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UNIT 1

STARTING
'OUT IN A
CAREER




CHAPTER 1

A Dentist?
Oh, No!

Dr. Kazumi Funamoto, dentist

‘GETTING READY 10 READ

Talk with a partner or in a small group.

1. How often do you go to the dentist?

2. How do you feel about going to the dentist?

3. How many years of schooling does a dentist need?
4. Is being a dentist a good job? Tell why or why not.
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READING

Look at the words and pictures next to the reading. Then read without
stopping. Don’t worry about new words. Don’t stop to use a dictionary.
Just keep reading!

A Dentist? Oh, No!

When people ask Kazumi Funamoto, “What do you
do?” she answers, “I'm a dentist.” Then she watches for the
look on their faces. The same thing almost always happens.

s 1 « 512 . » 1 a dentist's drill
She can see that they are thinking, “I don’t like dentists.” She
understands how they feel. They are thinking about needles
and drills' and pain. 2 ease = make fa

problem) smaller

Kazumi does not want her patients to be afraid. She
or not so bad

takes time to talk to them and ease? their fears. She tells
them, “It’s going to be OK. I'm going to be as gentle as I can.

I don’t like pain myself!” She always explains what she is 3 an interpreter = a
going to do. She helps her patients feel calm and relaxed. person who
5 s s . . repeats someone’s
When she was a child, Kazumi did not like going to the words in another
dentist. She never expected to become one herself. She used language

to think about becoming an interpreter.?> She was interested
in other languages, and she liked talking to people from
other countries. Kazumi chose a different career, but
communication is still a big part of her job. She needs to
talk with her patients and with the people who work in her

4 a medical

technician = a
worker who
knows how to use

office. They need to understand each other well. - machines or do
Growing up, Kazumi talked about careers with her aunt. gzs::(;:at help
She says, “My aunt was a medical technician,* and she had a
big influence on me.” This aunt sometimes took Kazumi to
work with her. Kazumi liked being in the lab.’ There were > a lab = (short for)
doctors and technicians working there. She liked watching a laboratory, a
and listening to them. toom Whete
scientists do
In college, Kazumi had to get braces® on her teeth. “That careful tests

was no fun, but the results were wonderful!” she says. Then
she started to think about becoming a dentist. So, she spent
some time helping in a dentist’s office. She learned what a
dentist’s job was like. This experience helped her make up
her mind. She decided to go to dental school after college.

Today, Kazumi feels great about her career. She gives ® braces
three reasons why she is glad to be a dentist. First of all, she

continued
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knows that she makes her mother happy. Her mother is glad
that Kazumi can support herself. She told her daughter,
“You won’t have to depend on a husband. Good for you!””
Kazumi also likes working with her hands. A dentist needs a
gentle touch and great control of very small movements. “I
think I have good hands for this kind of work,” she says.
Finally, she likes learning new things. As a dentist, she
learns from experience and from talking with her boss. At
the end of the day, they often talk about difficult cases. She
asks him questions about problems that come up with her
patients’ teeth, and she gets his advice. Kazumi says, “I feel
like I’'m growing each and every day.”

7 Good for you! =
said to show you
are happy about
something that
someone did

Quick Comprehension Check
Read these sentences. Circle T (true) or F (false).
1. All her life, Kazumi Funamoto wanted to be a dentist.
She doesn’t usually talk to her patients.
She used to go to work with her aunt.
Kazumi’s mother is happy that Kazumi is a dentist.

Kazumi works alone.

S @ oR W N
H =3 4 4 A4 A

She is happy to be a dentist.

EXPLORING VOCABULARY
Thinking about the Vocabulary

Guessing Meaning from Context

We use words in a context. The context of a word is the words and sentences
before and after it. These other words help you guess a word’s meaning. For
example, look at the context of boss:

As a dentist, she learns from experience and from talking with her boss. At
the end of the day, they often talk about difficult cases. She can ask him
questions about problems that come up with her patients’ teeth, and she
gets his advice.

The context of boss tells you this is a person and it is someone at work. A boss
can answer questions and give advice. Boss means the person who gives
someone a job or tells a worker what to do.
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Look at the target words and phrases. Which ones are new to you? Circle
them here and in the reading.

Target Words and Phrases

What do you do? (paragraph 1) interested (3) support (6)
needles (1) career (3) movements (6)
fears (2) communication (3) boss (6)

gentle (2) influence (4) cases (6)

calm (2) make up her mind (5) come up (6)
relaxed (2)

Read “A Dentist? Oh, No!” again. Look at the context of each new word and phrase.
Can you guess the meaning?

Using the Vocabulary

These sentences are about the reading. Complete them with the words
and phrases in the box.

career cases come up fear gentle influence
interested in  make up her mind movements relaxed support
1. Many people have a fear of dentists. They are afraid of

going to see a dentist.

2. Kazumi says, “I'm going to be as as I can.” This means

she will be very careful in the way she touches her patient.

3. She doesn’t want her patients to be nervous. She wants them to feel

4. Kazumi liked learning about other languages. She was

them.

5. First she thought about a as an interpreter. Then she
decided on a different kind of work.

6. Kazumi learned from her aunt while she was growing up. Her aunt had a

big on her.

7. After college, Kazumi needed to decide on a career. She had to

8. As a dentist, she makes enough money to live. She can
herself.
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9. When Kazumi’s hands are in a patient’s mouth, she needs to move them

carefully. She has to use very small

10. Sometimes patients have special problems with their teeth. Kazumi talks

about these difficult with her boss.

11. “Problems that " are problems that happen, often

suddenly, when someone isn’t ready for them.

LE‘These sentences use the target words and phrases in new contexts.
Complete them with the words and phrases in the box.

came up career cases fear gentle

interested in  made up my mind mevementss relaxed support

influence

He needs a job so that he can himself and his family.

The doctor tested the ___movements _ of my eyes: up, down, left, and right.

They’re lying on the beach listening to music. They look very

He had a 50-year-long in business.

They aren’t money. They don’t care about it.

It was hard to choose which shoes to buy, but finally I

I like the new president. He’ll have a good on the country.

e I AN U T o

couldn’t.
9. Be careful with the baby! You must be with babies.

10. of flying is common. Many people won't get on a

plane.

11. In some the dentist has to pull a tooth out, but

sometimes the dentist can save a tooth.

He planned to leave work early, but something so he

LFRead these sentences. Write the boldfaced target words or phrases next to

their definitions.

a. A family needs good communication. People have to talk to each other.
b. You work for the college, right? What do you do? Do you teach?

c. Police and firefighters must stay calm so that they can think clearly.

d. A doctor uses a needle to give someone a shot of medicine or a drug.

e. The boss let the workers leave early.
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Target Words/Phrases Definitions

1. boss = the person who gives you a job or tells you what to do

= What is your job?

= a very thin piece of steel

= relaxed, not angry or nervous

e

= giving and getting information (by speaking, writing,
and so on)

A syringe with a needle A sewing needle

Building on the Vocabulary

Studying Word Grammar

The parts of speech are the different kinds of words, such as nouns, verbs, and
adjectives. A noun is a word for:

a person dentist, aunt, Kazumi

a place home, school, Africa

a thing tooth, book, Volkswagen
an idea time, education, music

Most nouns are common nouns (such as dentist, home, tooth). A proper noun
starts with a capital letter and names one special person (Kazumi), place (Africa),
or thing (Volkswagen).

I:6|There are one, two, or three nouns in each sentence. Circle the nouns.
She has good with the on her

Are you afraid of needles?

The police are working on a difficult case.

The boss is moving into a new office.

Did his family have an influence on his career?

John is going to the airport by bus.

Nooow s e op

My friend is in Australia right now.
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6 Write the nouns from Part A. Some nouns can go in more than one place.

Nouns are words for:

People Places Things Ideas

players team communication

DEVELOPING YOUR SKILLS '

Scanning

Sometimes you need to find a piece of information in a reading. To do this,
you scan the reading. Scan means to read very quickly and look for just the
information you need.

Read these statements about “A Dentist? Oh, No!” Scan the reading for
the information you need to complete them.

1. Kazumi tells her patients, “I'm going to be as gentle as | can ”

2. Kazumi also thought about a career as an

3. Communication is important in her work. She needs to talk with

and

4. Kazumi had two experiences that helped her decide on a career as a
dentist: first, ; then,

5. Kazumi gives three reasons for liking her work: a.
b. and

C.

Thinking about the Main Idea

6 A reading is about someone or something. That person or thing is the topic of
the reading.

What is the topic of “A Dentist? Oh, No!”? Circle 1, 2, or 3.
1. Going to the dentist
2. A dentist and her family

@ Kazumi Funamoto and her career
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%—lThe main idea of a reading is the most important information about the topic.
What is the main idea of the reading in this chapter? Circle 1, 2, or 3.

1. Kazumi Funamoto knows that people don’t like to go to the dentist.

2. A dentist needs to have good hands and a gentle touch to help patients stay
calm.

3. Kazumi Funamoto didn’t always plan to be a dentist, but now she is happy
in that career.

Discussion

Talk about these questions with a partner.
1. How did Kazumi’s aunt have an influence on her?

2. Who had the biggest influence on you when you were a child? Who has an
influence on you now?

3. Name five to ten jobs in which a person works with his or her hands.
Would you like any of these jobs? Explain.

Using New Words

These questions use some of the target words and phrases. Ask and
answer these questions with a partner. Then tell the class something
about your partner.

1. Is it sometimes hard for you to make up your mind? When?

When you pick up a newspaper or magazine, what are you interested in?
Would you like a career as a dentist? Why or why not?

How would you finish this sentence? A good boss is a person who . . .
What do you do to stay calm and relaxed at difficult moments?

U S

Writing
Write a paragraph about a time when you had to make an important
decision. Answer these questions:
¢ What did you decide? Why?
¢ Did anyone have an influence on your decision?
¢ How do you feel about your decision now?
Example:
My big decision in life was to come to the United States with my family. My

husband and | made this decision together. We wanted to do it for our children. It
wasn't easy because we had no other family here. Now | am glad we came.



