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To the Instructor

We decided to write this introductory text when
we found that, using existing texts, it was diffi-
cult to motivate our students without skimping
on important concepts. From our more than
three decades of teaching experience we have
noticed that students responded favorably to
ethnographic accounts based upon fieldwork.
Therefore, a fundamental feature of our pre-
sentation is the integration of ethnographic data
with analysis throughout the text to clearly —
and interestingly — document the scientific
process that is the basis of the anthropological
study of human behavior.

Carefully abridged ethnographic accounts
written by professional anthropologists, as well
as original and unpublished ethnographic data
from the authors' own field research, begin
each chapter. These accounts introduce stu-
dents to the basic scientific material of cultural
anthropology and to its technical vocabulary.
We chose ethnographies that reflect the diver-
gent and world wide interests of cultural
anthropologists. These range from descrip-
tions of the subsistence patterns of a New
Guinea Highland tribe (Chapter 3) to the study
of female impersonators in the United States
(Chapter 13), from the dedication of a bridge in
South Africa (Chapter 2) to the celebration of a
birthday party for a bridge connecting New
Jersey and Pennsylvania (Chapter 2). In addi-
tion to standard ethnographies, historical
sources have been tapped for their descrip-
tions. An account of the encounter with the Bu-
ganda king by a British traveler more than one
hundred years ago opens Chapter 7, and a de-

scription of a Maori revolt against British au-
thority a century ago introduces the topic of
social change (Chapter 12). In Chapter 5 we
have selected an unusual format, a play script
to begin the chapter. This play, based upon an
actual incident in the lives of a group of Tlingit
Indians, introduces the importance of kinship in
an innovative way. Language and culture
(Chapter 11) begins with a description of lan-
guage acquisition by a fieldworker’'s son who
accompanied him to a tribal area of India.
These opening ethnographic accounts are
the basis for the general discussion in the
chapter. From Chapter 3 on, a tripartite divi-
sion — ethnography, contextual analysis, and
comparative perspective — takes the student
from specific data to generalization and theo-
retical construct. For instance, Chapter 10
begins with a description of child rearing
among the Ngoni. Their socialization tech-
niques are then discussed in the context of the
history of Ngoni migration and military domina-
tion. In the comparative section various so-
cialization techniques are then described,
generalizations are derived, and theoretical
explanations are explored. This model paral-
lels the process of moving from ethnography to
generalization characteristic of the discipline.
Our initial enthusiasm for the ethnographic
approach has been heightened by the re-
sponses of students and colleagues to earlier
versions of this text. Students' comments and
criticisms as well as those of professional re-
viewers have had an impact upon this final ver-
sion. We believe the changes based upon their
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vi To the Instructor

responses make this one of the best volumes
available for an introductory course in cultural
anthropology.

We have provided a broad coverage of the
field while at the same time incorporating a va-
riety of approaches to enhance the effective-
ness of the text. Included are an extended
discussion of anthropological methods of re-
search and analysis, a systematic presentation
of the mutual interplay of theory and data, an
emphasis on anthropology's contribution to an
understanding of the modern world, and a focus
on the human as well as the institutional aspects
of life.

Since fieldwork is the foundation of ethno-
graphic description, we have provided stu-
dents with a glimpse of both the human and
scientific aspects of this singular method of
data collection. In Chapter 1 a variety of per-
sonalized fieldwork accounts provide insight
into the many problems encountered while
doing fieldwork. Using the material provided a
student can be taken from the initial steps of
defining a research problem and obtaining
funds to the completion of the fieldwork.

Theoretical explanations are among the
most important contributions of anthropologists
to the understanding of human behavior.
Throughout the text theoretical explanations of
particular aspects of behavior are developed.
Chapter 2 provides explanations of the various
theories current in anthropology. Using the in-
cest taboo and the way different theories ex-
plain its universality, we are able to document
the varied approaches of the current major
theoretical positions held by cultural anthropo-
logists. By focusing on fieldwork and theory
early in the book, we feel that students will be
better able to appreciate the scientific under-
pinnings of cultural anthropology. In our later
discussions of subsistence, marriage and the
family, kinship, war, origin of the state, and
mental illness we present various theoretical
positions and critically evaluate them. In teach-

ing, however, we have found that students are
often bewildered by abstract theoretical expla-
nations that are not solidly moored in concrete
empirical data. Therefore, we have tried to at-
tain a balance of theory and data — that combi-
nation that will most clearly convey meaning to
students. For example, Chapter 8 takes a com-
plex arena of human behavior — religion — and
subjects it to a sustained and systematic theo-
retical position derived from the work of Victor
W. Turner. Taking the theoretical position he
developed to explain the religious practices
and beliefs of the Ndembu people of Central
Africa, we show its utility and value in explain-
ing the religious beliefs and practices of other
cultures; from this one specific application, we
hope students will see the usefulness of theory
in enlarging our understanding of human
behavior.

Specific sections of the text are designed
to illustrate the anthropological contribution to
an understanding of the world we live in. Our
contemporary world is to a significant degree
the consequence of five hundred years of Eu-
ropean colonial hegemony. In Chapter 12 we
explore colonialism not as an isolated historical
interlude, but as the framework within which
the social structure of our planet has been
transformed. Social change, for Western cul-
ture as well as for tribal and peasant cultures, is
presented within the context of the colonial ex-
perience. Among the most serious problems
facing our time is the question of war. Interest in
war as a social and cultural phenomenon has
recently emerged in cultural anthropology, and
this new interest is reflected in our extensive
treatment in Chapter 6. We find it perplexing
that although marriage and family are given ex-
tensive coverage in cultural anthropology, the
question of divorce is rarely discussed in intro-
ductory textbooks. As the number of divorces
per year in the United States approaches the
two million mark, it seems incumbent upon cul-
tural anthropologists to make their findings



available to a wider audience. We do this in
Chapter 4. In order to understand the modern
world, material from American and Western so-
ciety has been included as well as the more
traditional data from tribal and peasant society.

Although cultural anthropologists recog-
nize the human aspects of their discipline, this
side of cultural anthropology is rarely de-
scribed to the introductory student. An entire
chapter, Chapter 9, describes the variety of
ways in which people enjoy themselves. In ad-
dition to topics such as food, sex, and games,
actual recipes that can be tried by students are
included in this chapter. The humanistic com-
ponent of cultural anthropology is introduced
throughout the text as well.

There are four parts to the text: Part [, “The
Uniqueness of Cultural Anthropology,” intro-
duces the unique manner in which cultural
anthropologists collect and analyze data about
human behavior in diverse cultural settings.
Part II, "Dimensions of Social Behavior," looks
at the ways in which people in different cultures
order their lives. “Learning the System,” Part
111, explores the processes of acquiring culture
and how cultures change. In Part IV, "Retro-
spect and Prospect,” we look at cultural an-
thropology within the context of a changing
world. By beginning with data collection and
analysis we provide a foundation for under-
standing and evaluating the substantive find-
ings of the field. By concluding with a view of
the future of cultural anthropology, we are able
to identify its enduring qualities as a scientific
and humanistic inquiry into the human
condition.

Within the text specific teaching aids are
used to enhance its effectiveness. Key terms
and important concepts are italicized in the text
for easy reference. Each chapter concludes
with a world map indicating the location of all
groups discussed in that chapter. In addition
maps on the inside front and back covers show
the locations of all peoples discussed in the
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text. Maps provide information that students
should acquire as part of their introduction to
cultural anthropology. Each chapter ends with a
concise summary and a list of the key terms
mtroduced. The terms are listed in the order in
which they appear within the text, thus provid-
ing a skeleton framework for chapter review.
Definitions of terms and concepts can be found
within each chapter and in the comprehensive
glossary at the end of the book. An annotated
suggested readings list at the end of each
chapter provides readily available material that
students can use as a starting point for infor-
mation about specific areas of anthropological
work. A reference bibliography at the back of
the book identifies the sources used in writing
the text. It can be used by those students wish-
ing to explore more advanced topics in anthro-
pology or who are given assignments requiring
reading and research.

An instructor's manual has been prepared
to accompany the text. It contains more than
700 test items. We believe that the enthnogra-
phic emphasis of the text can be strengthened
through the use of ethnographic films. There-
fore, we include in the manual a selected and
annotated list of films to supplement each
chapter.
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To the Student

A basic challenge you'll face in an introductory
anthropology course is becoming familiar with
what appears to be a bewildering variety of
tribal and peasant groups. Cultural and social
groups are to cultural anthropology as ele-
ments are to chemistry; they are the real-life
material whose behavior researchers observe
and record. From these observations come the
fundamental theories that you'll study in this
course. To help you become familiar with these
many groups, we've included a world map at
the end of each chapter that shows the name
and locations of the groups discussed. We
hope these maps will be helpful as you review
the text.

All scientists use words that have special
meaning within each scientific discipline; for
example, calorie, which to most of us is some-
thing to count, has a technical meaning — a unit
of heat — to a chemist. Anthropologists, too, use
a special, technical vocabulary. In the text, we
have alerted you to an anthropological term or
concept by italicizing it and providing the
anthropological definition. You'll also find lists
of these key terms at the end of each chapter
and a glossary at the back of the book that
should help you review new terms.

In the vocabulary of cultural anthropology
there is one term — tribe — that is not only
widely used, but also defies a clear-cut and
universally accepted meaning. It would be im-
possible to write a text in cultural anthropology
without using the words tribe and tribal. What
do they mean, and how do we use them? Many
anthropologists use the term tribe to refer to a
particular level of political organization, usually
defined as simple and lacking complex insti-
tutions. Other definitions of this term stress the
lack of a written language and emphasize kin-
ship relations as basic attributes. In this text, we
use the terms tribe and tribal to refer to groups
having a particular means of making a living
and obtaining food: hunters and gatherers who
hunt wild animals and gather vegetable foods
growing in the wild, gardeners who grow their
own food, but use a simple technology without
the use of plows or draft animals, and pastoral-
Ists who tend herds of domesticated animals.
Our usage is primarily economic and differen-
tiates fribal people from peasants who are
farmers using plows, draft animals, and fertili-
zation techniques that permit continuous
cultivation.
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Anthropology is a scientific discipline that takes
as its subject matter human beings and human
behavior. Traditionally, it has been divided into
four major fields: physical anthropology, ar-
chaeology, linguistics, and cultural anthropol-
ogy. Together these four branches constitute
the total discipline of anthropology often called
general anthropology.

Physical anthropologists study human biol-
ogy, describing the genetic and physical
characteristics of humanity. They also investi-
gate the origins of the human species. The
search for the physical remains — fossil bones
and teeth — of our ancestors is a central activity
in physical anthropology. Through the work of
the late Louis Leakey in East Africa the search
for our human ancestors is probably that aspect
of anthropology most familiar to the general
public. His research in East Africa revolution-
ized our knowledge about the antiquity of
human origins.

Archaeologists study humanity's past by
excavating, or literally digging up, the physical
remains of past cultures. These remains can
range from buried and forgotten cities to small
and broken pieces of pottery. Usually, no writ-
ten records exist that describe these past cul-
tures or ways of life. Therefore, archaeologists
must reconstruct them from the remains, or ar-
tifacts, that are uncovered. Certainly, the most
well-known archaeological discovery was the
excavation of the tomb of Tutankhamen, a
pharaoh of ancient Egypt.

Linguistics is the scientific study of lan-
guage. Recording the numerous nonwritten
languages spoken by tribal people and analyz-

ing their grammatical structures occupies a
major place in linguistic anthropology. Lin-
guists also investigate the biological and physi-
cal bases of human speech and the possibility
of language capacity among nonhuman pri-
mates. A specialized field of study in linguistics,
historical linguistics, investigates the relation-
ships between separate languages. Thus, lin-
guists are able to show that languages as
diverse as Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Persian, En-
glish, Russian and ancient Hittite are all de-
scended from a prehistoric and now extinct
language called Indo-European.

Cultural anthropologists study all aspects
of human behavior and thought. Describing the
varied customs, manners, and ways of life of
different groups all over the world is a basic
task of this branch of general anthropology. In
addition, explaining and understanding human
behavior is an important goal for cultural
anthropologists. For these reasons cultural an-
thropology is often classified as a social sci-
ence, sharing close ties and common interests
with sociology, psychology, political science,
economics, and history.

What ties these diverse subfields of an-
thropology together? Primarily it is their inter-
est in the human condition. From their different
perspectives and approaches they illuminate
the problems of our origin, history, and behav-
lor. Cultural anthropology and archaeology
share an interest in the history and develop-
ment of human culture. What the cultural
anthropologist observes directly, the archaeol-
ogist infers indirectly from the artifacts uncov-
ered in the process of excavation. Physical
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xxii Introduction

anthropologists and cultural anthropologists
share overlapping concerns. The cultural
anthropologist often turns to the findings of
physical anthropology to ascertain the physio-
logical and biological framework of human be-
havior. Attempting to deterine the impact of
language upon behavior and thought, cultural
anthropologists use the specialized research
and theories developed by linguists.

It is from the integration of these different
branches that anthropologists develop a holis-
tic or integrative view of humanity. This view
Incorporates the biological, historical, and cul-
tural dimensions of the human condition. Cul-
tural anthropology is unique among the social
sciences. Not only does it bring to the study of
humanity an awareness of the historical and bi-
ological aspects of our behavior, but it is dis-
tinctive in terms of the breadth of its subject
matter and its methods of research and
analysis.

Traditionally, cultural anthropology was
defined as the study of non-Western tribal peo-
ple. This dimension differentiated cultural an-
thropology from the other social sciences that
took as their subject matter literate civilizations
and Western society. Although many people
still view anthropology as the study of tribal

people, more and more anthropologists have
shifted their interest to the study of modern so-
ciety. Today, you are as likely to find an anthro-
pologist doing research in New York City as in
the islands of the South Pacific. Thus, the em-
phasis on the study of non-Western tribal peo-
ple no longer defines cultural anthropology.
Over the years, the significance and rele-
vance of cultural anthropology have been de-
bated and widely discussed. When cultural
anthropology was defined as the study of tribal
people, it was suggested that such study would
provide insight into our own past. As anthropo-
logists direct their attention to the study of
American and Western society, they can per-
haps provide a significant understanding of our
own behavior and institutions. In 1979, Andrew
Young, then the United States Ambassador to
the United Nations, presented a posthumous
award to Margaret Mead, one of the most illus-
trious figures in anthropology. In presenting
this award, he said, "It would be wonderful to
have some anthropologists sitting in our Na-
tional Security Council. . . . Such representation
... might help the United States better under-
stand social and cultural changes at a time
when we are hard-pressed to make sense of
these mammoth forces that confront us.” (1979).
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