Peace and Dynamism.:

NIGHTS
BEIJING

PHOTOGRAPHER: ZHU HONGYU

WRITTEN BY WANG JIANA

WMW"WI’W' : "’, g l?,,f A

China Intercontinental Press




EHEMS%E (CIP) ¥

DI G S S ST T o I S AT

—Ibnt: oL RRH AL, 2008. 1

ISBN 978-7-5085-1232-7

[.ge I OFK-@%@%k - L Jbtm—im—#E4E V. K921-64
oh T ROAS B P P CTP A % 7 (2007) 251869995

pri kL [ 2
CUER/ LTI S5 e
Frsd i . RAAE
# SC TEAE
B R BIRE KW
et EFIE

ZhEF AR AL

AR % L R AL

Huhil: JESTHTHEE X AL AN T 6 S R K E 242
4 : 100038

Hif: (86-10) 58891280/58880274

Il www. cicc. org. en/books

ELRR s JE 5T R IR B AT PR 28 )
JFAS: 1/20

Epgk: 6

R 20084F1 85— RS — BRI
EI4: 1-200014

13%5: ISBN 978-7-5085-1232-7
A 110, 0070



Peace and Dynamistm:

NIGHTS
BEIJING

PHOTOGRAPHER: ZHU HONGYU

WRITTEN BY WANG JIANA

TRANSLATORS: LI XIAOKUN AND ZHU PING

China Intercontinental Press






Possib[y no correct answer can be given if asked at what time

m’gﬁt arrives in Beijing.

But a symbolic ceremony may be able to do so.



The flag-raising and flag-lowering ceremonies on the Tian’anmen Square attract visitors worldwide. For many first-time visitors to Beijing, these
are must-visits to take pictures.

THE FLAG-LOWERING CEREMONY

“When the sun falls to reach the horizon, the time for flag-lowering comes.” The time to lower the flag has given a relatively precise start
for the night in Beijing. Attentively, every day’s times of raising and lowering flag can be found in a corner of the Beijing Evening, precise
to seconds. The interaction between the two seemly irrelevant clews - the falling sun and the flag lowering, like the interaction berween the
dynamism and the peace, marks the unique charms of the old capital’s night time. Accompanying sacred images in the Tian’anmen square,
night, arrives gently....
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Accompanied by sunrise and sunset,soldiers responsible for flag-raising and flag-lowering experience the most unforgettable period of their life.



NIGHT IN BEIJING
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BEIJING AT NIGHT:

PEACE

Old Beijing Observatory / 12

Temple of Heaven / 14

National Museum of China / 17

The Grand Hall of the People / 18

The Monument to the People’s Heroes / 20
Tian’anmen / 21

Xinhuamen Gate / 22

The Catholic East Hall / 23

Mt. Jingshan / 24

Turrets of the Forbidden City / 26

The Marco Polo Bridge / 27

White Pagoda at Miaoying Temple / 28
Boya Tower in Peking University / 29
North Sea Park / 30

Water Lily Market / 31

Zhengyangmen Gate Tower / 33
Yongdingmen Gate / 34

Deshengmen Gate / 35

Junwang Fu (Palace of Lords) / 36
Summer Palace / 38

Great Wall / 41

China Millennium Monument / 42
Beijing Railway Station & West Station / 45
Wangfujing Oriental Square / 46

Hengji Centre / 47

Bank of China Mansion in Xidan / 48

CCTV Tower / 49

Xihuan Square / 50

Dongbianmen Gate / 51

Jianwai SOHO / 52

Zhongguancun Science & Technology Park / 54
Jinrong Jie (Financial Street) / 55

Chang’an Grand Theatre / 55

National Grand Theatre /56

Bird’s Nest (or the National Stadium of Beijing) / 59



BEIJING AT NIGHT:

DYNAMISM

Jianguomen Gate / 64

Fuxingmen Gate / 65
International Trade Center / 67
Tianning Temple Bridge / 68

Bus ride in Beijing / 69

Metro (MTR) / 70

Cycling / 71

White Pagoda Temple market / 72
At Drum Tower / 73

BBQ lamb-sticks in Hutongs / 74
Hawthorn and transparent sugar stick / 75
Donghuamen snacks / 76
Enjoying Chinese food for foreigners / 76
Guijie Street / 78

Shopping / 80

Wangfujing Street / 81

Hookahs sideling street / 82
Family concert / 83

Shichahai Lake / 84
EastWestHouse Café & Tea / 85
Cosmetology / 86

Reading in a book bar / 87
Exhibiticn / 88

Street portraits / 89

Roadside mahjong / 91

Chinese Chess / 92

I-go /93

Yoga / 94

Fitness / 95

Yangko / 96

Bungee jumping / 96

Amusement parks / 98

Acrobatics / 98

Ethnic clothing / 100

Aulic costumes / 101

Jean Michel Jarre’s concert / 102

Three Tenors Concert / 104

Peking Opera in the Hu-Guang Assembly Hall / 105
Rehearsal of Peking Opera / 106

Modern dance / 107

Bar-flair / 109

Brisk bars / 110

Performances at bars / 111

Ofhcial Timekeeper for Beijing 2008 Olympic Games / 113
New Year Concert / 114

Festive nights at Tian'anmen Square / 114
Lunar New Year's Eve / 116






The night is peaceful in Beijing.

Ding at dawn and drum at dusk, night in Beijing arrived with the drum from the
Drum Tower in the elder’s memory. When the last ghost of brightness fades, the
city of Beijing falls gradually to sleep accompanying the deep drum in the peaceful
night. Through the Drum Tower Avenue, passing the Jingshan Park, the voice covers
the whole capital city, little changed from the Wanli Emperor’s reign years to the
Millennium. Standing in the corner at the foot of the city arch, anything in sight
stays the same as 200 years old ago. What peaceful night! From the highly holding
dragon head on the Old Beijing Observatory to the gently flow of the moat; from
the Temple of the Heaven’s echo wall to the stone boat in the Kunming Lake of the
Summer Palace; and from the scarlet lantern hanging on the Wangfujing Gate to
Badaling Great Wall, history covers the capital city as the darkness, penetrating

everywhere in peace.
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PEACE AND DYNAMISM

OLD BEIJING OBSERVATORY

As early as thousands of years ago, ancient Chinese were used to run daily life following the
rise and the fall of the sun — “Starting with the sunrise and finishing with the sunset”. Thus
“day” became the basic time unit. Observation and detection of the sky have never stopped
for thousands of years. China, which keeps the earliest and the most complete observatory
record worldwide, is the best recorder of astronomic phenomenon before the renaissance.
The Dengfeng Observatory in Henan Province and the Old Beijing Observatory are both
the best preserved ones out of various others.

The Old Beijing Observatory, which was rebuilt in the Yuan Dynasty (AD 1206-1368)
from the Southeast turret of the Grand Yuan Dynasty Capital, was destroyed in the
early Ming (AD 1368-1644) warfare. It was then rebuilt in the Reign Year 7 of Emperor
Zhengtong (AD 1442) of the Ming Dynasty. The eight large bronze astronomic equipments,
which were built by adopting European astronomic measure equipment and structures,
became the proof of then cultural exchange between the East and the West.

The Observatory keeps the longest working record among all the old observatories
worldwide by conducting astronomic observation for 500 years consecutively from the
Emperor Zhengtong’s reign years (AD 1436-1449) to 1929. The construction, which
experienced hundreds of years' lows and highs, has become the proof of history. The Old
Observatory today has been rebuilt to the Beijing Ancient Astronomic Equipment Museum,
continuing its role in the domain of science.
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TEMPLE OF HEAVEN

From the old, the Chinese people have kept a kind of extraordinary reverence to the
heaven. Even the emperor would modestly name himself as “the Son of the Heaven”. The
tradition of “Heaven cult” (jitian) has been succeeded by the emperors albeit the rise and
fall of their dynasties.

The Temple of Heaven, started in AD 1420, was constructed with two walls (inner and
outer) enclosed to the temple. Square in the south and round in the north, the style of the
temple, the largest ancient heaven cult establishment worldwide, symbolizes Square Earth
and Round Heaven. The emperors after the Reign Years of Ming Dynasty’s Yongle Emperor
(AD 1403-1424) would make sacrifice in the temple three times a year respectively on
Winter Solstice (December 22nd), First Summer, and in between the first and the tenth of
the lunar month, for the nation’s good fortune.

The temple, echoing each other with the Charles’s Wain, is nowadays still a first-choice
for a number of large-scale etiquette activities including the APEC Meeting and the launch
of the Olympic emblem.
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