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Preface

The ‘“Unlocking the Law” series on its creation was hailed as an entirely new style of
undergraduate law textbooks and many of its ground-breaking features have subse-
quently been emulated in other publications. However, many student texts are still very
prose dense and have little in the way of interactive materials to help a student feel his
or her way through the course of study on a given module.

The purpose of the series has always been to try to make learning each subject area
more accessible by focusing on actual learning needs, and by providing a range of dif-
ferent supporting materials and features.

All topic areas are broken up into manageable sections with a logical progression and
extensive use of headings and numerous sub-headings as well as an extensive contents
list and index. Each book in the series also contains a variety of flow charts, diagrams,
key facts charts and summaries to reinforce the information in the body of the text.
Diagrams and flow charts are particularly useful because they can provide a quick and
easy understanding of the key points, especially when revising for examinations. Key
facts charts not only provide a quick visual guide through the subject but are also useful
for revision.

Many cases are separated out for easy access and all cases have full citation in the text
as well as the table of cases for easy reference. The emphasis of the series is on depth of
understanding much more than breadth of detail. For this reason each text also includes
key extracts from judgments where appropriate. Extracts from academic comment from
journal articles and leading texts are also included to give some insight into the aca-
demic debate on complex or controversial areas. In both cases these are highlighted and
removed from the body of the text.

Finally the books also include much formative ‘self-testing’, with a variety of activ-
ities ranging through subject specific comprehension, application of the law, and a range
of other activities to help the student gain a good idea of his or her progress in the
course. Appendices with guides on completing essay style questions and legal problem
solving supplement and support this interactivity. Besides this a sample essay plan is
added at the end of most chapters.

A feature of the most recent editions is the inclusion of some case extracts from the
actual law reports which not only provide more detail on some of the important cases
but also help to support students in their use of law reports by providing a simple com-
mentary and also activities to cement understanding.

The first part of this book covers important concepts which underpin the criminal
law. These include actus reus, mens rea and strict liability, participation in crime, capacity,
inchoate offences and general defences. The second part covers the most important
offences. These include fatal and non-fatal offences against the person, sexual offences,
offences against property and the main offences against public order.

The book is designed to cover all of the main topics on undergraduate and profes-
sional criminal law syllabuses.

Note that all incidental references to ‘he’, ‘him’, his’, etc., are intended to be gender
neutral.

The law is stated as we believe it to be on 1 September 2014.

Jacqueline Martin
Tony Storey
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