The SAGE Handbook of |

Early Childhood
Research

Edited by

Ann Farrell,
i Sharon Lynn Kagan
D and E. Kay M. Tisdall

S



E Handbook of

The SAG

Early Childhood
Research

Edited by

Ann Farrell, Sharon Lynn Kagan
and E. Kay M. Tisdall

®SAGE reference

Los Angeles | London | New Delhi
Singapore | Washington DC



®)SAGE

Los Angeles | London | New Delhi
Singapore | Washington DC

SAGE Publications Ltd
1 Oliver’s Yard

55 City Road

London EC1Y 1SP

SAGE Publications Inc.
2455 Teller Road
Thousand Oaks, California 91320

SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd

B 1/I 1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road

New Delhi 110 044

SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte Ltd
3 Church Street

#10-04 Samsung Hub

Singapore 049483

Editor: Mila Steele

Editorial assistant: Matthew Oldfield
Production editor: Shikha Jain
Copyeditor: Sharon Cawood
Proofreader: Jill Birch

Indexer: Avril Ehrlich

Marketing manager: Dilhara Attygalle
Cover design: Wendy Scott

Typeset by: Cenveo Publisher Services
Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd,
Croydon, CRO 4YY [for Antony Rowe]

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources
F

wwieoy  FSC® C013604

At SAGE we take sustainability seriously.
Most of our products are printed in the UK
using FSC papers and boards. When we
print overseas we ensure sustainable
papers are used as measured by the
Egmont grading system. We undertake an
annual audit to monitor our sustainability.

© Ann Farrell, Sharon Lynn Kagan and E. Kay M. Tisdall 2016

Chapter 1 © Ann Farrell, Sharon
Lynn Kagan and E. Kay M. Tisdall
2016

Chapter 2 © Marisa Morin,
Jennifer Glickman and Jeanne
Brooks-Gunn 2016

Chapter 3 © Carmen Dalli and

E. Jayne White 2016

Chapter 4 © Bronwen Cohen and
Marta Korintus 2016

Chapter 5 © E. Kay M. Tisdall 2016
Chapter 6 © Peter Moss 2016
Chapter 7 © Katrien De Graeve
2016

Chapter 8 © Lesley Anne
Gallacher 2016

Chapter 9 © Mary E. Young 2016
Chapter 10 © Mike Anderson and
Corinne Reid 2016

Chapter 11 © Sharon Lynn
Kagan, Maria Caridad Araujo,
Analia Jaimovich and Yyannu
Cruz Aguayo 2016

Chapter 12 © Ann Farrell 2016
Chapter 13 © Stephen R. Zubrick
2016

Chapter 14 © Kristina
Konstantoni and Marlies
Kustatscher 2016

Chapter 15 © D. Jean Clandinin,
Janice Huber, Jinny Menon,

M. Shaun Murphy and Cindy
Swanson 2016

Chapter 16 © Jack Sidnell 2016
Chapter 17 © Margaret Carr,
Bronwen Cowie and Linda
Mitchell 2016

Chapter 18 © Elizabeth Wood
2016

Chapter 19 © Gordon Cleveland
2016

Chapter 20 © Sibnath Deb and
Anjali Gireesan 2016

Chapter 21 © Claire O’Kane
2016

Chapter 22 © Eugene E. Garcia
2016

Chapter 23 © Alan Pence and
Emily Ashton 2016

Chapter 24 © Jason C.Yip,
Michael H. Levine, Alexis R.
Lauricella and Ellen Wartella
2016

Chapter 25 © Irene Rizzini and
Malcolm Bush 2016

Chapter 26 © Auma Okwany and
Hasina Banu Ebrahim 2016
Chapter 27 © Nirmala Rao, Jin
Sun and Ying Wang 2016
Chapter 28 © Helen Penn 2016
Chapter 29 © Jackie Marsh 2016
Chapter 30 © Ingrid Pramling
Samuelsson 2016

Chapter 31 © Sharon Lynn
Kagan, E. Kay M. Tisdall and Ann
Farrell 2016

Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of research or private
study, or criticism or review, as permitted under the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act, 1988, this publication may be reproduced,
stored or transmitted in any form, or by any means, only with the prior
permission in writing of the publishers, or in the case of reprographic
reproduction, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by

the Copyright Licensing Agency. Enquiries concerning reproduction
outside those terms should be sent to the publishers.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2015936048

British Library Cataloguing in Publication data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-4462-7219-0



The SAGE Handbook of

Early Childhood
Research

T c—
o v E] [ ok #
|
! *;{“L o % P




®SAGE |50

SAGE was founded in 1965 by Sara Miller McCune to support
the dissemination of usable knowledge by publishing innovative
and high-quality research and teaching content. Today, we
publish more than 850 journals, including those of more than
300 learned societies, more than 800 new books per year, and
a growing range of library products including archives, data,
case studies, reports, and video. SAGE remains majority-owned
by our founder, and after Sara’s lifetime will become owned by
a charitable trust that secures our continued independence.

Los Angeles | London | New Delhi | Singapore | Washington DC



Notes on the Editors
and Contributors

THE EDITORS

Ann Farrell is Professor of Early Childhood and Head of the School of Early Childhood,
Queensland University of Technology. Earning a PhD from the University of Queensland in
2006, she received an Honorary Doctorate from Gothenburg University (Sweden) in 2012.
Her research expertise is in cross-jurisdictional childhood studies, research ethics, children’s
rights to participation and protection in the contexts of risk and early childhood education and
care. She is an Australian Research Council (ARC) International Reader (IntReader) assessing
ARC grants and collaborative bids between the ARC and the UK’s Economic and Social
Research Council; and is an External Assessor for Australia’s National Health and Medical
Research Council, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada and the
National Research Foundation, Reviews and Evaluation Directorate of South Africa.

Sharon Lynn Kagan is the Virginia and Leonard Marx Professor of Early Childhood and
Family Policy at Teachers College, Columbia University and Professor Adjunct at Yale
University’s Child Study Center. Author of over 250 articles, author/editor of 15 volumes and
the recipient of scores of research grants, Kagan’s work examines dimensions of early child-
hood policy. Using this scholarship to improve practice and policy, Kagan serves on numerous
boards and consults with over 70 countries. A past president of the National Association for
the Education of Young Children, she has received international and national honorary doc-
toral degrees, is a Fellow of the American Educational Research Association, a member of the
National Academy of Education, a Fulbright recipient, and is the only woman in the USA to
have received its three most prestigious awards: the Distinguished Service Award (Council of
Chief State School Officers), the James Bryant Conant Award for Lifetime Service to
Education, and the Harold W. McGraw, Jr. prize.

E. Kay M. Tisdall is Professor of Childhood Policy and co-Director of the Centre for Research
on Families and Relationships (CRFR) (www.crfr.ac.uk) at the University of Edinburgh. She
established the MSc in Childhood Studies at the University of Edinburgh (www.sps.ed.ac.uk/
pgtcs), which is underlined by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and specializes in
research skills training in directly engaging with children and young people. She has undertaken
a range of collaborative research, on such issues as children’s involvement in family law, school
complaints, and children with additional support needs. She has an extensive policy and aca-
demic interest in children and young people’s participation, with collaborative projects funded
by such organizations as the Leverhulme Trust and the UK’s Economic and Social Research
Council and ensuing publications in journals, chapters and books (e.g., Children and Young
People’s Participation and its Transformative Potential: Learning from across Countries, 2014).
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THE CONTRIBUTORS

Mike Anderson is Dean of the School of Psychology and Exercise Science at Murdoch
University and Research Director of the Project KIDS neurodevelopmental research program.
His core area of research expertise is in individual differences and the development of intelli-
gence, and his key theoretical contribution is the Minimal Cognitive Architecture theory of
intelligence. Professor Anderson’s current projects include an exploration of neurodevelopment
in children with Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus, children born extremely preterm, and typically
developing children. MRI, ERP and psychometric data from these studies are illuminating
similarities and differences in the structures and processes of brain function in children with
different developmental challenges.

Maria Caridad Araujo is a Lead Economist in the Social Protection and Health Division of
the Inter-American Development Bank. Her work at the IDB has focused on issues of early
childhood development and poverty alleviation. From 2003 to 2005, she taught on Georgetown
University’s masters-level program in Public Policy. Between 2003 and 2009, she worked at
the World Bank in the areas of poverty and inequality, education and social protection, in East
and Central Asia and Latin America. Maria Caridad’s work has been published in peer-
reviewed journals and she is the author and co-author of book chapters on social protection,
poverty, and the political economy of policy-making processes. She is Ecuadorian and she
holds a PhD in agricultural and natural resource economics from the University of California,
Berkeley.

Emily Ashton is a Doctoral Student in the School of Child and Youth Care at the University
of Victoria, Canada. She is a graduate of the Critical Studies in Education Master’s program
at the University of New Brunswick. Her current research interests include the intersection of
critical and settler colonial theories in the context of early childhood education in Canada, in
addition to postcolonial and reconceptualist reimaginings of early years’ research in Sub-
Saharan Africa.

Jeanne Brooks-Gunn PhD is the Virginia and Leonard Marx Professor of Child Development
and Education at Teachers College and the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia
University and co-directs the National Center for Children and Families. She examines factors
contributing to both positive and negative outcomes across childhood, adolescence, and adult-
hood, and has designed and evaluated intervention programs for children and parents (Early
Head Start, Infant Health and Development Program, Head Start Quality Program). Other
large-scale longitudinal studies include the Fragile Families and Child Well-being Stidy and
the Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods. She is the author of 4 books
and over 350 publications. She has been elected into the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academies and has received life-time achievement awards from the Society for Research in
Child Development, American Academy of Political and Social Science, the American
Psychological Society, American Psychological Association, and Society for Research on
Adolescence.

Malcolm Bush is an Affiliated Scholar at Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago and Senior
Adviser to the International Center for Research and Policy on Childhood at the Pontifical
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro. His publications include research in the USA and Brazil
on community economic development, low-income children and families, and workforce
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development. He is fluent in Brazilian Portuguese. He was a regular faculty member at the
University of Chicago and for 15 years the president of Woodstock Institute in Chicago, a
national economic development think tank. He has served on the Community Advisory Council
of the US Federal Reserve Board and, at Woodstock, was awarded the MacArthur Foundation’s
international award for creative and effective organizations. His BA is in modern history from
Oxford University, his MA in American History and Economics from the University of
Pennsylvania, and he holds a PhD from Northwestern University in Social Psychology and
Urban Affairs.

Margaret Carr is Director of the Early Years Research Centre at the University of Waikato.
Her research interests have focused primarily on assessment practices and pedagogy in early
childhood centers and the early years of school. Three books describe these interests. The first
is a 2010 volume entitled Learning in the Making (Sense, Rotterdam), in which 14 children’s
learning journeys were traced from their last year in an early childhood center to their first few
months at school, with three dispositions in mind: reciprocity, resilience and imagination.
Two books (SAGE, 2001 and 2012) are about learning stories as narrative formative assess-
ments. The second of these — Learning Stories: Constructing Learner Identities in Early
Education — is written in collaboration with Wendy Lee (Director of Educational Learning
Project). Her current research is on children’s learning in museums, in collaboration with
Jeanette Clarkin-Phillips and Bronwen Cowie (from early childhood center and a primary
school) and Brenda Soutar (te kohanga reo and te kura kaupapa Maori).

D. Jean Clandinin is Professor and Founding Director of the Centre for Research for Teacher
Education and Development at the University of Alberta. She teaches in the areas of curriculum
theory, teacher knowledge, teacher education and narrative inquiry. Her research interests are
at the intersection of children’s, families’ and teachers’ stories of school; narrative reflective
practice in medicine; the experiences of youth who leave school early; and the educational
experiences of Aboriginal youth and families.

Gordon Cleveland is Senior Lecturer in Economics in the Department of Management at
University of Toronto Scarborough. He is part of the Qualité Educative des Services de Garde
et Petite Enfance research team centred at the Université du Québec a Montréal and has been
Honorary Senior Fellow at the Graduate School of Education, University of Melbourne. His
research focuses on the determinants of the affordability and quality of early childhood educa-
tion services, including non-profit status, and on the effects of early childhood services on
children’s development and mothers’ employment. He has a particular interest in the design
of effective early childhood policies.

Bronwen Cohen is Honorary Professor in the School of Social and Political Science at the
University of Edinburgh. She has over 35 years’ experience in social and educational policy and
research at NGO, government and university levels. Her current area of research is place-based
learning in Scotland, Norway and the USA. Her recent publications include ‘Education in
Norway and Scotland: developing and re-forming the systems’, in Northern Neighbours:
Scotland and Norway since 1800, with Wenche Rgnning (Edinburgh University Press, 2015):
‘Place-based learning in early years services: approaches and examples from Norway and
Scotland’, in International Perspectives in the Early Years, with Wenche Rgnning (SAGE, 2014);
and ‘Developing ECEC services in regionalised administrations: Scotland’s post-devolution
experience’, in the International Journal of Early Childhood (2013).
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Bronwen Cowie is Director of the Wilf Malcolm Institute of Educational Research at the
University of Waikato. Her research has focused on formative assessment practices in primary
and secondary classrooms, with a particular interest in student voice and cultural responsive-
ness. Other areas of interest include curriculum implementation and the role of information and
communication technologies in teaching and learning science and making the science con-
ducted by New Zealand scientists accessible to New Zealand teachers and students. She is
currently working on a three year Teaching and Learning Research Initiative project focused on
developing the mathematical thinking that student teachers need for the breadth of their profes-
sional role — teaching and learning across the school curriculum, data literacy and administra-
tion. Her other current research is on children’s learning in museums, in collaboration with
Margaret Carr and Jeanette Clarkin-Phillips (from early childhood centre and a primary school)
and Brenda Soutar (te kohanga reo and te kura kaupapa Maori).

Yyanni Cruz Aguayo is an Economist for the office of the Manager of the Social Sector of
the Inter-American Development Bank, where she specializes in impact evaluation of social
programs. Prior to joining the IADB, Yyannui worked at the research departments of the World
Bank and the Central Bank in Mexico in the areas of labor markets, productivity and education,
and taught undergraduate micro-economics at the Instituto Tecnolégico Auténomo de México.
Yyannui's work has been published in peer-reviewed journals and is the author and co-author
of book chapters on the effectiveness of social programs in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Yyannu's current research is mostly focused on teaching quality. She is Mexican and holds an
MA and PhD from the University of Maryland, College Park.

Carmen Dalli is Professor of Early Childhood Education, Director of the Institute for Early
Childhood Studies, and Associate Dean (Research) at the Faculty of Education, Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand. Her research spans issues of policy and pedagogy and
their impact on children’s experiences in group-based early childhood settings. Most recently,
her research has focused on early childhood services for infants and toddlers and teachers’ views
of professional practice. She regularly publishes commentaries on early childhood education
policy in New Zealand, co-convenes a special interest group on ECEC professionalism within
the European Early Childhood Education Research Association, and has co-edited two books on
this topic: Professionalism in Early Childhood Education and Care: International Perspectives
(Routledge, 2010) and Early Childhood Grows Up: Towards a Critical Ecology of the Profession
(Springer, 2012).With E. Jayne White she is co-editor of a new book series (Springer) entitled
Policy and Pedagogy with Under-three Year Olds: Cross-disciplinary Insights and Innovations.

Sibnath Deb is Professor in Department of Applied Psychology, Pondicherry University
(A Central University), India and Adjunct Professor, School of Public Health and Social Work,
Queensland University of Technology (QUT), Brisbane, Australia. He has 26 years of teaching
and research experience, and is currently coordinator of the UGC SAP project. In 2009, he was
visiting faculty at the School of Public Health, QUT, Brisbane, Australia. He has supervised ten
PhDs and successfully coordinated more than 50 large-scale qualitative and quantitative studies
in addition to publishing more than 100 research papers, writing eight books and editing four.
Professor Deb is on the editorial board of the Journal of Interpersonal Violence. In 2004—08,
he served as Council Member of the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and
Neglect (ISPCAN). He has received three international and three national awards for his con-
tributions to the fields of child safety and applied psychology. His current areas of research
interest include child safety/protection, students’ mental health, adolescent reproductive health,
HIV/AIDS and applied social psychology.
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Katrien De Graeve is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Research Foundation Flanders,
affiliated to the Department of Languages and Cultures of Ghent University, Belgium. In
2013-2014, she worked as a fellow of the Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, Finland.
She holds a PhD in Comparative Sciences of Culture from Ghent University and her doctoral
thesis examined parenting practices and belonging in Belgian—Ethiopian adoption. Her
research interests are situated at the intersection of critical care, kinship and family studies, and
the anthropology of migration and postcoloniality, with transnational adoption and guardian-
ships of refugee minors a specific empirical focus.

Hasina Banu Ebrahim is Professor of Early Childhood at the University of South Africa and
a rated researcher with the National Research Foundation in South Africa. She is also the
President of the South African Research Association for Early Childhood Education
(SARAECE). She is currently developing the research theme of early childhood at the margins
through a focus on practice, policy and teacher development, and is involved in developing
early childhood researchers in national and African contexts.

Lesley Anne Gallacher is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Social Work and
Communities at Northumbria University. Her background is in human geography and she has
published on the geographies of early childhood, methodological issues surrounding children’s
participation in research and youth cultures (in particular, English-speaking people’s engage-
ment with Japanese popular cultures).

Eugene E. Garcia is Professor Emeritus of Education at Arizona State University (ASU).
He served as Vice President and Dean at ASU before assuming emeritus status. He continues
to do research in areas of bilingual development and the education of bilingual children, par-
ticularly those living in families from immigrant backgrounds.

Anjali Gireesan has been carrying out her doctoral research in the Department of Applied
Psychology, Pondicherry University, under the supervision of Sibnath Deb. She is currently
teaching in college as an assistant professor in Psychology. Prior to joining the college, she
worked on a research project on Academic Stress of School Students, funded by the University
Grants Commission, New Delhi as a Project Fellow. She also has a PG Diploma in Industrial
Psychology from Pondicherry University and cleared the National Eligibility Test (NET). She
has published seven research papers.

Jennifer Glickman received her Masters of Education in Educational Research, Measurement,
and Evaluation from Boston College. She is currently a senior research analyst at the Center
for Effective Philanthropy, where she conducts research on foundation and nonprofit prac-
tices to enhance funder—grantee relationships. She recently co-authored a report with her
colleagues entitled, ‘Assessing to Achieve High Performance: What Nonprofits are Doing and
How Foundations Can Help’, which explores the ways in which nonprofit organizations
assess and manage their performance.

Janice Huber is Associate Professor and Director of the Centre for Research for Teacher
Education and Development at the University of Alberta. She teaches in the areas of early
childhood education, narrative inquiry, and curriculum studies. Her research interests are in the
educational experiences of Aboriginal children and families and in the experiences of teachers
of Aboriginal heritage.
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Analia Jaimovich is an Education Specialist in the Education Division of the Inter-American
Development Bank. Prior to joining the IADB, Analia worked for the Human Development
Network of the World Bank, Research Triangle International, the Academy for Educational
Development (now FHI 360), and in the Ministries of Education of Argentina, Mexico, and
Peru. A recipient of both the Fulbright and Gates grants for graduate study, Analia holds an
MPhil in Politics and Education from the University of Cambridge, and an EAM in International
Education Policy from Harvard University, where she is finishing her doctoral studies. Analia’s
research is mostly focused on the institutional architecture of education governance in Latin
America.

Kristina Konstantoni is a Lecturer in Childhood Studies, Programme Director of the BA
Childhood Practice and the co-Director of the Centre for Education for Racial Equality in
Scotland at the University of Edinburgh. Her main research interests are in children’s social
identities and attitudes, diversity, social justice and children’s rights and participation, and how
the latter are taken forward in policy, research and practice.

Marta Korintus is Senior Adviser and Childcare Expert at the General Directorate of Social
Affairs and Child Protection in Hungary which supports ECEC, family policy, child welfare and
child protection. She has been involved in research and development work and international
projects related to services for children for more than 30 years with a particular focus on children
under the age of 3 years, including the OECD Thematic Review of Early Childhood Education
and Care, and the EU research projects Care Work in Europe and YIPPEE. Her recent publica-
tions include ‘Early childhood socialization: societal context and childrearing values in
Hungary’, in the Journal of Early Childhood Research, with April Brayfield (2011); “Work-life
balance in Hungary’, in Work—Life Balance Policy in Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia, 1989-2009: Twenty Years of Transformation, with Luca Koltai (Dom Wydawniczy
Harasimowicz Poznan, 2010).

Marlies Kustatscher is a Lecturer in Childhood Studies at the University of Edinburgh.
Her interests include children’s social identities and experiences of social inequalities, chil-
dren’s participation in research, policy and practice, and children’s emotions and relationships,
particularly in educational settings.

Alexis R. Lauricella is the Associate Director of the Center on Media and Human Development
at Northwestern University and a Lecturer in the department of Communication Studies.
Dr Lauricella earned her PhD in Developmental Psychology and her Master’s degree in Public
Policy from Georgetown University. Her research focuses on children’s learning from media,
and parents’ and teachers’ attitudes toward and use of media with young children. Dr Lauricella
is also the founder of www.playlearnparent.com, a website that translates child-development
research for parents.

Michael H. Levine is the Executive Director of the Joan Ganz Cooney Center at Sesame
Workshop. The Center conducts research and convenes leaders to promote investments in high-
quality media experiences for children. He previously oversaw the Carnegie Corporation of New
York’s groundbreaking work in early childhood development and was a senior advisor to the
New York City Schools Chancellor, where he directed dropout prevention, afterschool, and early
childhood initiatives. Dr Levine serves on New York City’s Universal Pre-Kindergarten
Scientific Advisory Council, and is a Pahara-Aspen Education Reform Fellow. Michael received
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his PhD in Social Policy from Brandeis University’s Florence Heller School and his BS from
Cornell University.

Jackie Marsh is Professor of Education at the University of Sheffield. Her research is focused
on the digital literacy practices of young children in homes, schools and early years settings
and communities. Her most recent publication is Changing Play: Play, Media and Commercial
Culture from the 1950s to the Present Day (Open University Press, 2014, with Bishop). She is
an editor of the Journal of Early Childhood Literacy.

Jinny Menon is a Doctoral Student enrolled in the Teacher Education Program in Elementary
Education at the University of Alberta. She is interested in narrative inquiry as a relational
methodology.

Linda Mitchell is Associate Director of the Early Years Research Centre at the University of
Waikato. Her research interests are focused on the idea of early years services as democratic
communities for citizenship and social justice. These ideas can be linked to policy and curricu-
lum. Linda has led several evaluations of national ECE policies, including of New Zealand’s
strategic plan for ECE and her current evaluation of the government’s ECE Participation
Programme. A key aspect of these evaluations is interviews with families about their views and
experiences of early childhood education. Her current research includes a community research
project with Congolese refugee families, examining experiences of resettlement and of early
childhood education, and a project analysing teaching and learning in culturally diverse early
childhood settings. Recently, she worked with a research team for the data collection of the
Continuity of Early Learning: Learning Progress and Outcomes in the Early Years project,
investigating assessment documentation gathered in ECE services and primary schools, and
how information is exchanged at transition points.

Marisa Morin BA is a Doctoral Student in Developmental Psychology at Teachers College,
Columbia University. She is a graduate research fellow at the National Center for Children and
Families (NCCF) at Teachers College, which focuses on policy research on children and families
(www.policyforchildren.org). Her research interests focus on the effects of poverty on child and
family well-being. She has previously conducted research examining the quality of parent—child
interactions within the juvenile justice system. Currently, she is examining how contextual fac-
tors, such as religion, affect parenting practices and subsequent child development in low-
income populations. In addition, she is involved with NCCF in a national evaluation of home
visiting programs within the United States (Mother Infant Home Visiting Program Evaluation).

Peter Moss is an Emeritus Professor at the Thomas Coram Research Unit, UCL Institute of
Education, University College London. He has a wide range of interests including education
(early childhood and subsequently), the relationship between care, employment and gender,
and social pedagogy. He is currently editing a book of the selected writings and speeches of
Loris Malaguzzi, the great Italian educator from Reggio Emilia. His latest book, published
in the Contesting Early Childhood series, is Transformative Change and Real Utopias in

Early Childhood Education: The Story of Democracy, Experimentation and Potentiality
(Routledge, 2014).

M. Shaun Murphy is an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Foundations at
the University of Saskatchewan. His research interests are based in relational narrative inquiry
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and focus on familial and school curriculum making; the interwoven lives of children, families,
and teachers; and teacher education.

Claire O’Kane is a Child Rights Practitioner, Researcher and Advocate with two decades of
international experience working in development and humanitarian contexts, particularly in
Asia and Africa. She worked with Save the Children for many years, and has been an interna-
tional child rights consultant since 2011. She was a lead researcher for a two-year research and
evaluation process on children’s participation in armed conflict, post-conflict and peace build-
ing with Save the Children Norway (2006-2007). Claire has published a number of articles,
reports and programme guidance on child rights, child protection, children’s citizenship, par-
ticipation and peace building.

Auma Okwany is an Assistant Professor of Social Policy at the International Institute of Social
Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam in the Netherlands. Her research interests center on
the relationship between policy, practice and theory in childhood and youth issues in develop-
ment from a critical perspective. She is lead author of The Role of Local Knowledge and
Culture in Childcare in Africa: A sociological study of several ethnic groups in Kenya and
Uganda (Edwin Mellen Press, 2011). Her most recent research focuses on child sensitive social
protection and a volume on social protection for which she is editor is forthcoming. She is cur-
rently co-editing a book on Girls’ Secondary Education in Africa.

Alan Pence is UNESCO Chair for Early Childhood Education, Care and Development, and a
and Professor, University of Victoria, Canada. He was the founding director of the First Nations
Partnerships Program at the University, the Unit for Early Years Research and Development,
and founder and current director of the Early Childhood Development Virtual University
(ECDVU), a graduate-level web-based leadership and capacity-building program active in Sub-
Saharan Africa since 2000. The author of over 130 articles and chapters, two of his thirteen
books that relate closely to this article are Africa’s Future, Africa’s Challenge: Early Childhood
Care and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa (edited with Garcia and Evans, 2008), and
Complexities, Capacities, Communities: Changing Development Narratives in Early Childhood
Education, Care and Development (with Benner, 2015).

Helen Penn is Emeritus Professor of Early Childhood in the Cass School of Education,
University of East London (UEL), and is a co-Director of the International Centre for the Study
of the Mixed Economy of Childcare at UEL. She has been carrying out research and develop-
ment in low- and middle-income countries in Africa and Central Asia for the last 20 years, for
a variety of international agencies including the EU, the Asian Development Bank, UNICEF,
UNESCO and Save the Children UK.

Nirmala Rao is Serena H C Yang Professor in Early Childhood Development and Education,
Professor, Faculty of Education and Dean, Graduate School, The University of Hong Kong. She is
a developmental and chartered (educational) psychologist who is internationally recognized for her
research on early childhood development and education in Asian cultural contexts. This research
has focused on the development, evaluation and dissemination of evidence-based programmes
directed at children in the early childhood stage of development, with the objective of finding out
why they have the effects that they do. She has published widely in the areas of early childhood
development and education, child development and educational policy, and educational psychology
and has been a consultant/expert on early childhood development and education for UN agencies.
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Corinne Reid is a Clinical Psychologist and Academic Chair of the postgraduate clinical train-
ing program at Murdoch University. Her focus is on translational clinical research that builds
bridges between research and practice. Dr Reid’s primary research interest is in working with
vulnerable groups of children to better understand their developmental trajectories and to help
practitioners design individualized interventions that have a good fit with the needs of each
child and their family. She also works with several remote indigenous communities to learn
about the needs of young children and families living in diverse cultural contexts.

Irene Rizzini is a Professor at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio),
Brazil and Director of the International Center for Research on Childhood (CIESPI) at PUC-
Rio. She was President of the Childwatch International Research Network from 2002 to 2009.
Rizzini held the Visiting Chair in Brazilian Studies at the Kellogg Institute for International
Studies at the University of Notre Dame in 2006, and was appointed a John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation fellow in 2008. She is the author of a number of books, including:
Globalization and children; The art of governing children: the history of social policies, legis-
lation and child welfare in Brazil; Disinherited from society: street children in Latin America,
The lost century: the historical roots of public policies on children in Brazil, Children and the
law in Brazil: revisiting the history (1822-2000); The human rights of children and adoles-
cents: twenty years of the |Brazilian] statute [on the child and the adolescent].

Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson is a Professor at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden. Her
main research field is young children’s learning and curriculum questions of early years educa-
tion. Her many research studies of children’s learning and play in the preschool context have
led to the development of a didactics approach, labelled developmental pedagogy. One of her
most popular books is The Playing-Learning Child (originally in Swedish, but also translated
into German), which is based on the idea that children are playing-learning individuals and is
subsequently why preschool didactics need to integrate play and learning. Her latest research
concerns children’s possibilities of learning in relation to group size. She is the UNESCO Chair
in Early Childhood Education and Sustainable Development and is the former World President
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