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New York City

New York City is the largest city in the United States and one of
the largest in the world. Facing the Atlantic, it is on the northeastemn
coast of the United States,and most of the city is built on islands® . It
is one of the world's most important centers of finance , industry and cul- ‘
ture.In some ways New York City seems to P e
belong to the entire world . Both the Statue of
Liberty and the United Nations are located
here® . The giant lady with a torch in hand
has been welcoming people from many coun-
tries for a hundred years. Leaders from all
over the world have been working together at
the United Nations since 1952.

Located at the mouth of the Hudson
River, New York City is the busiest port of
the country.It handles 35% of the country's
international shipping and can handle more
ships than any other port in the world. Every
day hundreds of ships bring in oil, sugar,

coffee, tea, fruit, paper and many other pro-



ducts® .New York also ships wheat, flour, cars, machines, and many
kinds of ready-made goods to other ports in the country and in the
world . The city produces nearly a quarter of the country’s total manufac-
tures . The center of New York's business world is Wall Street, whose in-
fluence is felt by the whole nation and probably by countries everywhere
in the world® .

New York is an exciting city. Splendid is the architecture of Man-
hattan, the heart of the city, with its one hundred and more
skyscrapers@ . The most famous among them are the Empire State
Building, the United Nations Headquarters and the World Trade
Center® . The materials used — copper, steel, concrete and glass —
give the buildings a striking beauty . Nearly all the streets are in straight
lines running from east to west. Those running from north to south are
called avenues.The streets and avenues are lined with many expensive

stores and huge apartment houses.
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Washington D.C.

When you hear people talk about Washington D. C., you may
want to know what the letters D. C. mean. They mean “District of Co-
lumbia” . Washington, the capital city of the U.S.A. ,is in the District
of Columbia, not, as you might expect, in the State of Washington.
Washington State is thousands of miles away on the north-west coast.
(There are also several other towns called Washington in the United

States.. )

Washington D. C.lies between Virginia and Maryland on the Po-
tomac River. It’s about 220 miles south of New York City. The
pleasantest and easiest way to get there is by long-distance bus, or by
the fast (125-miles-an-hour) train which costs a little more than the
bus journey and a little less than flying. I would travel far more than
200 miles to see Washington. It's not a city that has grown up® acci-

dentally as most big cities have done. It was carefully planned as the
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nation's capital by a Frenchman, Pierre L'Enfant. The city was named
after George Washington(D , the much-loved, much-admired, much-
respected first President of the United States. In 1791 he himself
arranged to buy the land on which it stands.

Now let's take our first look at the capital. For a few moments you
may feel you are dreaming and that you are in another country long
ago. You have stepped back through the centuries into ancient Greece.
Many of the beautiful, shining white buildings are built in the noble
style of® the ancient Greek temples, and stand in wide avenues amid
trees and fountains. Most of them are museums or Government offices.
Government is the chief business of Washington . The chief Government
building is called the Capital. With its high dome it looks a little like St
Paul's in London or St Peters in Rome® .1t stands on a hill overlooking
the city, which is divided by Rock Creek Park® .A long wide avenue
called the Mall leads to the Capitol. At the other end of this avenue a
tall, white , needle-like building points to the sky. This is, of course, the
highest “needle” in the world! — the Washington Monument.

On both sides of the Mall are museums and Government build-
ings. What a surprise this city is! Washington and New York seem to
be in two different worlds. Here there are no huge office skyscrapers
and so it's not necessary to lean backwards to look up all the time . Then
there is the Washington Cathedral which looks very like a cathedral in
an old European city . Of course, as in any other big city, parts of Wash-
ington are not so pleasant. There are narrow dirty little streets and ugly
houses . But there are many splendid things to see and, because Wash-
ington covers such a wide area, the easiest way to see them is to take a
special sightseeing bus.Go to the Visitors' Bureau where you will get all
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the advice you need.But don’t expect the guides on the buses to give
you a very serious talk.

On one tour,I remember, the guide told us: “That's the Washing-
ton Monument, folks,” (people here are often addressed as® “folks”) .
“It's the highest ‘needle’ of its kind in the world.” And then he add-
ed, “At least,I don't know a higher one!”

This is the city where America remembers her famous Presidents.
The guide will take you to see the memorials to them. The Jefferson Me-
morial is a very beautiful white building in the shape of® a circle. Its
roof is supported by tall columns. Inside stands a statue of President
Jefferson. The Lincoln Memorial is a huge white building. Inside you
can see a famous statue of Abraham Lincoln, sitting in a great chair.
The theatre where he was murdered while watching a play is now a mu-
seum, the Lincoln Museum. Then there is the memorial to President
Kennedy at Arlington. Here a flame which was lit on the day of his

funeral bums and is never put out® . Like Lincoln, Kennedy was shot.
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