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PREFACE

My aim in writing this book has been to provide a succinct, but
comprehensive account of the law governing limitation periods
throughout a wide range of relationships and causes of action. I
was encouraged in this enterprise by frequent reminders from
colleagues in the professions of the need for a text which is both
readily accessible to the non-specialist practitioner and also
capable of yielding further authority for those whose needs
require them to explore the subject more fully.

It is well known that problems of limitation can arise at
short notice in any species of action, and the practitioner may
find him or herself called upon to advise speedily but with
relative certainty.

The recent avalanche of case law in this area, much of it
unreported, and the complexity of the relevant statutes have
reinforced my belief that an authoritative but concise treatment
of the law is much needed.

I should like to thank Kirsty Keywood, postgraduate
student at Leicester University, for her help in tracking down
elusive materials. My greatest debt, however, is owed to
Caroline Forder of the Faculteit der Rechtsgeleerheid,
Rijksuniversiteit Limburg, both for her unflagging
encouragement during the course of this project and for her
invaluable criticisms of the chapter on Adverse Possession; any
errors which may remain, are of course, my entire
responsibility.

The law as stated is up-to-date to July 6, 1992.

Ruth Redmond-Cooper September 1992
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