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Introduction to the Certificates in
English Language Skills

The Certificates in English Language Skills (CELS) has three levels —
Preliminary. Vantage and Higher. CELS Preliminary is the same level as
Cambridge Preliminary English Test. equivalent to the Council of Europe Bl
(ALTE level 2).

CELS has four separate tests: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking at the
three levels. You can enter one. two, three or four tests at one time. You can
also choose at which level you want to enter the test(s). For example. if your
listening is better than your speaking you can do a Vantage Test of Listening
and a Preliminary Test of Speaking. Check with your teacher which tests you
should take at which levels. Remember: You can enter each test at only one
level in each session.

Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking

Each CELS Test has a number of real tasks which candidates have to complete.
In the Test of Reading, you may read, for example, job advertisements, holiday
leaflets, newspaper or magazine articles. All these are real texts. They have not
been made simpler for language students. So they test that candidates can
understand basic information in English in real-life situations.

In the Test of Writing, you fill in forms, write letters, notes, postcards. notices
ete.

In the Test of Listening you will hear short answerphone messages.
advertisements from the radio, extracts from radio interviews and recorded
stories. As in the Test of Reading, all these texts are real. Candidates have to
show that they understand the main points as English speakers do in real-life
situations.

In the Test of Speaking, two candidates are tested together. There are two
examiners. Each candidate talks with one examiner about their own experience,
for example what they like doing in their free time and why. The two candidates
also discuss another topic together. The subjects are topics of general interest,
such as sport, school. learning languages, clothes, class parties etc.

Marking and results

There are two CELS sessions every year, in May and November. The Reading,
Listening and Writing papers are sent back to Cambridge for marking. The
University of Cambridge examination board sends trained examiners to centres
in the UK and other countries to examine candidates in the Test of Speaking.
Candidates receive their results about six weeks after taking the tests. There are
two pass grades: Pass with merit and Pass and two fail grades: Narrow fail and
Fail. Certificates will come about four weeks later.
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Listening introduction

General

The CELS Test of Listening aims to test how well you can understand a variety
of real-life listening texts in English. There is a recorded voice which will
explain the context of the recording and tell you what to do.

Test format
At Preliminary level the time allowed is about 30 minutes. This includes time
for you to read the questions.

There are between five and eight tasks in the test with a total of 30 questions.
The test is recorded and you will hear every task twice.

During the test you can write your answers on the question paper. At the end of
the Test you have seven minutes to copy your answers on to the answer sheet.
You must use a pencil for this.

Task types
The test is divided into three parts:

Part 1 has two or three short tasks. These are often answerphone messages or
recordings which give information. You have to write down dates, times, prices
ete.

Part 2 has one or two tasks which may be a little longer. They usually have one
or two voices. You have to write short notes or answer questions. Your answers
will usually be between one and three words.

Part 3 has two or three tasks. The questions are “closed’. That means you
answer multiple choice questions or True/False or Yes/No questions. You may
also have a number of pictures that you have to put in the right order. You
usually listen to short extracts from radio programmes or recorded
stories/readers. There are often two or more people speaking.

Marking

There are a total of 30 items and you will get one mark for each correct answer.
The results are expressed in four possible grades which indicate “Pass with
merit’, ‘Pass’, ‘Narrow fail” and ‘Fail".



Visiting places

(U0 Read the opinions about listening in English. Which ones do you agree
with? Discuss your ideas with a partner. How can you improve your
listening skills in English?

'People speak too fast
in films in English.

TG ad 1 Listening for stressed words

Don't worry if you don’t understand every word. Try to listen for the main
information words. People usually stress these when they are speaking.

If you concentrate on these main words you will often understand the
information you need and you won’t worry so much about the speed, accent, or
unknown words.

CELS LISTENING

In the CELS Preliminary Test of Listening you will hear each recording twice, so
don’t worry if you can't find all the answers after the first listening.

| Look at Test practice task 1.
I What are you going to listen to?
2 What type of answers are you going to give?

TEST TIPSO Ie

For some questions in the CELS Test of Listening, you only need to write Yes or
No. These questions begin with Is/Are ..., Can ..., Do/Does ... etc.
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Listen and do Test practice task 1.

1 Blenheim Palace information line

O You are thinking of visiting Blenheim Palace, a beautiful house near Oxford. It
is open to the public.

Listen to the Blenheim Palace information line message and answer the
questions below.

Blenheim Palace

s it open in October? 1
Can people take dogs into the park? 2
How much does a ticket cost for a student? 3
# LOOKING BACK Look at the tapescript and listen to the message again. As you listen,
underline the words which give you information to answer the questions.

Check the words you have underlined with a partner.



CELS LISTENING

In Part 1 of the CELS Test of Listening you have to write down information from
answerphone messages, advertisements etc. The information usually includes
numbers, prices, dates, days, times, places, objects.

LaNGUAGE PRACTICE Numbers

(@ EI Listen and repeat these prices from the Blenheim Palace information line.
1 £9.50 2 £7.30 3 £4.80 4 £25

Admission

O © Listen and write the prices you hear.

1 6
2 7
3 8
4 9
5 10

(D El Check the way we say numbers which end in -teen or -ty. Listen and repeat.

1 fifteen 2 fifty 3 forty-five 4 fourteen
O ~ Listen and underline the numbers that you hear.

1 16 60

2 18 SO

3 13 30

- 17 70

5 19 90

6 417 470

7 919 990

b) 618 650

9 1,513 1.530
10 19.416 90.460
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LANGUAGE POINT [N

We usually divide the year
in two when we say dates:
1825 = eighteen twenty-five
1905 = nineteen oh five

LANGUAGE POINT mqphom num

In the CELS Test of Listening, you often need to listen and write down telephone
numbers.

Here are some points to remember:

In the number 01993 the o may be said Oh or zero.

People usually say two numbers which are the same as ‘double’. For example, 99
= double nine. But you will sometimes hear 0o as hundred - for example, 0800
= Oh eight hundred.

People say area code numbers without stopping, but divide the six numbers in a
person’s telephone number into two groups. For example, 01993 810673 is said:
oh one double nine three, eight one oh, six seven three.

Say these telephone numbers. Listen and check.

1 01869 443311
2 01223 451722
3 020 85530133
4 01528 664661
5 0800 911384

Listen and write the telephone numbers.

I 5
2 6
3 7
4 8

Say these sentences with a partner.

1 The phone number is 0800 1564.

2 Shakespeare was born in 1564,

3 The first CELS Test was in May 2002.

4 If you want to find out when the train
arrives ring 0545 7484950.

Write the answers to these questions.

1 Which year and day were the two people who sit nearest to you in class born?

2 When was your teacher born?
3 When were you born?
4 When did your school first open?

5 What are some important dates in the history of your country?
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vocaButARY  Leisure attractions

.° Match the words or phrases (1-8) and (9-14) with the explanations (a-h)

and (i-n).

Entrance to leisure attractions

Admission charge/price

Y Ut = OO —

Family ticket
Open daily

Last admission
S Book in advance

=)

=1

9 Guided tour

10 Facilities

11 Access for wheelchairs
12 Limited Access

13 Refreshments

14 Location/located

H

Concessions/reductions or discounts
Group or party bookings/reservations
OAPs/Old Age Pensioners/Seniors

Look at Test practice task 2.

a) open every day

b) cheaper price for two adults and

two or three children

latest time you can enter

special prices for children,

students etc

¢) reserve your ticket before you go

f) special prices for large groups of
visitors

g) cost to enter a museum/castle etc.

h) people over 60

(2]

(=9

i) things to eat and drink, snacks

j) people in wheelchairs can’t go
everywhere in the museunv/castle
ete

k) a guide will take visitors round
the castle ete

1) where you can find the
museum/castle

m) people who are in wheelchairs
can go round the museum/castle
etc

n) things which people can use
(a restaurant, gift shop. toilets etc)

1 What information do you need to listen for in each question (dates, times.

prices, etc)?

2 How much do you need to write for each answer?

. Listen and do Test practice task 2.
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2 Beamish Museum answerphone

+- LOOKING BACK

©

You want to go to Beamish Museum with an elderly English friend and her
grandchildren. Beamish is an open air museum. Visitors can walk round an old
village and see how people lived there more than a hundred years ago.

Listen to an answer[)h(me message about Beamish Open air Museum and
answer the questions below.

THE NORTH OF ENGLAND OPEN AIR MUSEUM

J .
25y BE H MUSEUM = w

1 Is tll(‘ museun ()P(‘]l on sllll(lil\'i‘)

2 What time does it close?

3 How much does it cost for:
a) a 65-year-old?
b) a [i)llr-_\ ear-old?

4 How long does it take to go round the museum?

5 What number do I ring to leave a message?

N 7

Look at the tapescript. Discuss with a partner which parts of the recording
you found difficult to understand. Did you need to understand them to
answer the qu(‘sti(ms?

11
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| Look at Test practice task 3.

1 Look at the picture of Blackpool Tower. Describe it with a partner.
2 What does the picture remind you of ?

oy

In the first sentence of Test practice task 3, the word metres has been written
in. This tells you that you don’t need to write the height in feet and inches. Look
for clues like this to help you in the Test.

TEST TIP ORI e

Use the number of lines to tell you how many answers to give. In Test practice
task 3 Part 2, there are three places you can visit, but there are two lines on the
page. So just write two answers. You will usually only need to write one or two
words. Write in pencil on the Test paper, then you can change your answer
easily if you make a mistake.

TEST TIP SISOl

The answers may not come at the beginning of the recording. There is often a
clue to show you the answer is coming, for ple, the interviewer’s q
What else have you got? Listen for these clues.




