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Introduction «» English Firsthand students

Dear Students,

Welcome

to English Firsthand. We hope you make a lot of progress in your English class.

Here are some ideas for using this course.

)
6

Listening You are going to try many different types of listening activities.
Remember, you don’t need to understand every word. First, think about meaning.
And think about the task.

Conversation You will practice different kinds of conversations. This practice will
help you when you make your own conversations. Be sure to try the new vocabulary.
Then add your own ideas.

- Duet In this course, you will often work with a partner. In this section, do the task

together. Try to use English only. Use the Language maps and Pronunciation boxes
for help. When you finish, go on to the Challenge task.

- Language check Think about the new vocabulary and grammar in every unit. It is

important to review and practice at home.

- Ensemble Group work gives you a chance to talk about your ideas with your class-

mates. Use “Plan ahead” to think about what you want to say. Try to give long
answers. Make sure that your partners understand your ideas.

- S0l0 This section focuses on self-expression in writing. First, think about the Solo

reading. Then, write about your own life, ideas and experiences. You can use the Solo
as a model.

During class, try to be active. Participate in every activity. Remember, you learn English by
using English.

Class is important, but you need to work on your own, too. Here are some ways:

Use the Internet. Visit www.efcafe.com. (It's free!)
Use the self-study CD. Do the “On your own” tasks.

The more you practice, the more you'll improve.

Use the “It's up to you” ideas at the end of each unit
Look for chances to use English.
Decide that you will be an English user.

You can do it!

Good luck.
The authors — Marc Helgesen, Steve Brown, Tom Mandeville



Introduction 1o engiish Firsthand teachers

Dear Teachers,

Welcome to English Firsthand! We hope you and your students enjoy using this course. And
we hope your students learn a lot and become active learners.

As you know, every textbook is based on beliefs about how people learn. English Firsthand
believes that students learn best by really communicating in English.

People learn English by using English.

For this reason, there is a lot of interaction in English Firsthand. There are also a lot of person-
alized tasks. You will find that these tasks enable the students to share their own ideas and
experiences as their confidence in their English skills grows.

English Firsthand is designed to meet the needs of students from the beginner or false
beginner level to a lower intermediate level. The course provides a total of 40-60 hours of
classwork. Additional material is provided in the Teacher’s Manual and on the English
Firsthand website, efcafe.com.

We hope you enjoy teaching English with English Firsthand. We believe that your enjoyment
of the course will help your students also!

Unit overview

Listening
@ This section helps learners develop a range of listening skills including global listen-
ing, identifying specific information and making inferences.
* Getting ready: a warm-up task that prepares students by previewing and
activating language and ideas.
* Listening Tasks: two meaning-oriented tasks based on the same input.
* About You: personalized questions and information exchange.

Conversation
This section is based on a short, functional dialog that learners practice with a partner.
* Main conversation: a short exchange showing a common conversation function.
* Vocabulary options: choices to build flexibility.
* 3-minute conversation task: an extension to help learners talk about their
own ideas, beginning in Unit 5.

Duet
These pair work tasks are the heart and soul of English Firsthand. They begin with
information gaps and move on to include experience and opinion gaps.
* Language Map or Pronunciation box: Each task begins with clear models to
preview essential language.




¢ Plan ahead: an important fluency step to help learners preview the task and
plan what they want to say.

¢ Communication task: an information exchange, with a clear outcome, that
students complete in pairs.

* Challenge: an extension task for students who complete the main task.

@ Language Check
Each unit provides a review of grammar and vocabulary. Coming in the middle of the
unit, it lets learners consolidate their learning as they continue through the unit.
* Grammar check: a review of key grammar patterns.
* Vocabulary check: a review of key lexical items.
* 5-minute grammar search: an awareness activity to encourage students to scan
the entire unit, beginning in Unit 7.

Ensemble
This group work activity helps learners build fluency and confidence.
* Language Map or Pronunciation box: clear models for reference during the
activity. _
* Plan ahead: an important planning step to help learners develop more complex
language.
* Communication exchange: simple, step-by-step instructions to focus students
on communicating their ideas.
* Finished? Choose one: an extension step that leads toward learner autonomy.

Solo
Each unit ends with a short reading and writing activity.
* Personal reading: a short passage based on the life of one of the Solo characters.
* Comprehension task: a review of key vocabulary.
* Personal writing: a short task for students to present their own ideas and
experiences.

Other features include:
* Unit zero: an orientation unit that helps learners clarify why and how they are

learning English. It begins with a student icebreaker so there’s communication
from the start!

* Review units: after Units 6 and 12 to consolidate vocabulary, grammar and
language functions.

* Unit summaries: at the back of the book, to help learners review.

* A free self-study CD: Listening Task dialogs, About You questions,
Conversations and Solo readings.

» www.efcafe.com: the highly acclaimed course website with discussion boards,
extra resources and useful links for teachers and students.



Contents

Unit Zero
Warm-up activity Find someone who ...
Learner training Think about your learning

‘Unit 1 It’s nice to meet you.
Listening Meeting new people
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pages 8 - 11
Learning strategies It's up to you!
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Language check Using adjectives to compare things, shopping
Ensemble Shop talk

Solo My favorite store
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Listening Following instructions

Conversation How does this work?

Duet Following instructions

Language check Giving instructions, instructions
Ensemble First ...then ... and after that ...

Solo How do I do it?
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o Welcome 1o Engllsh Flrsthand

Language Map
Can you (speak two languages? / do 10 pushups?) Yes, | can. / No, | can’t.
Are you (happy today? / shy?) Yes, | am. / No, I'm not.

Do you (like spicy food? / have a pet?) Yes, | do. / No, | don’t.

Find someone who...
Meet your classmates. Ask other students the questions.
When someone says, “yes,” write the name on the line. -

1= 2% - 4.
is very happy today. has a pet. likes spicy food. likes to cook.
Are you...? Do you have....7 Doyou...7 Do you like ...?
5 6. 5 8.
is shy. can do 20 pushups. uses the Internet a lot. speaks two languages.
Are you...? Can you...? Doyou..? Can you...?
9. 10. FE 12.
is from a big family. can sing karaoke well. is from a small town. is sleepy today.
Are you...? Are you...?

Are you from ...? Canyou...?

cw

Are yOU
Do you - Were 22 flave you3



Getting started Think about your learning. o gepeo

Why are you taking this class? Check (v) all of your reasons.

[ To take a test. L Learning English is fun.
! To make friends. ] To travel.
| For my job (now or in the future). [ To get into another school, class, etc.
"I Thave to take this class. Someone (my L] To understand English songs, movies, etc.
parents, the school, my boss, etc.) says I = :
shiould "] Foreign language study is part of a good
' education.

] So I can understand other cultures and

people. "I No special reason. I'm just taking it.

(] Other reasons:

What is your most important reason? Circle it.



‘m It S Up tO yOUI ) Clssroom co1

What do you do to improve your English? Check (v) the things you do.
Which should you do more often? Circle them.

% In class
@ [ ] Try to give long answers and extra information in class.

[ ] Speak only English during class activities.

wow [ Try to understand things in English.

@ D Other ideas

Out of class

" | Do extra practice activities or homework outside of class.

\A " | Read “easy English” books or magazines.
)@gl&&{ " | Meet a friend to practice speaking English.

" D Listen to or sing English songs and really think about the meaning.

—
| Writetoa “key pal” (an Internet pen pal).
sy

(&ﬁ [] Keep a diary or journal in English.
b O [ ] Try to use or remember new English words outside of class.
% [ ] “Talk to yourself” in English.

Q\ﬂ D Look for chances to use English.

é; D Review the lesson before the next class.

- L] Use the Internet to practice. (Try the English Firsthand Café. www.efcafe.com)

@'7} || Other ideas

Choose one way that you want to try. It can be an idea from this lesson or another idea.
Which one will you try before the next class?

Write it here:
When will you try it?

10



Your teacher’s name
Find out more about your teacher. Ask questions. Write at least 3 things.

Where are you from? What do you do in your free time?
Who ..? What..? When..? Where..? Why..?

About this class
Ask about these things. Write your teacher’s ideas.

* homework Will we have homework?

* attendance Do we have to be here every time? What should we do if we miss class?

e using English in class  Should we speak only English?

e using my native language in class Is it OK to use sometimes?
(your first language)

e Other advice:

0@ Something to think about
There are many things that can help you learn English. |
o your teacher e other students you talk to

¢ the activities you do e this textbook

These things can help, but ... you are the one who is learning English.
No one can learn for you. To learn English, use English.

Yau can do it!

1N



unit 1

0 Meet you.

s nice t

Listening Meeting new people @ sy’

Getting ready

Here are some ways to ask a person’s name.
Check (v) the ones you know.

. What’s your name?

' I don’t think we’ve met.

| Hello, I'm Chris.

Here are some ways to ask about people.
' What do you do?
. Where do you work?
' Are you a student?
| Are you from around here?

Introduce yourself to three people.
Write their names:

Hello! i

My name is

12



Listening Tasks

First Listening
William is having a party. Some guests are meetmg for the first time.
Check (v) the names you hear.
140 e __ David |
/ Jean i Daniel f 3. __ James ___Soon Oh
B : __ Jake ___Hee Soon
jobs:
jobs:
s Riek __ Sarah
Lo en ___ Stephanie

Second Listening
What do they do? Write the jobs.
student teacher mechanic (Q j .
( ) .
translator accountant office worker About You )uisten.
. Answer the questions about yourself.
engineer L I'm
25
3.
4.
ORI Self-Study CD tracks 1-4 Now compare with a partner.
" , ) ] Can you remember the questions?
Listen to the conversations again. How many questions do you hear? \ -

13



