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(] Using Appropriate Words

The English language has a large vocabulary: over 400,000 entries are
collected in The Oxford English Dictionary. The social and technical progress
is contributing new words and expressions to this large vocabulary each year.
As a learner of English, it is impossible and unnecessary for you to master all
of them. Instead, you should develop an awareness of the uses of various
types of English words so that you can learn to use the words that are most
useful and most often used to express yourself and learn to put into proper
use the words which are restricted to certain purposes or occasions.

1 Types of words
1) Common words, technical words, and nonstandard words

In the English vocabulary, only a few thousand words are used by ordinary
people in daily communication. These are the most useful words, or common
words. They form the core of the English vocabulary which can be used on all
occasions. As a learner of English, you must learn and remember these words.
Most of the words in the paragraph you are reading now belong to this group,
such as in, the, are, use, these, ordinary, occasion and many others.

In contrast, technical words denote technical concepts and are generally
associated with certain fields. For example, you may use words like chromosome
and clone in talking about genetic engineering; Internet and e-mail in computer
science; arthritis and hepatitis in medicine. A good knowledge of such technical
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words enables you to communicate effectively in the related fields.

Some wards are only used in dialect or by illiterate speakers. They are not
used in standard English and are thus termed nonstandard words. You should
never use these words in your writing unless you are recording the speech of
dialect or illiterate speakers. For example, | ain’t got nothing may mean /
haven’t anything; in daily speech terrific is the colloquial word for wonderful,
marvelous, or excellent.

2) Formal words and informal words
in terms of stylistic effect, English words fall into two categories: formal

and informal. For example,

INFORMAL FORMAL
blow up explode
cut down reduce
fire dismiss
job position
leave depart
same identical
tired fatigued

3) Commendatory words and derogatory words

The difference between commendatory words and derogatory words lies in
tone: the former type of words speak of somebody or something favorably
whereas the latter in an attempt to damage or take away one’s credit. Famous
and notorious both indicate “being widely known,” but they differ in tone: famous
implies a favorable sense while notorious bears an unfavorable flavor, e.g.

(1) He is famous for his fine arts.
(2) Hitler was a notorious aggressor.

A careful choice of commendatory words and derogatory words can
effectively convey the writer’s attitudes. A good example is Winston Churchill’s
diction of a series of derogatory words when referring to Hitler and the Nazi
army in his famous “Speech on Hitler’s Invasion of the U. S. S. R.™:
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