BRRIREENES. SRBAYZIIRIFVHE, THET
MRS AATIRE R .. RN AEMMSRFNFRER, M- EN, ZFR
i, 37 EEBAEMA ML E R 1960 ESMBLFTE, iR “FriiB” HREDS,
BEERERAR. 2FRE. REFEMFEZANTSIFHRH M, RAUBBHIRBEEIL
MEBEEAR TR, MEANEEHE ERFENER. LGSR E—DIWmE, ERTHR
BE T EEANRE OB EE. 1962 4, MR RT HESFEEN. Rz,
WMBATE TS TRIRES, REEBE, FHRT KX 10EZANRBES. 1963F 11 H, %4
f Al R F M B R, BRSBTS, F465.

1961 461 A 20 H, XM EEHE ERFEALALE, TN 43 SR EREERERN
B BT LI ARRE T ARRBUER, RATARMNPZEENBGES. WithREL
H—a)E “AEEREEEE R A, MERRIRIEEERTA” , 250874
£

B, HRBRAETEERETSE. BdH, RAAMKBIGES. mm%“Aﬁ##x
ABUFEER T, TR LEHE” KEE, A ABNZEELEAM, HEaER &
FokE “ANETFE” FEEER. ZF@E%“&mmﬁ%ﬁ%LﬁmE%” HEE
THHNEAB, YA PHRETERIBIKE.

HRMEEER T REMICER. TR, RXER “Z2E7 , EERIE “UBKR
2", BERMIASGEREGY; T —SHXHOEK, EENEFE “EAiL—F
RAMBERARHEKE, HRZ USRS —MEIREEMORE” , DUbRRBIXSBER, T
ok Dy IR H X ER, EERNEFEMNIABERALEXEE, ME “BREPMOATA
BHEH” ;. BEMSASBETHSGEX, FEACENNERFAL B0t HEEHW
BREICLURB N E W& EXEEK.
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I HAVE A DREAM

Martin Luther King

I am happy to join with you: today in what will go down in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. _

Five score years agol, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a
joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. .

But 100 years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is
still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred
years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material
prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society
and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we’ve come here today to dramatize a shameful
condition. ,

In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s capital to cash a check®. When the architects of our
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they
were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise
that all men—yes, black men as well as white men—would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people
a bad check, a check that has come back marked “insufficient funds.”

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great vaults of oppoi'tunity of this nation. And so we’ve come to cash this
check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and security of justice.

We have also come to his hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This
is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism.
Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and
desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation
from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make
Justice a reality for all of God’s children.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering
summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of
freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end but a beginning. Those who hoped that the
Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation
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returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest nor tranquility in Amenica until the Negro 18
granted his citizenship nghts. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our
nation until the bright day of justice emerges.

But there 1s something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold which
leads 1nto the palace of justice. In the process of ganing our nightful place we must not be guilty of
wrongful deeds.* Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of
bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and
disciphine. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and
again we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The marvelous
new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all white
people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to
realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to realize that their
freedom 1s nextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot walk alone.

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. We cannot turn
back. There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, “When will you be satisfied?” We
can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police
brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot
gain lodging 1n the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as
long as the Negro’s basic mobility 1s from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied
as long as our children are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating “for
whites only.” We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro 1n Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro m
New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied and we will not be
satisfied until justice rolls down like waters dnd righteousness like a mighty stream.’

1 am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some
of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells.®

Some of you have come from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by storms
of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative
suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia,
go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that
somehow this situation can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despaur. I say to
you today my friends—so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, 1 still have a
dream. It 1s a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of 1ts creed:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons
of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
Justice



