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HISTORICAL

Although there was some question at the Fourth International Catecholamine Sympos-
ium (4 CA) (Asilomar; September 17-22, 1978) whether or not there could/should be a Fifth
Symposium, there is no question that it was most appropriate to hold the meeting in Sweden
and, in particular, in Géteborg—the scientific home of Arvid Carlsson, Annica Dahlstrém,
Jorgen Engel, and other eminent catecholaminologists. There is little question that the
meeting was a success from a quantitative point of view. Qualitative success is obviously a
subjective matter—to be determined by the individual attendees, and the individual readers
of these proceedings’ volumes. Personally, I feel the meeting was most valuable on the basis
of the high degree of acceptance by invited plenary and symposia speakers and on the basis
that in spite of insufficient travel support the projected attendance of 600 was passed—by
about 250! Countries represented included the following: Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, France,
German Democratic Republic, Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxem-
bourg, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, People’s Republic of China, Poland, Portu-
gal, Singapore, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, United Kingdom, United States
of America, Yugoslavia.

The length of time between International Catecholamine Symposia varies. Thus, the First
Symposium was held in Bethesda, Maryland, October 16-18, 1958. About seven years later,
2 CA was held July 4-9, 1969, in Milan. Italy. There was a span of eight years before the
Third Symposium was held in Strasbourg, France (May 20-25, 1973). The timing between
the Third and Fourth Symposia was five years as was that between the Fourth and Fifth
Symposia. By a unanimous vote of a Committee of the Whole at 5 CA, it was decided that 6
CA will be held in Jerusalem, Israel (in about four years). Dr. Robert Haim Belmaker was
chosen as Chairman of the Local Committee and I was chosen as Executive Secretary of 6
CA. Haim Belmaker or/and I would appreciate hearing from interested catecholaminologists.

PUBLICATION

It is impossible to satisfy the preferences of everyone. The Strasbourg proceedings were
type-set; participants were allocated varying amounts of space for their manuscripts; discus-
sions were summarized by assigned reporters. The Organizers determined who would receive
how much space. Democracy was the key-word for the Asilomar proceedings: almost everyone
was assigned three pages of camera-ready manuscript (the only exceptions were a few
plenary keynote speakers). The number of papers required two enormous volumes (each over
1,000 pages). There were many complaints that three pages represented, essentially, a
slightly extended abstract rather than a paper.

For the Géteborg meeting, we have adopted yet another format: only the plenary and
symposia talks are published here-but these are published in extenso. In addition, the
chairmen of voluntary paper sessions were given the option of summarizing some of the
more interesting items in their sessions. We recognize that there are significant differences
between the needs of a meeting and the needs of a publication. The manuscripts are not
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arranged as they were at the meeting, but rather in what we feel is the most logical
arrangement. In turn, the papers are grouped into three volumes (available separately or as
a set): A. Basic and Peripheral Mechanisms; B. Neuropharmacology and Central Nervous
System—Theoretical Aspects; C. Neuropharmacology and Central Nervous System—Thera-
peutic Aspects. There are certain redundancies: complete Table of Contents and Index are
included in each volume, as are Abbreviations. Thus, each volume is an entity; on the other
hand, owners of one volume will, hopefully, see intriguing entries in the Table of Contents
or Subject Index which will impel them to buy the other volumes (e.g., Merton Sandler’s

closing remarks are contained only in Volume III).
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