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Unit ﬂ i

Significant Events

1. Magna Carta

From the title, discuss what you think the passage is about.

Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

vassals barons exiled reinterpreted
exploited granting interference judicial
despotically preamble nobles impartiality
rebellious deprived (of) scarcely

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.
1. When did King John of England sign an important document?

2. What is the other name for the Magna Carta?
3.How many articles does the Magna Carta consist of? Which ariticle is con31dered the

most important?

You are now going to hear a few sentences from the passage. Fill in the missing words.

1.King John of England signed a document that is considered today the of the
1



system in the English-speaking world.

2.King John was not popular withhis___ vassals because he exploited them
and__ despotically.

3. The church was not any better.

4. A group of rebellious barons met King John at Runnymede, a outside
London. g

5. This document, known as the Magna Carta or consists of a
and articles.

6.No freeman can be arrested, imprisoned, deprived of exiled or “in any
way destroyed” except by the lawful judgment of his or by the law of the
land.

7. In later years, the articles of the Magna Carta were reinterpreted to
constitutional government and impartiality for all.

A few sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read two times.

Try to write down what you hear.

1.

2.
3.
4. Many countries, including the United States and Canada, used the Magna Carta

Proper Names

Listen and learn the following proper names used in the passage.

King John of England Runnymede Great Charter
Philip II of France Magna Carta

Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your own words.

Why has the signing of Magna Carta been considered a very important event in

history?
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2. China’s First Agricultural Revolution

I‘ﬂf;«g'  Predicting

From the title, discuss what you think the passage is about.

Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

replete (with) misrule to stock cane
soybean long-stagnant rice paddies reforestation
cultivation _staple food cash crops naval fleet
surpassed rotation indigo

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.

1. When, according to the report, did China experience a revolution in agriculture that

far surpassed its earlier progress?

2.How long was the period?
3. What was China’s staple food then?
4.In what year was a massive reforestation program launched by the Chinese Emperor

Hongwu?

You are going to hear a few sentences from the passage. Fill in the missing words.

1. China’s five thousand-year history is replete with in agriculture,
from fish farming to soybean ' .

2.The Ming Dynasty emperor, Hongwu, to repair the damage done to
China’s economy by years of Mongol :

3. The Ming leader introduced a higher-yielding Southeast Asian rice :

4.He directed farmers to practice rotation to make their fields more productive

and ’
5. Peasants were shown how to their rice paddies with fish, to fertilize the rice

3
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and provide a second food
6. And farmers were to plant cash crops—like cotton, indigo and cane—

to satisfy a export market.
7. They provided food and fuel for fast-growing cities and,

the country’s new naval fleet.

the timber for

~ Dictation
A few sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read two times.
Try to write down what you hear.

:
2.
3. Emperor Hongwu’s most ambitious effort was
4.In all, the agricultural revolution of 1370 to 1400 laid the foundation for one of

China’s greatest economic expansions,

Listen and learn the following proper names used in the passage.

the Ming Dynasty Emperor Hongwu

ening 2

Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your own words.

What important steps were taken by the Ming leader to boost China’s economy?

3. The Renaissance

From the title, discuss what you think the passage is about.
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Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

renewed depicted botany
motto attest (to) geology
excelled (at, in) astronomy _ sanitation
portraiture anatomy diverse

I‘% 2t ‘Task Listening 1

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.

1. When was the time of the Renaissance?
2. Where did it first start?
3. Who was the towering example of the Renaissance?
4. Who was considered the best modern example of “Renaissance man?”

|4 ®  Listening for Details

You are going to hear a few sentences from the passage. Fill in the missing words.

1. The people who lived in Italy and northern Europe during the and
centuries were the first people to think of themselves as belonging to an

2.Da Vinci excelled at portraiture, a new art that depicted people as

3. His painting of the Mona Lisa the most famous portrait ever

4.But Leonardo was also a skilled and engineer, who designed a
helicopter and airplane, long before those inventions were ever built.

5.Hundreds of and thousands of pages in his notebooks attest to his

interest in astronomy, anatomy, botany, geology, and, mathematics.

6.Since the Renaissance, the term “Renaissance man” has been to others,
who like Leonardo da Vinci, excelled in many fields.

7.He, too, was a musician and architect, as well as ~_, philosopher,
writer and third President of the United States.

- Dictation
A few sentences from the passage will be dictated, with each sentence being read two times.
Try to write down what you hear.

1.




Listen and learn the following proper names used in the passage.

the Renaissance Leonardo da Vinci Thomas Jefferson
the Middle Ages the Mona Lisa  Renaissance man

Listen to the passage again and try to answer the following question in your own words.

What is the meaning of the term “Renaissance man?”

4. The Industrial Revolution

From the title, discuss what you think the passage is about.

L

Study the following words that will help you understand the passage.

steam engines groundwork mobility
metallurgy preceding negative
textile nutrition

hallmarks be poised (for)

I@‘ " Task Listening 1

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions briefly.

1. When did the Industrial Revolution take place? Where?




